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Please Help AIA Support Animals 
 

 

AIA is a unique alliance of organisations which represent all the major faiths.  Not only is it the 

only organisation to speak out on the moral treatment of animals by drawing on the combined 

wisdom of all the faiths, but it also promotes social harmony by bringing the faith groups 

together on an issue that they all share a concern for. Such cooperation between the faiths is what 

politicians are encouraging and, as such, they are listening to AIA.  
 
 

Therefore AIA is in a uniquely strong position to campaign for animals. 
 

 

However, in order to continue campaigning for animals AIA needs funds.  Please 

make any donation you can by visiting our website and donating via PayPal or by completing the 

‘Friend’ form on page 31 and sending a cheque. Your support is very much appreciated. 

 

Animal 

Spirit 

Magazine 
Previous editions 

of Animal Spirit 

can be found on the 

AIA website . 
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F ollowing a very 

active year of 

campaigning in 

2017, I am most 

enthusiastic about our 

plans for 2018.  We have 

already responded to two 

animal welfare inquiries 

put forward by the 

Environment Secretary, 

the Rt Hon. Michael Gove 

MP. The first concerned 

the new Animal Welfare (Sentencing and Recognition of 

Sentiency) Bill and the second concerned the fur industry.  

We are delighted that Michael Gove is taking such an 

active interest in animal welfare matters and also that the 

Labour Party, too, are showing concern, having issued their 

Animal Welfare Plan in February. Feedback from the 

results of the last general election informed politicians that 

the electorate are very concerned about animal welfare and 

the politicians are reacting accordingly. After years of the 

animal welfare movement knocking on closed doors, we 

can now embrace this new opportunity of openness to get 

our message across to the government and bring about real 

improvements for animal welfare in the UK. 

 

Brexit 

Brexit has created challenges and opportunities for animal 

welfare.  The biggest opportunity is for the UK to improve 

standards for animal welfare, unconstrained by EU rules. 

For example, we can ban live exports, the imports of 

puppies and foie gras.  We have been working on these 

opportunities with other animal welfare organisations 

through our alliance with  the UK Centre for Animal Law 

(A-LAW) which has produced the document Brexit: 

Getting the Best Deal for Animals that has been distributed 

to UK politicians and other decision makers.  We have also 

worked with Eurogroup through Catholic Concern for 

Animals’ membership of them.  Chris Fegan has sat on 

Eurogroup’s Brexit Working Party which has also 

produced a Brexit document to create the best deal for 

animals whilst leaving the EU.   

 Whilst one of the challenges of leaving the EU is that 

we will no longer be able to influence EU policy on animal 

welfare from the inside (as organisations like CIWF, the 

RSPCA and others have done in the past), hopefully, if the 

UK can raise its standards of animal welfare, it will set an 

example for other countries to follow. There is more about 

all of these issues in the following pages. 

  

 

Animals and the Law 

A major theme of this edition of Animal Spirit is using the 

law to help animals.  I am delighted to feature articles from 

two senior animal protection lawyers, Gary Francione from 

the U.S. and David Thomas from the UK who addressed the 

AIA AGM last November on this subject. Also we feature 

the work of Duncan McNair KHS, a corporate litigation 

lawyer, for his inspirational work as founder and CEO of 

Save the Asian Elephant.  We review the book Bees-at-Law 

by barrister Noël Sweeney and we also report on The UK 

Centre for Animal Law (ALAW) who have, along with 

Wildlife and Countryside Link and many other animal 

protection organisations, including AIA and some of its 

member organisations, produced the document Brexit: 

Getting the Best Deal for Animals. 

 

Internal Changes 

I am delighted to welcome Pan-Orthodox Concern for 

Animals as a new member of the Alliance.  They are newly 

established and further details about them are below. 

 I am also delighted to welcome Keval Shah to the board 

and to thank Ketan Varia, who has stood down from the 

board after completing three years of service, for all his hard 

work.  As Jains, both bring an enormous wealth of wisdom 

to the Alliance, for which we are most appreciative. ֍ 

The Animal Interfaith Alliance in 2018 
 

 

By Barbara Gardner 

Welcome to Pan-Orthodox Concern 

for Animals 

AIA welcomes Pan-Orthodox Concern for Animals as 

a new member.  Recently set up as a char ity, their  

mission is the advancement of Christian respect and 

responsibility for the animal creation with special 

reference to Eastern Orthodox teachings.  They aim to 

promote Christ’s loving compassionate care for all of His 

creatures and to advance the Patristic teachings that 

people, as Image, are to replicate Christ’s love and 

compassion for all of His created beings.  They also aim 

to inform their readers that this subject has been 

discussed both in the Bible and by the early Church 

Fathers. 

