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Please Help AIA Support Animals 
 

 

AIA is a unique alliance of organisations which represent all the major faiths.  Not only is it the 

only organisation to speak out on the moral treatment of animals by drawing on the combined 

wisdom of all the faiths, but it also promotes social harmony by bringing the faith groups 

together on an issue for which they all share a concern. Such cooperation between the faiths is 

what politicians are encouraging and, as such, they are listening to AIA.  
 
 

Therefore AIA is in a uniquely strong position to campaign for animals. 
 

 

However, in order to continue campaigning for animals AIA needs funds.  Please 

make any donation you can by visiting our website and donating via PayPal or by completing the 

‘Friend’ form on the back page and sending a cheque. Your support is very much appreciated. 
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Message from AIA President   

Dr Richard Ryder 
 

I fully support the points made in the article “Covid-

19 - When Will We Heed Nature’s Warnings?”. There 

is good evidence that cruelty to animals is a danger to 

the whole world.  

 

 CRUELTY IS CREATING VIRUSES  

 

I call upon the UN and all governments simply to stop 

all cruelty to animals.  As the article points out, this is 

possibly the sixth time that cruelty to wild or farm 

animals in the meat trade has caused viruses that 

threaten the safety of the world.  This time thousands 

of lives have been lost. Each time it gets worse. 

 

As regards the UN we need to: 

1 get reaffirmation from the previous signatories. 

2 approach a large number of other governments seeking their support for a UN Convention.       

3 preferably employ a full timer in New York to enter the UN Building and to find out the 

procedures and to make contacts. 
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Covid-19 - When Will We Heed Nature’s Warnings? 

 

Barbara Gardner - Chief Executive 

Covid-19 is not the first deadly 

virus to emerge from 

humanity’s misuse of our fellow 

sentient creatures, and, if we do 

not learn from our mistakes, it will 

not be the last.  Whilst it may be 

the worst and most global virus so 

far, there could be worse to come.  

What if the next pandemic killed 

90% of people infected, like the 1996 version of Ebola, 

instead of the 2% of Covid-19, and had the transmission 

rate of Covid-19?   

As an interfaith community concerned for the 

welfare of animals and the environment, it is incumbent 

upon us to campaign against our misuse of the natural 

world, not only for the environment but for the decent 

treatment of our fellow creatures.  Let us first look at the 

lessons of the past and then look at what we need to do, as 

an interfaith movement, to bring about the changes 

required to protect our fellow creatures and ourselves.  It is 

no longer enough that we as individuals do the right thing 

by living a vegan lifestyle, if our fellow humans continue 

the activities which cause such mass suffering and global 

devastation.  We really do have to confront their behaviour 

and make changes at the global level through the United 

Nations (UN). 

 

Missed Lessons from the Past 

When we steal animals from their natural environments 

and confine them in unnatural conditions, we can tear 

viruses loose from their natural hosts to whom they do no 

harm.  They then need to seek new hosts to whom they can 

be harmful, such as humans.  Let us look at past examples 

of when this has happened and ask what we can learn from 

them. 

 

The Plague (or Black Death): The Plague comes from 

bacteria living in fleas which are carried by other animals, 

such as rats.  The bacteria infect humans when these flea-

carrying animals are brought into contact with them. The 

Black Death of 1347-1351 is estimated to have killed 

between 75 million to 200 million people and is thought to 

have originated in Asia and travelled to Europe via the Silk 

Road where it was spread by fleas carried by black rats.  

This was the world’s second plague pandemic. The first, 

which was known as the Plague of Justinian, occurred in 

the 6th and 7th centuries and killed 40% of the population 

of Constantinople. Following the Black Death there 

continued to be a whole series of plague outbreaks until 

the early 19th century when these were reduced largely by 

better hygiene. 

Influenza pandemic of 1918 (or Spanish Flu):  This involved 

the swine/avian flu virus H1N1 and is thought to have started 

in an overcrowded UK troop staging and hospital camp in 

Étaples in France which was near a pig and poultry farm.  A 

virus was being harboured in birds 

which migrated to pigs and then to 

the humans in the camp.  It 

infected 500 million people around 

the world, 27% of the population.  

The death toll is estimated to have 

been between 17 million and 50 

million people. 

 

Rabies: Despite animal control 

and vaccinations, 17,400 people 

died of rabies in 2015, mostly in 

Africa and Asia.  Rabies is caused 

by a virus that comes from bats but 

is also carried by dogs.  It is spread 

in saliva when infected animals 

bite or scratch others, causing 

inflammation of the brain and 

usually death.  In the Americas 

95% of rabies cases come from bat bites, not dogs.  Many of 

the wild animals found in Chinese wet markets can also carry 

rabies.  Rabies can be controlled by vaccinations. 

 

  

—————–————— 

It is no longer enough 

that we as individuals 

do the right thing by 

living a vegan lifestyle, 

if our fellow humans 

continue the activities 

which cause such 

mass suffering and 

global devastation.  

We really do have to 

confront their 

behaviour and make 

changes at the global 

level through the 

United Nations. 

——————-———— 
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Ebola: Ebola is a virus carried by fruit bats which when 

transmitted to humans has a very high mortality rate – 25% 

to 90%. It was first identified in 1976 in two outbreaks in 

Sudan and the Congo.  In Sudan 284 people were infected 

and 151 people died. In the Congo 318 people were 

infected and 280 died, an 88% fatality rate.  Between 1976 

and 2012 the World Health Organisation (WHO) reported 

24 outbreaks involving 2,387 cases with 1,590 deaths.  The 

largest outbreak occurred in West Africa during 2014 and 

2015 with 28,646 cases and 11,323 deaths.  In July 2019 

the WHO declared another outbreak in the Congo as a 

world health emergency.  Out of 3,444 cases, 2,264 people 

died. 

 The disease can also be picked up from fruit bats by 

other animals and then passed on to humans. In 1996, in 

Gabon, 90% of infected villagers died after eating an 

infected chimpanzee.  Other animals have died of Ebola 

including dogs and chimpanzees.  According to a 2006 

BBC News report, 5,000 Ugandan gorillas had died of 

Ebola. 

 

MERS (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome): MERS, also 

known as camel flu, was first identified in Saudi Arabia in 

2002.  It is a coronavirus which originates in bats and is 

spread to humans via camels, although the camels appear 

to be immune to it.  Fortunately it has a low infection rate 

with less than 2,000 cases being reported, although it has a 

36% fatality rate and there is no vaccine. 

(continued) 

HIV (Human immunodeficiency viruses): HIV-1 and HIV

-2 are believed to have originated in primates in West-

central Africa and to have transferred to humans in the 

early 20th century. HIV-1 

appears to have originated in 

southern Cameroon through the 

evolution of SIV (simian 

immunodeficiency virus) that 

infects wild chimpanzees.  It is 

thought to have jumped the 

species barrier on at least three 

separate occasions, giving rise 

to three groups of the virus, M, 

N and O.  Humans who 

participate in bushmeat  

activities, either as hunters or 

vendors, commonly acquire SIV, although the virus is 

easily suppressed.  However, several transmissions of the 

virus allowed it to mutate into HIV.  The earliest 

documented case of HIV dates back to 1959 in the Congo. 