 For further information go to: 

http://panorthodoxconcernforanimals.org/ 
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News from the Member Organisations 

The Christian Vegetarian Association UK have changed 

their name to Christian Vegetarians and Vegans UK to 

reflect the growing number of their supporters who have 

become Vegan.  Further details are above. 

 The Jewish Vegetarian Society (JVS) will be opening 

an upgraded building later this year which they will be 

reporting on in the autumn edition of Animal Spirit.  You 

can help them fundraise towards this by visiting their 

website at www.jvs.org.uk. 

 Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA) will be holding a 

conference on 23rd June 2018 entitled Animal Advocacy in 

the Era of Laudato Si’.  This will be held at the University 

of East Anglia (UAE) in Norwich and will have Prof. Gary 

Francione as the keynote speaker.  Please see the advert at 

the back for further details. 

 CCA will also be holding its annual Ecumenical 

Animal Welfare Retreat at Hinsley Hall in Leeds from 

Monday 10th to Thursday 13th September 2018.  Please 

see the advert at the back for further details. 

 

Christian Vegetarians and 

Vegans UK 

A IA member organisation, the Christian Vegetarian 

Association UK have changed their name to 

Christian Vegetarians and Vegans UK to reflect the 

growing number of their supporters who have become 

Vegan. They welcome and encourage all who want to 

refrain from a carnivorous diet in accordance with their 

Christian principles, while acknowledging that the diet given 

in the first chapter of our Holy Scripture is Vegan. 

Along with the new name they have a new website –  

www.christian-vegetariansvegans.org.uk  

with information about them, contact details, and from 

where you can download their latest magazine and new 

leaflet: FAITH AND DIET: CHRISTIANITY AND 

VEGETARIANISM/VEGANISM. They can also supply 

paper copies for distribution. No charge but donations to 

help cover the postage are welcome. 

 

 

Interfaith Celebration 

for  

Animals 2018 
  

Saturday 14th July at 

3.00pm  
 

at Golders Green Unitarians,  
31 Hoop Lane, Golders Green, NW11 8BS.   

 

A chance to meet with like-minded 

people of all faiths who share a concern 

for animals and listen to readings from 

all the major faiths. 

 

 

Vegan refreshments to follow 

 

 

All Welcome! 

 The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (ASWA) 

will be holding a day’s conference on Saturday 6th October, 

followed by their annual service on Sunday 7th October 

2018.  Further details in the advert at the back.  They will 

also be holding their annual remembrance service for animals 

at the Animals in War Memorial in Park Lane on Sunday 

11th November at 3.00pm. 

 In February, Woodbrooke, Europe’s only Quaker Study 

Centre, ran a six week long online course on A Quaker 

Response to Animal Suffering The main aim was to engage 

Friends with an important issue that is all too often ignored, 

trivialised or met with hostility. This is reported on later in 

this issue. 

 Finally, we will be holding the annual Interfaith 

Celebration for Animals at Golders Green Unitarians on 

Saturday 14th July 2018 at 3.00pm. ֍ 
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AIA’s Campaigning Activity in 2017/18 
 

 

By Marian Hussenbux 
 

Britain 
 

I n Britain, over the past 

six months, we have 

lobbied on many issues: 

To Michael Gove, DEFRA 

Minister, on the following: 

The EU ‘Article 13’ (Animal 

Sentience) missing from the 

Post-Brexit Repeal Bill, CCTV 

in slaughterhouses, the 

promise to ban live exports 

post-Brexit, supporting the 

Compassion Day of Action 

against live exports in September 2017, elephant ivory, both 

legal and illegal. 

 As Theresa Villiers MP had tabled a Ten Minute Rule 

Bill to debate the promise to ban live exports, we wrote to 

thank her. 

 The Bank of England took the decision to use tallow as 

a coating for bank notes – we wrote to Governor Mark 

Carney to object, as, apart from secular objections to use of 

an animal product, several faiths find this abhorrent.  

 

Wildlife 

The Easton Harriers had been filmed seeming to kill hares 

when they claimed they were killing rabbits. We wrote to 

the Suffolk Chief Constable and Crown Prosecution Service 

asking why, given much clear video footage which we had 

watched, in which a huntsman appeared to be hiding a hare 

under his jacket, there was no action taken against them. 

The Wildlife Crime Police Officer for Suffolk replied 

saying that they were taking no legal action against this 

hunt due an absence of evidence.   

 Sir John Randall, a government environmental advisor, 

met with three young British conservationists last year and 

agreed with many of their concerns about wildlife issues – 

the illegal killing of raptors to benefit grouse shooting, 

allied killing of hares (of whom he himself is a champion) 

et al. We sent our compliments and thanks for his 

encouragement of these compassionate and well-informed 

young people. 

 We wrote again to CITES and DEFRA about elephant 

calves exported from Namibia to the UAE and to the 

Zimbabwe ministers on the same subject, this time to China 

– please see below. 

 

Luna 

We thanked London Mayor Sadiq Khan for welcoming 

puppy Luna into his family.    

 

Brood Management Plan 

DEFRA and their allied body Natural England (NE) are 

intending to implement their Brood Management Plan, 

which involves taking rare hen harrier eggs and/or chicks 

from their natural nests and parents, raising them in 

captivity and releasing them at an appropriate age, which 

coincides with the opening of the grouse shooting season. 

 We know of no conservation group which considers this 

plan as anything but nonsense. 

  This is DEFRA/NE’s response to the scarcity of raptors 

near grouse moors – and even they, in their reply to us, 

acknowledged that illegal persecution plays a part in this 

scarcity.  

 So rather than try to stop the persecution, it is easier to 

translocate the eggs and chicks. By this means, landowners 

will be assured that breeding populations of hen harriers 

will not be permitted to increase on their grouse moors. 

 AIA is strongly in opposition and the reply we received 

reveals that pro-shooting organisations, one of which, The 

Moorland Association, is actually funding and in charge of 

this ludicrous plan, are the people to whom DEFRA/NE is 

listening. 

 As of February 26, there is now a legal challenge to this 

plan. Dr. Mark Avery, conservationist and writer, has 

engaged legal counsel and it could be that brood 

management, licensed by Natural England, and known to 

most nature conservationists as 'brood meddling', “is 

actually illegal because better, more sensible and more 

effective measures exist”. 

 

Stop press: 

The RSPB reports that the satellite tag of Marc, a 2017 hen 

harrier from the Scottish Borders, tagged as part of the 

RSPB’s EU-funded Hen Harrier LIFE project, suddenly 

stopped transmitting on February 5.  

  

Hen Harrier 



 

7 

 

 He had flown near to a grouse moor at Middleton-in-

Teesdale in the North Pennines. Neither Marc nor his tag 

have been found. Yet again, another mysterious 

disappearance which may never be explained if DEFRA and 

Natural England continue as they have done in the past.  

 

Bird Trapping in Cyprus 

Continuing with birds, this time in Cyprus on the British 

military base, the Ministry of Defence is doing positive 

work trying to stop the trapping and killing of migratory 

birds crossing the island. 

 

Labour Animal Welfare Plan 

In February, the Labour Party issued their comprehensive 

Animal Welfare Plan and we thanked them for this – it 

covers the badger cull, puppy farming, live exports, wildlife 

crime and many other aspects of concern. 

 

Mountain Hares and Golden Eagles in Scotland 

In Scotland, we wrote again to the Minister on the mass 

slaughter of mountain hares, to Alison Johnstone and Mark 

Ruskell MSPs, thanking them for a mountain hare motion in 

Parliament, and congratulating them on being awarded the 

Lord Houghton accolade for their animal welfare work, to 

the Cabinet Secretary and Visit Scotland on their promotion 

of the killing of mountain hares.  

 We also wrote to the government and Scottish Natural 

Heritage about their planned release of golden eagle 

chicks, caught in the Highlands, to be released to repopulate 

the South of Scotland. As they are already persecuted there, 

this seems reckless. 

  A tagged young eagle was picked up dead in the sea in 

February 2018, an event which happened after our letter to 

them and rather proved the point. 

Golden Eagle 

Europe 
 

Hare Coursing in Ireland 

Moving to European issues, hunting and coursing are still a 

huge problem in Ireland.  We have written to a succession 

of Taoiseachs and 

Ministers over the 

years, asking them 

to work to end the 

cruelty, to no 

avail. We wrote to 

Leo Varadkar, the 

new Taoiseach, 

introducing AIA 

and asking him to 

take an interest in 

this important 

matter, reflect on 

it and act against 

it. Our letters 

usually get passed 

on to another 

department which then issues a brief acknowledgment. 

 However, in February 2018, having written to the 

Taoiseach, his Deputy Simon Coveney and two other 

Ministers, we received a two page letter from the Minister 

of Agriculture, Michael Creed, explaining how hare 

coursing is regulated, to which we replied with more 

objections. 

  Heather Humphreys, previous Minister, who issued the 

licences to Coursing Clubs, gave way to Josepha Madigan, 

who seems to be equally in favour of the activity, even 

increasing the number of days available for coursing. 

 There was an Animal Welfare debate in the Irish Dáil in 

2017, but very few TDs (MPs) supported a ban on coursing 

– certainly none from the major parties. We wrote to thank 

those who did and received replies from two. 

 

Ban on Wild Animals in Circuses in Ireland 

More positively, Minister Michael Creed announced a ban 

on wild animal circuses in Ireland and we wrote to thank 

him. 

 

Bullfighting in the Azores, Spain and Portugal 

Not only are bullfights regularly arranged in the Azores, but 

there are still sections offered in which children can take 

part. However, we were happy to thank one priest, Father 

Ricardo Tavares, Fenais da Luz, São Miguel, for speaking 

against bullfighting and ending them in his parish.  