 

Lassa fever: Lassa fever infects around 300,000 to 500,000 

people a year, resulting in 5,000 deaths a year.  It occurs in 

the Lassa belt of Africa which includes Nigeria, Guinea, 

Sierra Leonne and Liberia and is caused by the Lassa virus 

which is transmitted by contact with the urine or faeces of 

the natal multimammate mouse.  There is currently no 

vaccine. 

 

——————–——

When we steal 

animals from their 

natural environments 

and confine them in 

unnatural conditions, 

we tear viruses loose 

from their natural 

hosts which then need 

to seek new hosts, 

which are often us.   

—————-———-   

Bats safely host the Covid-19 viruses which can be 

fatal in humans. 
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SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome): In 2002-03 

an outbreak of the SARS corona virus in China infected 

8,098 people, resulting in 774 deaths after spreading to 17 

other countries.  The virus originated in cave dwelling 

horseshoe bats in Yunnan Province and had been 

transmitted to humans by the intermediary of civets.  

Although there were no further cases of this virus, it is 

related to the current coronavirus. 

 

Nipah: the Nipah virus occurs in bats and spread to 

humans in Malaysia in 2018, infecting 700 humans, 

resulting in a 50% to 75% death rate.  There were also 17 

deaths from the Nipah virus in Kerala in India.  The 

disease also spreads to pigs and in 1999, after the disease 

was first identified, millions of pigs were slaughtered in 

Malaysia to prevent the spread of the disease. 

 

Covid-19:  Covid-19 is the latest corona virus which is 

believed to have originated in bats and spread to humans in 

2019 from a wet market in Wuhan in China.  It has spread 

globally very rapidly and is continuing to spread with 

deadly consequences and has been the worst pandemic 

since the 1918 influenza pandemic. 

 

 The clear lesson to be learned from this is to respect 

virus-carrying bats and bacteria-carrying fleas and their 

hosts.  Also, it is not enough to stop eating and mixing with 

bats but we must stop eating and mixing with other animals 

that act as intermediaries for the virus between the bats and 

ourselves.  Hygiene has to be improved. 

 

Wet Markets and Factory Farming 

In wet markets, where live animals which carry viruses, 

such as rats, bats and pangolins to name but a few, are kept 

caged alongside each other in unnatural, cramped 

conditions, often being slaughtered amongst each other, the 

potential for creating new viruses like SARS and Covid-19 

is ripe.  They have been time bombs waiting to go off.  

Unless we stop these markets now, we will continue to 

invite new pathogens to infect us.  We now know that they 

can be transmitted very quickly all over the globe.  If a new 

virus was created that had the transmission rate of Covid-19 

and the fatality rate of Ebola, we would see worldwide 

death on an unimaginable scale. 

But whilst it may be easy to criticise the wet 

markets of China and other places for spreading pathogens, 

we must not overlook the possibility of spreading similar 

diseases ourselves through our own factory farms and long 

distance transport, which also create appalling conditions. 

 

Swine flu H1N1: Swine flu is common in pigs worldwide 

and although it does not commonly transmit to humans it 

can do so where people have regular exposure to pigs.  In 

2009 the swine flu pandemic H1N1 infected between 700 

million to 1.4 billion people and resulted in up to 575,000 

fatalities.  In 2015 31,156 cases of swine flu were reported 

in India resulting in 1,841 deaths.  Keeping large numbers 

of pigs in unnatural, confined states such as in factory 

farms, encourages the infection and spread of swine flu. 

Other swine flu outbreaks that have occurred which have 

arisen from pig farms include: 1976 US, 1988 US, 2007 

Philippines, 2009 Northern Ireland, 2015 Nepal, 2016 

Pakistan, 2017 Maldives. 

 

When the Covid-19 virus’ natural host is killed,  

it looks for the nearest new living host. 
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Many refer to use of higher welfare farming, but this is a 

drop in the ocean of global farming practices and, at 

current levels, does not prevent mass cruelty or the 

pandemics we have experienced.  Bad practices have to be 

ended and it is the responsibility of the UN and the 

governments of individual nations to enforce this.  

Otherwise we will see more pandemics and some of them 

will have both the spread of Covid-19 and the infection 

rate of Ebola.  Even if the whole world was vegan and 

there was one wet market left in China, that could be 

enough to wipe out human society as we know it.  The 

potentially massive effect on non-human species has not 

yet been fully understood. 

 Animal advocacy organisations must lobby at the 

highest levels, including governments, the EU and the 

United Nations to end the practices of wet markets, 

factory farming and long distance transport – in fact all 

practices that harm animals.  The 20 member International 

Coalition for Animal Welfare (ICFAW) really needs to 

press this point home at the UN and the Animal Interfaith 

Alliance, as the alliance of the faith based animal 

advocacy organisations, will lobby the UN as well.   

 As a relatively impecunious organisation, we have 

never been able to travel to conferences to lobby and have 

done all our campaigning electronically.  We have 

punched well above our weight in terms of campaigning 

activity to £ spent, as Marian’s report on the next few 

pages highlights.  Now all organisations will find 

themselves limited in their travelling abilities but AIA will 

be well prepared for the new world order and we will do 

our best, on behalf of our member organisations, to lobby 

for an end to animal cruelty globally. ֍ 
 

Researched from Wikipedia. 

Avian Flu H5N1: Influenza A/H5N1 was first isolated 

from a goose in China in 1996.  Human infections were 

first reported in Hong Kong in 1997.  Since 2003, more 

than 700 cases of Asian H5N1 in over 60 countries have 

been reported to the World Health Organisation (WHO).  

There are many strains and although fatalities are relatively 

low compared to other diseases, it is feared that it is only a 

matter of time before a new strain emerges which is more 

deadly.  Although less prevalent in humans the disease has 

caused pandemics amongst the bird population with the 

main breeding grounds being indoor commercial poultry, 

live poultry markets and backyard flocks. 

 

Why have lessons not been learned? 

Given the wealth of information we have about past 

pandemics, all of which were derived from our abuse of 

animals, why have we not analysed this data before and 

acted to prevent further pandemics?  How have we allowed 

Covid-19 to happen?  Who is responsible for this 

monumental negligence? Perhaps there is nothing positive 

to be gained by playing the blame game, but we must now 

address how we are going to prevent this ever happening 

again.  I believe that the UN must take responsibility for 

this.  Massive penalties need to be imposed on negligent 

governments. 

 

Bringing Change through the United Nations (UN) 

Clearly, living a healthy vegan lifestyle, whilst good for 

ourselves and the animals we have not harmed, will not 

stop the mass suffering of animals and global pandemics.  

We must take action to change the habits of our fellow 

human beings too.  How can this be done when so many of 

them are unable or unwilling to change their habits?   