 In Spain, we asked the Autonomous Government of 

Galicia to end traditional local bullfighting called capeas 

and novilladas, organised for minors at a festival specially 

for them, the Festa da Xuventude. Their reply to us outlined 

safety measures they intended to take, not quite what we 

were requesting.  

 We thanked the Portuguese President for not accepting 

an invitation to attend a bullfight and appealed to him to 

refuse others he might receive. 

 

Hare 
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Canada  
 

We are pleased to report that in February we wrote to 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau asking him to ensure that a 

plan to rewrite their environmental laws will be honoured. 

Canada is losing many wild species and this would be the 

moment to try to reverse the trend.  

 The good news is that a $1.3 billion investment in new 

protected areas and in species at risk conservation has now 

been allocated ‘and marks the beginning of the most 

exciting environmental campaign in Canada over the next 

five years’. 

 Canada has made an international commitment to 

protect 17% of its lands and waters by 2020.  

 We had previously contacted the Veterinary College of 

Ontario about a vet who had been filmed ill treating 

animals in his clinic – his licence was restored, which 

seemed premature, but we were told he had to undergo re-

training and is on probation.  

 

 

United States 
 

The United States has again featured frequently among our 

concerns. We have written to Governors and Mayors about 

elephants in circuses, rodeos and – yet again – horse-drawn 

traffic in New York City. We asked the NYC mayor Bill de 

Blasio – as he promised before election to the mayoralty – 

to impose a total ban on the horse-drawn carriage trade in 

the city.  

 We had previously mentioned the release of the 

damning 2007 Comptroller’s Audit, showing that agencies 

such as the Department of Health and Consumer Affairs 

have failed to adequately regulate this industry; we 

supported local campaigners by writing again to the City 

Comptrollers about an independent audit to establish if 

existing legislation is indeed being enforced.  

 

Mustangs and Burros 

Mustangs and burros are still threatened by ranching 

interests, as they are rounded up and their bands broken up 

and families disrupted. We wrote to the relevant 

committees of the Advisory Board, but it seems that the 

only people concerned about these poor creatures are the 

voluntary groups who try to rescue them from slaughter.  

 

Seneca White Deer 

We sent our congratulations to Dennis Money of the 

Seneca White Deer Group on receiving the honour of local 

Citizen of the Year. He has done excellent work in his area 

for many species of wildlife, not just the deer. 

Circus Elephants in France 

In France, elephant Maya is kept in a circus in a woeful 

state of health about which the local Prefect (Lot et 

Garonne) had not been concerned, though she had been 

asked to arrange an inspection by elephant specialists to 

ascertain Maya’s current health status and needs.  Under 

pressure, an inspection was later agreed for December 

2017, but the circus, having taken legal action to try to 

silence objections by One Voice, the campaigning 

organisation we are supporting, succeeded in keeping Maya 

away from public view. 

 We are pleased to report that, on 13th February 2018, 

the court found in favour of One Voice. 

 There are two other elephants in this circus, Nelly and 

Brigit, also in poor health, and aged. 

 We wrote twice to the Prefect about Maya, and know 

that this is an on-going matter. 

Corrida in France  

Also in France, the Mayor of Nîmes had refused to meet 

anti-corrida people, including Pamela Anderson – we wrote 

to ask him to take an interest in a cruel activity. 

 

President Macron 

We also wrote to President Macron on two matters – the 

judicial overturning of a ban on breeding captive orcas in 

France, and the requirement agreed in 2016 and due to be 

enforced in 2018 to have CCTV in all abattoirs in France. 

We thanked the Député Olivier Falorni for being prepared 

to submit an amendment restoring the CCTV requirement 

in abattoirs. 

Maya the Circus Elephant 

Captive Orcas in France 
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Africa 
 

Trophy Hunting in Zimbabwe 

In Africa, the killing of wildlife by tourists continues. After 

the (legal) killing of Xanda the lion in a Zimbabwe 

National Park, we wrote to Dr. Andrew Loveridge at 

Oxford University, who had tagged him, objecting to 

trophy hunting which we judge has nothing to do with 

‘conservation’ of species. We received no reply. 

  We also wrote to the Zimbabwe minister responsible, 

asking for an exclusion zone to protect at least tagged 

animals.  

 

Elephant Exports  

We wrote to the Namibian High Commissioner in London 

about the elephant calves being caught in Namibia and 

shipped to the United Arab Emirates. 

 After many frustrating attempts at communication with 

relevant bodies such as CITES, which is supposed to 

regulate the trade in endangered species, this time, about 

elephant calves caught in Zimbabwe and shipped to zoos in 

China, we were relieved to thank the new Zimbabwe 

President for stopping this terrible trade – and asked him to 

bring back those who had been sent to China. Not all the 

calves had survived this transfer. As yet, we have no further 

news on this disturbing matter. 

Xanda the Lion - killed 

by trophy hunters 

Baby Elephant exported to China 

The Middle East and the Sub-Continent 
 

Street Dogs in Jordan 

We protested to the Jordanian Ambassador about the killing 

of street dogs, to ministers in India about elephant rides, 

elephants and human conflict, and, in Sri Lanka, again, the 

killing of street dogs. 

 

Gadhimai Festival in Nepal 

We had received a query about the Gadhimai Festival in 

2019 in Nepal, in which many thousands of animals were 

traditionally sacrificed to please the goddess. This sacrifice 

is being discouraged by the government, so implementation 

is key. We wrote to the Nepali campaigners to ascertain the 

current situation and offer what support we can. 

 

 

Australasia 
 

Land Clearing 

The clearing of land, and the consequent eviction of such 

creatures as koalas, is taking place in several Australian 

states, so we wrote to ministers in New South Wales and 

Queensland about this.  

 

Live Export Ships 

We also, in response to a request from an Australian friend, 

asked the minister responsible to retire old live export ships 

– most fall into this category and if removed from service, 

the massive Australian trade would be difficult to run. 

 

Retired Racehorses 

Finally, in support of the Coalition for the Protection of 

Racehorses, we wrote to the CEO of Racing Australia, 

asking him to support an initiative to rehabilitate and re-

home retired horses, rather than destroy them.   

 
 

For your interest, we received 23 responses to our letters – 

mainly from Britain and Ireland. Some are merely 

acknowledgments, but other recipients do try to explain or 

justify their actions. ֍ 
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Animal Rights, Unnecessary Suffering, and Our Dominion 
 

Prof. Gary L. Francione is a leading animal rights lawyer.  He is Board of Governors Distinguished Professor of Law at 

Rutgers University (New Jersey, U.S.A.) and Honorary Professor of Philosophy at the University of East Anglia (Norwich, 

U.K.).  Anna E. Charlton is an Adjunct Professor at Rutgers University Law School.  Francione’s legal campaigning is based on 

the argument that animals have the right not to be property.  Here he explains the philosophy behind his legal argument.   

By Gary L. Francione and Anna E. Charlton 

 The same reasoning holds for nonhuman animals. If 

animals are to matter morally, and not be just things, they 

cannot be treated as property, since if they are property they 

have no intrinsic moral value. Their only value is that 

accorded to them by their owners. The only reason we deny 

this right to nonhumans is that they are not human. But that 

is no different from using any other morally irrelevant 

characteristic such as race or sex to justify slavery or 

otherwise fail to accord equal consideration to others.  

 The only characteristic that animals must have in order 

to matter morally is sentience. It is not necessary that they 

have humanlike minds. If they are sentient, they have 

interests, including the interest in continuing to live and in 

not suffering pain or distress. That is all that is necessary. 

 If we agree that animals matter morally, we are 

committed to recognizing that all sentient nonhumans have 

a moral right not to be used as property. This requires that 

we stop using animals as resources. In other words, we 

must be morally committed to stop eating, wearing, or 

otherwise using animals.  

 

Is an Animal Rights Position as Radical as it Sounds? 

This position may sound radical, and in the sense that the 

rights position requires the abolition of all institutionalized 

exploitation, it is. But since most 

people already believe that it is 

wrong to inflict unnecessary 

suffering on animals, it’s really 

just an extension of current and 

widely-shared convictions. If the 

principle of unnecessary suffering 

is going to mean more than 

avoiding the infliction of 

gratuitous harm, it must rule out 

any suffering or death that’s 

imposed for reasons of pleasure, 

amusement or convenience. That is precisely why so many 

of us object to things like fox hunting, bull fighting, and 

dog fighting. These activities involve imposing suffering 

and death on animals for reasons of pleasure and 

amusement. We reject that suffering and death. 

 But are we consistent? Do we participate in imposing 

suffering and death on animals for no good reason?  

 Consider our most numerically significant use of 

animals - for food. We kill about 60 billion land animals 

and one trillion sea animals annually. Many animals are  

————————— 

If animals are to 

matter morally, and 

not be just things, 

they cannot be treated 

as property, since if 

they are property they 

have no intrinsic 

moral value.  

————————— 

W e are advocates for 

the rights of 

nonhuman animals. 

That doesn’t mean we believe 

that animals should have all of 

the same rights as humans - it 

would make no sense to say 

that animals should have the 

right to drive cars or vote 

(even though we might have 

better political leadership if 

they could). 

 In fact, when we talk about animal rights, we’re 

referring to one right in particular: the right not to be 

property. Why is that one right so important? 

 

Interests, Rights, and the Right Not to Be Property 

All of us have interests - states of affairs that we prefer, 

desire, or want. There are two ways to protect these 

interests. The first is to protect them only to the extent that 

this produces desirable consequences. The second is to 

protect them despite these considerations - as rights.  