Conditions in Chinese wet markets are ripe for 

the spread of diseases. 
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Chinese 

Wet Markets 

Girl eats whole bat from 

soup, potentially taking on 

the virus. 
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AIA’s Advocacy Activity - August 2019 to March 2020 
 

Marian Hussenbux - AIA International Campaigns Secretary 

UK Government: 

 

Our main focus over 

the past few months 

has been trying to get 

a clear picture of 

whether the much-

repeated promise to 

ban live exports will 

materialise. We wrote 

five times to Theresa 

Villiers, Boris 

Johnson and Zac 

Goldsmith, seeking 

assurances that there 

will be a ban, not that live exports will be ‘managed’ or 

‘controlled’, and that it will include animals for further 

fattening, not just for slaughter. We always receive replies 

from UK ministers, but they do not always clarify 

adequately, and, irritatingly, always remind us how we are 

a nation of animal lovers and we have gold standard 

animal welfare policies. Apparently, they will be even 

better post-Brexit. 

 We have also written in support of campaigns for a ban 

on keeping primates as ‘pets’, and, on two occasions, on 

the import/export of hunting ‘trophies’, to Johnson and 

also to George Eustice, new Secretary of State at DEFRA. 

 

Wales: 

We asked the Environment Minister to implement the 

installation of CCTV in all abattoirs, and received an 

encouraging reply. 

 The organisation Freedom for Animals sent out an open 

letter asking for Borth Zoo to be closed after repeated 

breaches of security and we signed up to that. 

 

Scotland: 

We asked the First Minister to outlaw glue traps and to ban 

the use of snares and traps. Their reply on the latter was not 

encouraging.  

 Invertebrates such as cephalopods and crustaceans have 

no legal protection (nor do they in the UK) so we asked 

Minister Mairi Gougeon to extend protection to these 

vulnerable creatures. 

 We mentioned in an earlier issue our objecting to 

aquaculture in Scotland. As a much larger salmon farm is 

applying for permission to open in the Isle of Arran, we 

protested to Minister Fergus Ewing against it. Reasons why 

such ‘farming’ is undesirable are legion – poor treatment of 

salmon forced to live in crowded sea-pens, lice on the fish, 

inter-breeding of escapees with wild fishes, destruction of 

predators such as seals, and pollution of the seas. 

 Once again, we wrote to thank Alison Johnstone MSP 

for frequently keeping animal issues such as hunting in the 

spotlight in the Scottish Parliament. 

Salmon - intensively farmed in Scotland 

with major welfare issues. 
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Europe 

 

In the Republic of Ireland, hare coursing had been 

suspended for reasons of disease affecting hares. We 

wrote to the licensing minister, Josepha Madigan, 

copy to the Taoiseach (PM), asking for this suspension 

not to be lifted – but we have to say that it has. 

 

We wished the excellent group Irish Council Against 

Blood Sports good fortune for the General Election on 

February 8. Two excellent TDs (MPs), animal 

advocates Maureen O’Sullivan and Tommy Broughan, 

were standing down and we hoped that new TDs with 

a desire to help the animals might be elected.  

 

Post Elections: Sinn Féin had indicated they will 

support a ban on fox hunting, so, once a new 

government has been formed, and after great success 

in the polls for Sinn Féin, we look forward to hearing 

that this comes to pass. 

 

Very good news is that the Irish Greens gained 7.1% 

of first preference votes and now have 12 seats in the 

Dáil. 

 

We wrote to all the Irish parties asking them to include 

a ban on both hare coursing and fox hunting in the 

new programme for government. 

 

 

Denmark: 

Good news is that there is a ban to come on the 

exploitation of wild animals in circuses, and four 

elephants kept captive in two zoos have been bought 

by the government, to retire them. 

France:  

We have written to Elisabeth Borne, the French Minister for the 

Environment, on two issues, one concerning the captive bears 

Boney and Glacha, whose companion Mischa recently died. We 

requested that the two survivors, also in very poor health, be sent to 

a reputable sanctuary.  

 Secondly, there is hippo Jumbo, kept alone in a circus, and we 

asked that he be transferred to a reputable sanctuary. 

 Another hippo, Boulie, a female, is also kept alone in another 

circus and we wrote to the Prefect of Le Var, who should be in a 

position to take action to save her. 

 Felines are exploited in a circus in Loiret – we wrote to the local 

Tourist Board asking them not to promote this facility as an 

attraction.  

 On the same subject, we also formally added our signature to an 

open letter to the Minister asking for a country-wide ban on the 

exploiting of wild animals in circuses. Increasing numbers of 

French cities do already have such a ban. 

 

We wrote to French Députés (MPs) who have not responded 

positively to appeals for a public enquiry and debate in the 

Assemblée Nationale on the validity of the animal model in 

experimentation. As we are fortunate enough to have Dr André 

Menache, veterinarian and expert on Toxicology as our Scientific 

Advisor, we asked if he would append his name to this. He agreed 

and kindly let us offer his contact details to the Députés. Of the 

funds consigned to medical experimentation, only 2% goes to 

researching alternative methods. 

 

We thanked Yvelines députée Aurore Berge for her open opposition 

to allowing minors into bullfights and for her advocacy on other 

animal welfare issues. 

  

There were plans to kill a stag in Double Forest. We asked the 

Prefect of Dordogne not to permit this. We heard that it was 

postponed, but are unaware if it was cancelled. 

Micha who died in French circus. 
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Germany: 

Shocking conditions and cruelty were exposed last year in 

the Laboratory of Pharmacology and Toxicology GmbH 

& Co. KG in Hamburg. 

 Dr Jane Goodall made a statement against this cruelty 

and we wrote in support of this to the company Director. 

A former federal agriculture minister, Renate Künast, a 

current Bundestag member, told the newspaper 

Süddeutsche Zeitung: “The expertise of those who carry 

out animal experiments is currently not sufficiently 

regulated.”  

 In February, the authority for health and consumer 

protection (BGV) reported: 

“. . .  has withdrawn with immediate effect the permission 

of LPT … to keep animals in Hamburg. After careful 

examination, the BGV is of the opinion that the operator 

in Mienenbüttel (Lower Saxony) and Hamburg-

Neugraben, is no longer reliable in terms of animal 

welfare law due to serious violations of the Animal 

Welfare Act and other violations of documentation and 

licensing requirements.… All experimental animals (at the 

Neugraben site primarily mice and rats) are to be 

transferred to suitable third parties within three weeks…” 

 

We asked BIAZA – British and Irish Association of Zoos 

and Aquariums and EAZA – European Association of 

Zoos and Aquaria to impose a ban on the use of  

bullhooks on elephants in their member zoos. In the 

United States, the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 

voted last year to phase out the bullhook, except in 

emergencies and non-routine medical procedures, and it is 

hoped to abolish the tool entirely by 2023.   

Spain: 

We appealed to the Mayor of Castrillón not to have killed 

five orphaned wild piglets, on account of perceived 

nuisance. They were saved and released in a safe non-

hunting area.  

 

In Carmona, Andalucía, we asked the Mayor for help with 

the unblocking of holes in a church which are used by a 

colony of kestrels. The unblocking was begun, but 

campaigners say it is not a wholly successful action. 

 

We have been in contact with International Network for the 

Abolition of Bullfighting for some time now. We are one of 

two British groups listed as supporters – the other is 

League Against Cruel Sports. The Director Marius Kolff 

has expressed interest in our organisation and has agreed to 

our using their logo to indicate our support of their work.  