 A person’s interest in living is protected as a right; 

others must respect your interest in continuing to live even 

if killing you would benefit other people. So even if your 

organs could be used to save the lives of leading scientists, 

inventors or artists who will die without organ transplants, 

your interest in not being used as a forced organ donor 

would still be protected because you have the right to life.  

 However much people may disagree about what rights 

human beings should have, we can all agree that they all 

have the right not to be chattel slaves. Why is that? 

Because a slave is not considered to be a being who matters 

morally - to be, in other words, a person. Instead they 

become a thing that only has an economic value that is 

determined by their owner. If a human being is going to 

count morally, they must have the right not to be property. 

If they don’t have this right they will be used as a resource 

whenever other people believe that they will benefit from 

doing so.  

 Society extends the right not to be property to all 

people irrespective of their intelligence, beauty, strength or 

any other characteristic. It doesn’t matter whether a person 

is a genius or has a learning disability. No-one should be 

the property of someone else. Slavery still exists, but no 

one defends it. 

 

https://aeon.co/ideas/a-humanely-killed-animal-is-still-killed-and-thats-wrong
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/media/links/p8/similar-minds.pdf
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/gary-francione/it-s-time-to-reconsider-meaning-of-animal-welfare
https://www.opendemocracy.net/transformation/gary-francione/it-s-time-to-reconsider-meaning-of-animal-welfare
http://www.abolitionistapproach.com/media/pdf/one_right_for_all-newscientist.pdf
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 Moreover, animal agriculture constitutes an 

ecological disaster. It is responsible for more 

greenhouse gases than the burning of fossil fuel for 

transportation, and results in deforestation, soil erosion 

and water pollution. The grain fed to animals in the 

United States alone could feed 800 million people. 

Against this background, what is the best justification 

we have for inflicting suffering and death on animals? 

 The answer is simple: we think they taste good. We 

derive pleasure from eating them. Eating animals and 

animal products is a tradition, and we have been 

following it for a very long time. 

 But how is that position any different from the 

justification offered for animal uses to which most of us 

object? How is palate pleasure any different from the 

pleasure that some people derive from participating in 

blood sports? There is no difference. Many people 

oppose hunting foxes because they can see no morally 

significant distinction between the dog they love and the 

fox who is chased and killed. But what is the difference 

between the animals we love and those into whom we 

stick a fork and a knife? There is no difference. The 

dogs and cats we love, and the cows, pigs, fish, and 

other animals we exploit all feel pain and experience 

distress; they all have an interest in continuing to live. 

 So the animal rights position is not especially radical 

relative to what we say we already believe. If we all 

acted in accordance with what we say we believe, we’d 

be acting pretty much as we would if we embraced the 

animal rights position we described above.  

raised in intensive conditions that constitute torture. Even 

those who are raised in supposedly more ‘humane’ 

circumstances suffer distress throughout and at the end of 

their lives. 

 This is not just a matter of meat. The cows used to 

produce milk are repeatedly impregnated and have their 

calves taken away from them shortly after birth. And all 

animals, whether used for meat, 

dairy, or eggs, are subjected to 

terror and distress at the 

abattoir. 

 Is any of this suffering and 

death ‘necessary?’ Is there any 

compulsion involved?  The 

answer is “no.” 

 No one maintains that it is 

necessary to consume animal 

products to be optimally 

healthy. For example, the UK 

National Health Service says 

that a sensible vegan diet can be “very healthy,” while 

mainstream health care professionals all over the world are 

increasingly taking the position that animal products are 

detrimental to human health. 

 We don’t have to settle the debate about whether it is 

more healthy to live on a diet of fruits, vegetables, grains, 

nuts, and seeds. The point is that a vegan diet is certainly no 

less healthy than a diet of decomposing flesh, cow secretions 

and chicken ova. And that’s the only point relevant to the 

issue of whether suffering and death are necessary or not. 

  

—————————— 

The animal rights 

position is not especially 

radical relative to what 

we say we already 

believe.  If we all acted in 

accordance with what we 

say we believe, we’d be 

acting pretty much as we 

would if we embraced the 

animal rights position … 

—————————— 

Lowland Gorilla – property of  a zoo 

http://science.time.com/2013/12/16/the-triple-whopper-environmental-impact-of-global-meat-production/
http://news.cornell.edu/stories/1997/08/us-could-feed-800-million-people-grain-livestock-eat
https://www.nhs.uk/Livewell/Vegetarianhealth/Pages/Vegetarianhealthqanda.aspx
https://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/08/06/advice-from-a-vegan-cardiologist/
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But What About God?  

In Genesis, the first book of the Old Testament, God created 

the world and gave dominion over the animals to humans. 

Doesn’t that tell us that God wants us to eat animal products? 