 

Romania: 

Many readers will remember the appalling accident off the 

Romanian coast in December last year, when a live export 

ship capsized and the majority of the 14,000 sheep on 

board were drowned. A few were saved, but attempts to 

help them were belated. 

 We wrote to the Romanian Minister and three EC 

Commissioners to protest. Romania has a huge export trade 

to the Middle East and the EC had already complained 

earlier in the year about their sending sheep in seasons of 

high temperatures. The Romanian government took no 

notice, and the EC has now ordered an audit of their 

practices. 

 We also wrote to the Romanian Veterinary Medical 

College to ask if the requisite vets were on board and if so, 

if they were satisfied with conditions pertaining. 

We have had no replies. 

AIA is one of two  listed supporters 

in the UK of the International 

Network for the Abolition of 

Bullfighting. 
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United States: 

In support of The NonHuman Rights Project in the US, 

whose client elephants Beulah and Karen died in captivity 

at Commerford Zoo, we wrote to the State Commissioner 

asking her to investigate many abuses there and confiscate 

the third client Minnie, and all the other animals. We also 

wrote to two State Representatives asking them to use their 

good offices to have Minnie released from Commerford and 

sent to one of two sanctuaries in the US which offered to 

have her. 

 The Deputy Commissioner replied twice to us, before 

the death of Beulah, saying: “We are presently evaluating 

the Commerford facility’s exhibitor status in Connecticut 

and coordinating with other state and federal agencies, not 

just in regard to Beulah, but as to all of the wild animals in 

the facility’s possession and care.”  

 We have heard no more, so assume Minnie has not been 

confiscated. 

  

You might want to send a short email to the Commerford 

Zoo at commerfordzoo@yahoo.com -  urging them to 

release Minnie to a sanctuary. 

 For more information on all this excellent work, please 

see: www.nonhumanrights.org 

 

We asked the US Environment Protection Agency to ban 

the use of M-44 "cyanide bombs", which the Trump 

administration has re-authorised to kill wildlife. 

  

 

We asked the Speaker of New York City Council to end 

the carriage horse trade, and thanked the following 

legislators: California Governor Newsom for signing a 

protection of migratory birds order, and for a fur ban and 

ban on bobcat trophy-killing - Washington State Governor 

Inslee for ending the killing of wolves – Pennsylvania 

Governor for rescuing captive bear Dillan and having him 

transferred to sanctuary. Two tigers have also been sent to 

sanctuary. 

 

The State of Hawai’i -   we have an excellent contact there 

in the Hawai’ian Humane Society, the Public Policy 

Advocate, who keeps us well informed of new animal 

welfare Bills proposed. We have made formal submissions 

to the following four propositions: 

 ~Updating of companion/stray animals’ welfare 

regulations by shortening the hold period which will save 

lives by allowing Hawai’ian Humane Society staff to meet 

the needs of abandoned animals more quickly – and it was 

passed. We thanked Councillor Ann Kobayashi for her 

advocacy. 

 ~The humane tethering of dogs 

 ~Protecting of vets against civil liability claims for 

rendering emergency aid and – very importantly - 

requiring them to report suspected animal cruelty to the 

Committee on Commerce, Consumer Protection and 

Health.  

 The committee also passed another Bill which protects 

animals by restricting surgical procedures on pets to  

 

Minnie at Commerford Zoo – client of the 

NonHuman Rights Project. 

mailto:commerfordzoo@yahoo.com
http://www.nonhumanrights.org
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licensed veterinarians, prohibiting backyard c-sections, 

ear docking and other amateur operations. 

 ~ Hawai’i is one of four US states which does not yet 

have legislation to criminalise zoophilia. We asked a 

Representative and a Senator to hear the proposition, 

which is the first step on the way. Once the Bill had had 

its first hearing, we made our submission and thanked 

Rep. Takayama and Sen. Gabbard for their support.  

 So the above proposed Bills now have momentum 

and are moving through the legislative process. 

 

Aquatic Resources - we once again appealed to the body 

responsible not to allow wild reef fishes to be caught for 

the pet trade.  

 

In New Mexico, we thanked Democratic Sponsors and 

Co-Sponsors, and their Republican colleagues, who were 

extremely supportive, for ensuring SB 57 passed the 

Legislature, which will aid struggling families and reduce 

needless shelter animal euthanasia. We are delighted that 

Governor Michelle Lujan-Grisham has now signed the 

Bill into law. 

 

South Africa: 

The canned hunting of lions continues there unabated. 

We appealed to their High Commissioner in London to 

speak up against it and to convey our grave concern to 

his government. 

Canada: 

The spring black bear hunt might be returning to Ontario. We 

wrote to object to John Yakabuski, Natural Resources and 

Forestry Minister. As he is reported to have said that the hunt 

brings much revenue to the province, we made the point that 

visitors could well do just that if they were able to see wild 

bears alive and in their natural habitat, under a sensitively 

managed wildlife tourism scheme. The Minister acknowledged 

our letter and said he would update us on the result of 

consultation.  

 

Update on Whales: We covered The Whale Sanctuary 

Project in a previous issue of our magazine, and on Feb 26, 

we received the following good news. 

 The Whale Sanctuary Project will work with Sherbrooke 

and the Municipality of the District of St. Mary’s on the Eastern 

Shore of Nova Scotia to create a seaside sanctuary in Port 

Hilford for whales being retired from entertainment parks. 

 Charles Vinick, Executive Director said: “Of the hundreds 

of locations that we’ve researched in British Columbia, 

Washington State and Nova Scotia, Port Hilford stands out as 

the premier location for a whale sanctuary. 

 Port Hilford offers an expansive area that can be netted off 

for the whales in a bay that’s open to the ocean but is sheltered 

from storms. It has access to necessary infrastructure and plenty 

of room along the shore for the facilities that will be needed to 

care for the animals, as well as for an onsite education and 

interpretive centre. You couldn’t ask for a more welcoming and 

eager community than the people of the Sherbrooke area.” 

The Whale Sanctuary Project will open 

a whale sanctuary in Nova Scotia 
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Nepal: 

Once again, in late 2019, we had to contact Nepal in protest 

at the egregious cruelty of the five-yearly Gadhimai ritual 

sacrifice. Many thousands of animals – buffalos, goats, 

pigs, chickens and rats – are killed. 

 We wrote to the PM KP Sharma Oli, other Ministers – 

and, with the helpful input of Hindu American Foundation 

(HAF) - to the elders of the local community. 

 This is one of the quotations HAF gave us to use: "Deer, 

camel, donkey, monkey, rats, creeping animals, birds and 

flies - one should consider them like one's own children, 

and not differentiate between one's children and these 

creatures." (Bhagavata Purana 7.14.9) 

 The Temple elders could not be persuaded this time to 

end the sacrifices and do homage to the Goddess with foods 

like fruit, grains and clarified butter, and through austerity 

measures such as fasting.   

 The excellent Nepali animal welfare organisations are 

working to end the sacrifice, by education of the young, 

general awareness-raising and tenacious campaigning. 

 The government does not condone the sacrifice, but 

does not ban it. The Temple agreed to encourage pilgrims to 

give monetary donations instead of animals and to support 

awareness programmes led by animal welfare groups – but 

the sacrifices went ahead. 

 On February 21 we learned via a Mexican campaigning 

group that sacrifice continued at the temple until January 15  

 

Gadhimai Festival 2019 

– at which, despite the slight ameliorations agreed last 

year, such as the ban on killing animals under two years of 

age, and on killing pigeons, this went ahead too. 

 

Indonesia: 

We were pleased to thank the Indonesian Minister of 

Environment and Forestry for ceasing to license the 

travelling aspect of a dolphin circus, Wersut Seguni 

Indonesia. The dolphins were trucked from town to town 

in coffin-like crates, undergoing terrible suffering both in 

transport and ‘performing’. Excellent animal welfare 

groups have worked over some ten years to achieve this 

result. 

 We asked the Minister to finish the job and bring to an 

end the captivity of cetaceans in her country. 
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Australia: 

In an attempt to conserve native species, feral cat 

eradication is still practised in Australia. We wrote to the 

Environment Minister Sussan Ley asking her to put an 

end to a cruel policy which is also not effective. 

 

We thanked New South Wales Premier Gladys 

Berejklian for giving protection to Radiata Plateau Blue 

Mountains by making it a national park - and we 

appealed for more environmental protections. 

 

We wrote to Minister Ley about the proposed 

establishment of the East Antarctic Marine Park. 25 

countries which have an interest in and responsibility for 

the Antarctic met at the end of 2019 to discuss this 

project. 

 

Thirty years ago Australia and France led the world in 

banning mining in the Antarctic. Australia was taking 

the next step by promoting a protected area, the largest 

part of Antarctica: the East Antarctic, a haven for Adelie 

penguins and one of the most untouched places on Earth. 

We regret to say that there was no agreement reached at 

this meeting. 

 

The main issue which has traumatised Australians and 

us overseas alike has been the terrifying bushfires. 

Individually and as an association, we donated to rescue 

organisations which worked tirelessly and in terrible 

difficulties to save and care for injured koalas, 

kangaroos, wallabies, and all animals in need. 

 We thanked the Victoria Premier and Minister for 

agreeing to make food drops to all wildlife, not just 

endangered species. 

 However, despite the destruction, Australia is still 

killing its native animals by logging vitally important 

areas where koalas are still hanging on with difficulty, 

sometimes, in the case of Toowoomba in Queensland, 

for more housing.  We wrote to the NSW Premier and 

Scott Morrison, the federal Premier, in opposition to 

destruction of habitat per se, but that it is even more 

deplorable given that koalas could well become extinct 

in eastern states in the not too distant future. 

 Stop Press: this planning application has been 

withdrawn as it stands, but might be re-presented. 

 

Finally in Australia, to add insult to injury, 1080 poison 

is being dropped to kill unwanted animals. Please see:  

https://ban1080.org.au for information on how to help. 

 In brief: 1080 poison is an extremely potent chemical 

used to kill unwanted or unwelcome wildlife. It has 

been used in Australia since the 1950s.  

 It is in the same restricted regulatory schedule as 

other toxins like arsenic and cyanide and has 

been banned in most countries. It is considered a 

chemical of national security concern by the Federal 

Australian government.  There is no known antidote. 

Please Help the Animal 

Victims of Australia’s 

Bushfires 

The RSPCA in the UK has launched an appeal to help 

generous animal lovers to donate to the Australian 

RSPCA’s Bush Fire Appeal.  Please donate here:  

https://bushfires.rspca.org.au/ 

New Zealand: 

Once again, calves are being tormented in New Zealand 

rodeos. We wrote to Premier Jacinda Ardern, asking her to 

ban, as per the Labour pledge, this futile and callous 

activity.  

 

Finally, we responded to an appeal from the NZ Anti-

Vivisection Society and wrote to the PM asking her to have 

the Forced Swim Test banned. 

 

In summary: 

We wrote 69 letters or messages, sometimes on repeated 

matters, and apart from acknowledgments, received 18 

replies. ֍ 

https://ban1080.org.au
https://ban1080.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/20191203104850213-1.pdf
https://www.tga.gov.au/australian-state-territory-regulatory-controls-schedule-7-poisons
http://1080science.co.nz/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/Aerial-1080-Critical-Review_Pietak-Oct-26th-2011.pdf
https://www.nationalsecurity.gov.au/Securityandyourcommunity/ChemicalSecurity/Documents/Chemicals%20of%20Security%20Concern.pdf
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Can Humanity Prevent Insectageddon? 
 

Matt Shardlow is the CEO of Buglife.  He writes a monthly Country Diary column for the Guardian and sits on the BBC Rural 

Affairs Committee. 

Matt Shardlow MPhil 

Fig. 1. The role of insects, adapted from ‘UN Environment, 2019, 

We are losing the “Little things that run the world”’.  

 

requires fungi, algae, worms, insects, reptiles and an 

innumerable variety of microorganisms. Some less 

numerous species, although generally unseen, nonetheless 

play a critical role in maintaining the equilibrium of a 

particular place.” 

  As long ago as 1990 the Dalai Lama said “Many of 

the earth's habitats, animals, plants, insects and even 

microorganisms that we know as rare may not be known at 

all by future generations. We have the capability and the 

responsibility. We must act before it is too late.” 

 Insects make up over half the species on Earth, our 

planet’s health depends on them, so their enduring 

disappearance is intensely concerning. The rate of loss of 

insect life is much faster than that of higher profile wildlife 

like birds and mammals – the local extinction rate for 

insects is eight times higher!  There are many causes, and 

they all need to be addressed, but the evidence is clear, we 

will not halt the crisis without urgently reversing habitat 

loss and degradation, preventing and mitigating climate 

change, cleaning-up polluted waters, and replacing pesticide 

dependency with sustainable, agro-ecological farming 

methods. 

 There is much we can do as individuals to help save the 

little animals, including: 

 Making space for little animals in our gardens – 

flowers, deadwood piles, ponds, etc. 

 Buying food that has been produced to nature friendly 

standards, such as organic. 

 Encouraging the local authority and land owners to 

manage the countryside in invertebrate friendly ways. 

  

 But many of the changes that are needed require large 

scale coordination – changes to the funding of countryside  

The planet is having to face 

up to serious environmental 

challenges, and no problem 

is more deserving of greater 

attention and compassion than 

the decline in the status of the 

little animals that share the 

Earth with us. There is 

however much that we, people 

from all countries and creeds, 

can do to halt the impending 

calamity and to pass on a 

healthy planet to the next generation. 

 Insects and other invertebrates make up over 98% of all 

the animal species in existence, but around the world 

populations are in crisis. Recent studies paint a grim picture 

of the decline of essential insects across the planet. In 

Germany a recent study showed that the biomass of flying 

insects on nature reserves has dropped by 76% in just 27 

years, while the numbers of grassland butterflies across 

Europe has dropped so much that now you only see six 

butterflies for every ten that were flying in 1990.  Great 

drifts of dragonflies that once used to 

make the paddyfields of south-east 

Asia thrum with life have been 

reduced to a scatter of individuals and 

the moth snowstorm that UK drivers 

used to see in their headlights has 

evaporated. 