The short answer is: “no.” 

 The first thing to do is to go and read Genesis. It simply 

does not say what everyone seems to think. 

 In Genesis, we are told that, although God created the 

world and gave “dominion” over it to humans - here’s the 

surprise - no one was eating anyone in the beginning. God 

told humans “I have given you every seed-bearing plant on 

all the earth and every tree that has seed bearing fruit on it to 

be your food.” (Genesis 1:29) God told all the wild animals, 

birds, and all creatures that crawl on the earth: “I give all 

green plants for food.” (Genesis 1:30) 

 So in the beginning, before Adam and Eve disobeyed 

God by eating the fruit of the forbidden tree and were driven 

from the Garden of Eden, everyone - humans and animals 

alike - ate only plant foods. It was only after humans are 

ejected from Eden that killing begins. After God destroyed 

the world with a flood, God established a covenant and told 

Noah that humans are allowed to eat “any living creature that 

moves about.” (Genesis 9:3) 

 So we started off in harmony with God as beings who 

consumed plants. When we fell out with God and were 

driven from Eden, God permitted us to kill animals as an 

accommodation to our imperfect state. The Old Testament at 

least suggests that we should be moving in the direction of 

getting back to the ideal state. 

 When the prophet Isaiah talks about the coming of the 

Messiah and the re-establishment of God’s kingdom on earth, 

how does he describe it? First of all, there will be peace 

between humans, who will “beat their swords into 

ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks: One nation 

shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they train 

for war again.” (Isaiah 2:4) But peace will also extend to and 

amongst nonhumans: “The wolf and the lamb shall pasture 

together, and the lion shall eat hay like the ox - but the 

serpent’s food shall be dust. None shall harm or destroy on 

all my holy mountain, says the Lord.” (Isaiah 65:25) 

   

 

But we are not biblical scholars and we don’t want to 

overstate the case here. We think that using the Old 

Testament to make a case for not eating animal foods would 

be unsound. But it would also be unsound to say that the 

Old Testament provides support for the view that God is 

giving us a green light to kill and eat anything we want 

because we like the taste or because it would be easier to 

stop in and pick up a bucket of fried chicken than prepare 

some rice and beans or one of the many other vegan recipes 

that can be prepared very easily and quickly.  

 The Old Testament, like almost all religious scriptures, 

is ambiguous at best and contains contradictions. Indeed, the 

entire problem with using documents like the Old Testament 

as support for anything is that the Old Testament can be 

read to support everything, including all sorts of things that 

we would all acknowledge as terrible, such as human 

slavery, murder, and rape. 

 What about the New Testament?  There is a great deal of 

scholarship on Jesus’ relationship with the Essene sects, 

which eschewed animal foods. His disciples included 

fishermen, but He certainly never commanded that we eat 

fish or any other animal products. The only thing that He 

commanded us to eat is the plant food He used at the Last 

Supper.  

 For Christians, it would seem that the most that one 

could argue is that humans matter more because they are 

made in God’s image and have souls, or have “special” 

souls. Even if you believe that humans have a soul and 

animals don’t, and that we ought to prefer the interests of a 

human in any situation in which there is a legitimate 

conflict, that does not mean that God places a stamp of 

approval on gratuitous killing.  

 When you are deciding what to eat for dinner tonight, 

there is no conflict. There is only a choice. If you choose to 

consume animal products, you are participating in suffering 

and death in the absence of any sort of conflict or 

compulsion. Your only justification is that you enjoy 

consuming animal products or that it is more convenient for 

you to do so. That can’t be right. ֍ 

Pigs - property of a farmer 
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Presentation to the European Parliament on REACH 
 

AIA Patron Dr Andre Menache is a veterinarian who advises extensively on animal welfare matters.  He is a director of 

Antidote Europe, based in France and has been president of Doctors and Lawyers for Responsible Medicine (UK) and General 

Manager of The Federation of Animal Protection Societies in Israel. He is also a patron of QCA . On 7th September 2017 he 

presented the following petition to the European Parliament on the failings of REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation 

and restriction of Chemicals). 

 

by Dr Andre Menache BSc(Hons) BVSc MRCVS 

Good morning, my 

thanks to the European 

Parliament for this 

opportunity to present 

this petition. Thanks also 

to the voluntary 

associations and the NGOs 

for their perseverance of 

campaigning for the 

creation of this important 

petition. 

 The reason for this 

petition is that the current 

REACH (Registration, 

Evaluation, Authorisation and restriction of Chemicals) 

regulation is failing to protect the health of EU citizens for 

two main reasons: the continued reliance on animal tests; 

and not enough collection of human data. 