 A well-publicised review recently 

concluded that current declines could 

lead to the extinction of 41% of the 

world's insect species over the next 

few decades. Butterflies, moths, bees, wasps, and dung 

beetles are amongst the most at risk, along with freshwater-

dependent insects such as stoneflies, caddisflies and 

mayflies. A small number of unfussy, very mobile and 

pollutant-tolerant species are coping with the damage that 

humans are doing to our planet. These generalist species are 

becoming commoner, replacing the rich diversity of species 

that make up the fabric of life on Earth.  

 It is becoming increasingly obvious that our planet’s 

ecological balance is breaking and there is an urgent need for 

an intense and global effort to halt and reverse these dreadful 

trends – allowing the insect eradication crisis to become a 

catastrophe is not a rational or ethical option. 

 The problem has been recognized by spiritual leaders, the 

Pope stated in his 2015 Encyclical - “It may well disturb us 

to learn of the extinction of mammals or birds, since they are 

more visible. But the good functioning of ecosystems also  

———————- 

Current declines 

could lead to the 

extinction of 41% 

of the world's insect 

species over the 

next few decades. 

———————- 
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management to create more room for insects to thrive; 

changes to the chemicals we use and the pollution we emit 

to create safe spaces for insects; and changes to the funding 

of research and education to develop a friendlier relationship 

with little animals. 

 To achieve these shifts in society we will have to work 

together as groups of concerned and progressive citizens. 

This includes addressing the funding gap resulting from 

much more money being spent on animals that are more 

closely related to humans – for instance in 2010-2012 UK 

funders gave over 14 thousand times as much funding per 

species of mammal than per species of beetle, moth, bee and 

other invertebrates (see Figure 2). 

Fig. 2. 

From data gathered for ‘Murray, P., Cracknell, J., Godwin, H., 

and Scholfield, K. 2014 Where the Green Grants Went 6 - Patterns 

of UK Funding for Environmental and Conservation Work. 

Environmental Funders Network, London’. 

 

 Non-Governmental Organisations are leading the way, 

providing advice and guidance and establishing schemes that 

will help small animals to survive and thrive. 

 One such example is Buglife’s B-Lines scheme.  This 

programme establishes nationwide networks of 3km wide 

interconnected corridors that join up the remaining 

wildflower rich habitats (see Figure 3).  Used as a template 

for targeting habitat creation and restoration the scheme will 

ensure that habitats are linked back together in a highly cost 

effective manner.  These corridors and stepping stones will 

allow bees, beetles and all sorts of other animals and plants 

Anthophora Bimaculata 

to once again move around the countryside, to find safe 

places to live and to not get trapped by a changing climate. 

Already hundreds of organisations have become partners of 

the scheme and are working to create this new wildlife 

rescue network.  

 

Fig. 3. B-Lines map progress as of December 2020 

 This is just one example of the work that Buglife does 

to protect the little animals. Others include: rescuing 

crayfish from rivers threatened by invasive disease; 

persuading politicians to heed science and ban harmful 

insecticides; securing policy changes to reduce light 

pollution levels; rewetting peat bogs, saving insect refuges 

from development and engaging the public in surveys and 

conservation activities. 

 Perhaps you already support charities and initiatives 

helping larger animals, but small animals also need help.  

Please consider supporting Buglife as well, only with the 

patronage of the charity’s wonderful donors and members 

is it able to continue to make sure there is a space on the 

planet for all the animals. 

 You can Join Buglife online or donate to support one of 

the charity’s many projects and initiatives at 

www.buglife.org.uk.  ֍ 

 

Toothed Reed-Beetle (Donatia 

Dentata) 

http://www.buglife.org.uk
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APGVV Inquiry  

Respect for Religious and Philosophical Beliefs Whilst Eating in Care  
 

Judith Wilkings is a director of the Animal Interfaith Alliance (AIA) and a member of Quaker Concern for Animals (QCA) who 

attends meetings of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Vegetarianism and Veganism (APGVV) on  behalf of AIA and QCA. 

 

Judith Wilkings 

The All-Party Group met 

on Tuesday 28th January 

2020 in Portcullis House, 

Westminster. The event 

was a panel discussion to 

listen to oral evidence 

provided by the inquiry and 

was chaired by Christina 

Rees MP. Others in 

attendance were Henry 

Smith MP and Alex Sobel 

MP. Oral evidence was provided by Amanda Woodvine, 

Chief Executive Officer of Vegetarian for Life, Dr 

Jeanette Rowley, Chair of the Vegan Society’s 

International Rights Network and Jackie Pool, Director of 

Memory Care, Sunrise Senior Living. Oral evidence was 

also given by the invited guests. 

 Jackie Pool spoke of the need to understand 

expectations and ensure that the needs of the person were 

properly understood. She explained about the difficulties 

with dementia patients who have no recollection of their 

vegan/vegetarian lifestyle. Dr Jeanette Rowley gave 

several examples of abuse in the care system where the 

wishes of vegan/vegetarians had not been respected and in 

some cases ridiculed. Amanda Woodvine also gave an 

example of a lady Margaret, vegetarian with Independent 

Mental Capacity Advocacy being fed meat. Alex Sobel 

MP, a Jewish Vegetarian, raised the issues surrounding 

care in the home and whether the suppliers of food and 

ingredients were informed about the requirements of 

vegan/vegetarians. Henry Smith MP felt that most of the 

challenges were within the care homes and NHS Trusts.  

 

Lack of Understanding in NHS Trusts 

Both Henry Smith MP and Alex Sobel MP had to leave 

early to attend to Parliamentary business.  Christina Rees 

MP, vegan, spoke from personal experience of her 

difficulties with an NHS Trust. However, they did arrange 

for a dietician to speak with her resulting in very basic 

vegan food being offered. Jane, an attendee, spoke about 

her mother, a lifelong vegan having problems with two 

NHS Trusts. She finally accepted a vegetarian diet, which 

became compromised when she was moved to a low fibre 

diet resulting in little or no food being offered. Part of the 

problem appears to be a lack of training for dietary needs  

and staff worried about giving food not on the list e.g. in 

one instance, carrot soup could not be given in case it 

wasn’t considered to be low fibre. The lady had to rely on 

her relatives bringing in meals to sustain her whilst in 

hospital. Another attendee spoke about the role of the 

media trivialising veganism. She had been asked for input 

on a TV script which had then been ignored in favour of a 

more flippant approach. A question was raised by an 

attendee who was single, about what she could do to 

protect herself in the future, so that her philosophical 

beliefs would be respected in the future. Josephine, an 

attender asked whether vegan activists could start working 

now on care homes for vegans in 20 years’ time. She 

mentioned that some vegans don’t want to share a table 

with meat eaters.  

 Jackie Pool, Director of Memory Care at Sunrise Senior 

Care responded to Jane regarding her mother and the 

rigidity of some of the menus. Her care home employs a 

Head of Nutrition for their 46 

care homes and have signed the 

‘Memory Care and Inclusivity 

Pledge’ an initiative offered by 

the charity, Vegetarian for Life. 

Jackie explained the problem 

with dementia patients who sit 

with a friend at mealtimes and 

often want the meal the other 

person is having. She said that 

they plate up the meals rather 

than use menus and offer meals on the plate. After today’s 

discussion she was thinking of implementing two plated up 

Vegan/Vegetarian meals so that a choice was offered which 

hopefully would go some way to alleviate the difficulty. 

 Christina Rees MP asked if a top down or bottom up 

approach would be best. Dr Jeanette Rowley, Chair of 

Vegan Society’s International Rights Network suggested a 

top down approach to see how changes can be 

implemented. 

 

Memory Care and Inclusivity Pledge 

Amanda Woodvine, Vegetarian for Life, said her charity 

was working with Care Inspectors. Their website 

www.vegetarianforlife.org.uk offers a ‘Memory Care and 

Inclusivity Pledge’ which can be signed by care homes.  

——————–—— 

Part of the problem 

appears to be a lack of 

training for dietary 

needs and staff worried 

about giving food not 

on the list . 

————————— 

http://www.vegetarianforlife.org.uk
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They are currently working with care homes across the 

UK and so far 1,250 care homes have signed ‘The 

Pledge’ which requires them to implement ‘The Five 

Fundamentals’. In answer to Josephine’s question she 

said that a few years ago her charity had been involved 

with care homes for vegan/vegetarians, but it wasn’t 

successful as most residents of care homes want to be 

in their local area. It was suggested that the website UK 

Cohousing offers some vegetarian and vegan housing. 

Amanda had checked under Freedom of Information. 

Safeguarding incidents had been lodged, but nothing 

regarding food.  

 Christina Rees MP asked what changes could be 

made to respect the philosophical beliefs of people in 

care? Amanda spoke about Care Certificates and 

working with educational bodies such as City & Guilds 

and engagement with the Care Quality Commission 

(CQC).  Currently Scotland are very engaged. 

Christina Rees MP for Neath in Wales wanted to know 

why Wales we’re not as engaged with the CQC as 

Scotland. Dr Jeanette Rowley spoke of the need for 

setting up a Power of Attorney for protection in the 

future. Amanda again referred us to 

www.vegetarianforlife.org.uk to their ‘Advance 

Directive’ which is a statement of your wishes and care 

preferences, which can be downloaded and once 

completed given to your GP or anyone involved with 

your care.  

 The meeting closed with a group photo and brief 

video which will be tweeted by the organisers. ֍ 
On 13th October 2019 Cardinal John Henry Newman (1801-1890) 

was canonised as a saint by Pope Francis.  

Saint John Henry 

Newman 

‘Cruelty to animals is as 

if man did not love 

God…there is something 

so dreadful, so satanic, 

in tormenting those who 

have never harmed us, 

and who cannot defend 

themselves, who are 

utterly in our power’. 

http://www.vegetarianforlife.org.uk
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CCA Awards Ceremony 2019 

On Saturday 2nd November 2019, CCA held 

its 2019 Awards Ceremony at the 

Rembrandt Hotel, Kensington, London.  

 The St Francis and St Hubert Awards 

honour exceptional individuals who have made 

outstanding contributions towards advancing 

animal welfare and status in human society.  In 

particular, the St Francis Award recognises 

individuals who have dedicated their lives to 

improving animal welfare and advancing 

animals’ status in human society. The St Hubert 

Award recognises individuals who have given 

up activities that exploit animals to become 

examples of compassionate living. This year the 

awards went to individuals who have gone to 

extraordinary lengths for the sake of farmed 

animals at great personal cost. 

Further details in The Ark spring 2020 issue. 

Left to Right: Jay Wilde (joint St Hubert Award winner), Katja Wilde (joint 

St Hubert Award winner), Fr Martin Henig, Lorraine Platt (CAWF), Duncan 

McNair KHS (STAE), Joyce D’Silva (CIWF and former St Francis Award 

winner), Chris Fegan (CCA Chief Executive), Barbara Gardner (Ark Editor, 

CCA), Dr Clara Mancini (CCA Chair), Dr Richard Ryder (CCA Scientific 

Advisor) and Rev. Christa Blanke (Animals Angels founder and St Francis 

Award winner). 

St Francis Award 2019 

The St Francis Award recognises individuals who have 

dedicated their lives to improving animal welfare and 

advancing the status of animals  in human society. 

 Rev. Christa Blanke is the founder  of Animals’ 

Angels, an organisation that monitors and reports on 

conditions in animal transport and slaughter across Europe 

and beyond, that fights to improve conditions, and follows 

and accompanies the animals on their excruciating last 

journeys.  Christa has dedicated many years to helping and 

staying with the animals through the worst time of their 

lives, witnessing with great courage soul-destroying realities 

in order to raise awareness of and relieve their extreme 

suffering. The moving film ‘10 

Years of Animals Angels Work in 

the Field’ was screened. For 

further information visit Animals’ 

Angels’ website at:  

www.animlas-angels.de 

Rev. Christa Blanke (left) 

receiving the St Francis Award 

from CCA Chair Dr Clara 

Mancini (right). 

St Hubert Award 2019 

The St Hubert Award recognises individuals who have 

given up activities that exploit animals to become examples of 

compassionate living. 

 Jay and Katja Wilde have transformed the beef farm 

Jay had inherited through generations, into an organic vegan 

farm.  In spite of his cultural heritage, Jay could no longer bear 

to send the animals he had been rearing and caring for to a 

terrifying death.  Rather than selling their last herd for a very 

substantial profit to support the farm’s complex and risky 

transition, Jay and Katja made the courageous and 

compassionate choice to give 

their cows to Hillside Animals 

Sanctuary, allowing them to live 

out a safe and happy life 

together.  

 The BAFTA award winning 

film ‘73 Cows’ was screened at 

the event. 

 

Katja Wilde (left) and Jay Wilde (centre) 

receiving the St Hubert Award from CCA 

Chair Dr Clara Mancini (right). 
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isolation in conflict zones and given that love which we call 

'humane' though often expressed where most needed in 

conflict zones by non-human creatures.  

Lord hear us… Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord, we pray for all animals who have been killed, 

suffered from wounds, suffered from trauma, have lost 

security and habitat; have suffered from malnutrition and 

from neglect as a result of the devastation of war. We pray 

for a time when swords will be beaten into ploughshares, and 

spears into pruning hooks, when humans and all other 

creatures will at last enjoy the heavenly bliss promised when 

Our Lord will restore all creation to the new Jerusalem, a 

new Eden. 

Lord hear us… Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord, we ask for protection for all animals in the care 

of the armed forces and the police, whether on active service 

or on ceremonial duties, not forgetting police dogs so often 

on the front-line and facing danger when confronting 

criminals in our own country. We pray also for the wild 

animals on MOD land in this country and on sovereign bases 

abroad, and we pray for all those in the armed services as 

well as licensed civilians responsible for other creatures. 

Finally, we pray for ourselves and for all creation. 

Lord hear us… Lord graciously hear us. ֍ 

ASWA Intercessions for Remembrance Sunday  
 

On Sunday 10th November 2019 the ASWA Remembrance Service for Animals was held at the Animals in War Memorial, Park 

Lane, London, led by ASWA Chair Rev. Helen Hall and ASWA Vice-President the Rev. Prof. Fr Martin Henig.  Fr Martin has 

kindly shared his intercessions from the memorial service with us here. 

 

Rev. Prof. Fr Martin Henig 

Loving Lord, we pray for  your  wonder ful creation; we 

pray for peace in our world; we pray for mindfulness of and 

forgiveness for the long history of human conflict resulting in 

the suffering of humans and other animals over countless 

generations; we pray for those engaged or co-opted in 

conflict, both as combatants and as civilians, and all creatures 

who have suffered and are suffering as a result of war, 

especially in the past century or so.  

 

 This afternoon we meet together in prayer especially for 

those who have cared and continue to care for animals in 

battle and in conflict zones, whether members of armed 

forces or civilians, just as we pray for the animals 

themselves. We give thanks for the love and gentleness of all 

who have honoured and continue to honour the integrity of 

life, human and non-human, as the gift of God. 

Lord hear us...Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord, we give thanks for those animals that have born 

the burden in wars, not their own choosing, for the species 

shown on this memorial. We remember the horses taken from 

their farms to serve as cavalry mounts and as beasts of 

burden; we also recall the many donkeys and asses, camels 

and elephants, dogs and pigeons employed in war. 

Lord hear us… Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord, we pray for the animals that have been loving 

companions to men and women, facing loneliness, and  

Front row from left to right: Samantha Chandler (ASWA Secretary), PC Emma 

Robling with her dog Eddie, Rev. Helen Hall (ASWA Chair) and Fr Martin Henig. 

ASWA Vice President. 
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Advertise  

in Animal Spirit  
 

 

Member organisations can  

receive an advert for free  

in each  

Animal Spirit magazine.  
 

Rates for non-members: 

Quarter page - £25.00 

Half page  - £50.00 

Full Page - £100.00 

 

Includes an advert  

on the AIA website and social media. 
 

Contact the editor at  

Barbgard.aia@gmail.com 

 

The Phyllis Mary Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Do you run a small, struggling  

animal rescue centre or sanctuary? 
 

If so, CCA’s Phyllis Mary Trust  

has funds that could help to support it 

 

Please see the CCA website for an application form  

at www.catholic-animals.com/activities/helping-samll-

sanctuaries/ 

 

Or contact Sheila Thomas  

at phyllismarytrust@gmail.com 

Catholic Concern for Animals 
requires a 

Part-Time Finance & Administration 

Manager  
 

CCA is seeking an enthusiastic individual to join our 

dynamic team as a part-time Finance & 

Administration Manager. 

 Reporting to the Chief Executive, you will be 

responsible for the charity’s finances, membership and 

general administration.  You will be an experienced, but 

not necessarily qualified, accountant who is proficient in 

Microsoft Excel, Word and Sage payroll and can produce 

budgets, quarterly management accounts and year-end 

financial accounts. You will also have a genuine 

sympathy with CCA’s cause.  The time requirement will 

be two days a week with five weeks holiday a year, 

working from home. 

 For further information including a job description 

and person specification please 

email the Chief Executive, Chris 

Fegan at chrisfegan@catholic-

animals.com. 

The closing date for applications 

is 30th April 2020. 
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ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE 
 

FRIEND FORM 
 

 

Title:   Dr______  Mr _______  Mrs _______  Ms _______  Other ________ 

First name _____________________________________    Surname: ______________________________________ 

 

I wish to become a friend of the Animal Interfaith Alliance: _______ 

Or –                  I wish to renew my friendship of AIA:            _______ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________  Postcode: __________________ 

Country: _____________________________   Email Address: __________________________________________ 

Telephone number: _____________________  Mobile number: __________________________________________ 

 

AIA will retain the personal information provided on this form as long as you remain a subscriber. We will update it 

whenever we hear from you that changes are needed. Unless you give us permission, we can do nothing other than 

keep it safe.  

Please mark here to let us know that we have your permission to contact you: 

[   ] By email regarding membership matters (e.g. annual renewal) 

[   ] By post regarding membership matters (e.g. annual renewal) 

[   ] By email to send the Animal Spirit magazine 

 

Type of Annual Friend (please tick): 

Individual Friend £15.00 _______       or Individual Friend Concessions £7.50 _______ 

I would like to make a donation of £ ________________ 

 

Please either make cheques payable to ‘The Animal Interfaith Alliance’ and send with this form to                                                                                            

The Membership Secretary, AIA, 19 Sudeley Grove, Hardwick, Cambridge, CB23 7XS. 

 

Or make bank transfers to Tr iodos Bank, Sort code: 16-58-10, Account number: 20530234 

 

Or pay by annual standing order 

To (name of your Bank/Building Society) ___________________________________________________________ 

Bank’s Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  Post Code __________________________ 

My account number is ___________________________ Sort Code ____________________ 

I would like to give the sum of £ _________________ on the 1st day of each month/year,  

starting on ______ /______ (Month/Year) until further notice in writing, to account number 20530234 of The Animal 

Interfaith Alliance, Triodos Bank, sort code 16-58-10. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
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www.animal-interfaith-alliance.com 

 

 

The Animal Interfaith Alliance’s  

Vision 
Vision: A peaceful world where people of all faiths and none work together to treat animals with respect 

and compassion. 

 

Mission: To create a united voice for animals from all the world’s faiths and spiritual beliefs, based on their 

founders’ teachings, to lead the world in the humane treatment of animals. 

 

 

Faith Leaders Working Together for Animals 
 

I n the spirit of interfaith cooperation and for the sake of the billions of animals suffering in our 

world today, who should not be excluded from our moral circle, we would like to see the spir itual 

leaders of all faiths join together to make a joint statement on treating animals with compassion.  We would 

also like these leaders to campaign for a Universal Declaration for Animal Welfare at the United Nations to 

give animals the basic rights they deserve, to live their lives free from the suffering and pain inflicted on 

them by human beings. 

 

Our main spiritual leaders already believe that animals should be treated with love and compassion and 

should be included in our moral circle.  Here are a few quotes from some of them: 

 

 

His Holiness, The Dalai Lama: ‘In Buddhism the highest spiritual ideal is to cultivate compassion for all 

sentient beings and to work for their welfare to the greatest possible extent’. 1  

 

Satish Kumar: ‘Love is not love if it does not include love of animals.  What kind of compassion is it which 

adores human life, but ignores the slaughter of animals?… We, the Jains, advocate an unconditional and 

unequivocal reverence for all life’.2 

 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu: ‘Churches should lead the way by making clear that all cruelty – to other 

animals as well as human beings – is an affront to civilised living and a sin before God’3 

 

Pope Francis in Laudato Si’: ‘Clearly the Bible has no place for a tyrannical anthropocentrism 

unconcerned for other creatures’.4 
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