 Animal testing is not evidence-based, nor predictive for 

humans. We listened earlier to information on bisphenol A 

(BPA). The manufacturers of BPA succeeded in bringing 

this product to market by choosing the species of animal 

that suits them best. In the case of BPA, the Sprague-

Dawley rat is several thousand times more resistant to the 

hormonal effects of this endocrine disruptor than the CF1 

mouse. The industry has obviously chosen the rat rather 

than the mouse to get BPA to be accepted by regulatory 

authorities. A rat cannot predict what will happen in a 

mouse and, nor what will happen in a human. 

 BPA is also capable of causing a biological effect on 

our cells at very low doses (a few parts per trillion). We are 

still relying on regulatory requirements adopted in 1946 or 

1947. These laws requiring animal testing are now 70 years 

out of date compared to today's scientific knowledge. It is 

time to update the laws. 

 There is also a serious lack of human data collection. 

Since 2003 we have known of the presence of 300 

industrial chemicals in the bodies of the newborn. At 

present, the REACH list of substances of very high concern 

(SVHC) amounts to 174.  It would have been more logical 

to launch the list of SVHC at the beginning of the REACH 

program (in June 2007) using the 300 substances already 

present in the body of the newborn. We should all be 

shocked that cancer is now the leading cause of death in 

children under 14 years in many countries in Europe. 

  

 The lack of epidemiological data collection of people 

exposed to chemicals, particularly of millions of workers 

employed in various industries, represents a huge waste of a 

precious resource. Some would consider that this is due to 

bureaucratic incompetence. Others would call it criminal 

negligence. I rather agree with the 

latter, given the importance 

attributed to epidemiology already 

in the 1950s and 1960s, which 

demonstrated the link between 

smoking and lung cancer in people. 

Yet those responsible nowadays 

still focus mainly on animal testing 

to the detriment of widely available 

human data collection. The 

European Commission has finally 

woken up to launch a bio-

monitoring project as part of the Horizon 2020 program, 

announced in December 2016. 

 The REACH program in its current format does not 

work. It must be adapted to the science of the 21st century. 

We have several powerful technologies such as molecular 

epidemiology, human PBPK modelling, toxicogenomics, 

Adverse Outcome Pathway (PDO), and a range of other 

methods focusing solely on humans. Thank you for your 

attention. ֍ 

———————— 

The REACH 

program in its 

current format does 

not work.  It must 

be adapted to the 

science of the 21st 

century.  

———————— 
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The Law and Campaigning for Animal Protection 
 

David Thomas is an animal protection lawyer and a judge.  A voice for the voiceless, he has taken many cases for Cruelty Free 

International and other organisations.  He is also a current trustee and past Chairman of the RSPCA.  At the AIA AGM last 

November, David  explained how the law, along with campaigning, can be employed for the protection of animals.  

 

By David Thomas 

 

T o begin with a 

reality check: there 

is, indisputably, 

exponentially more 

suffering visited by 

humankind on animals 

today than 200 years ago 

when there was no animal 

protection law, when a 

person could beat their 

horse to death just 

because it was theirs. 

Attitudes are generally more enlightened, and there is less 

domestic cruelty, but the growth in technology and 

international trade has meant that humans can exploit 

animals in ways hitherto not possible. Governmental and 

industry secrecy aids the process. 

 And animal protection law is partly to blame: gratuitous 

cruelty aside, protection is conditional on non-interference 

with some human interest deemed more important, whether 

cheap meat, clothing, medical science, product safety, 

recreation or cultural tradition (such as bullfighting). The 

law, where it exists at all, generally prohibits only 

unnecessary suffering, which means that necessary 

suffering is allowed, and of course it is human beings who 

decide where the lines are drawn. With legislation 

safeguarding people, by contrast, the protection is 

unconditional: we don’t balance the desire of slaves for 

freedom with the economic interests of slave-owners. 

 So, we need a change in legislative philosophy, so that 

animals, too, are accorded unconditional protection from 

cruelty, with sanctions sufficient to deter. 

 Legislation is nearly always the goal of animal 

protection campaigners. But the law can be utilised much 

earlier in the campaigning process; indeed, at every stage. 

Let me explain. 

 

Campaigning 

First, what is campaigning? Campaigning involves 

influencing those with power: politicians, the media, 

officials, courts and, of course, consumers and the general 

public. It is usually designed to achieve desirable change, 

for example to ban a cruel activity, such as an intensive 

farming technique, trade in wild animals or a type of 

experiment. Sometimes, however, it is to resist change, 

such as the repeal of the Hunting Act. One can never 

assume that positive change is set in stone: the forces of 

reaction will forever chip away. 

 The embryonic stage of any campaigning journey is 

obtaining information, to educate oneself and then targeted 

audiences.  Without information, nothing is possible. This 

is why freedom of information legislation around the world 

is so important. Inevitably, there are many exemptions to 

the right to information from public bodies, and those 

bodies sometimes resist release beyond the realms of 

reason. Newcastle University spent an astonishing 

£250,000 (unsuccessfully) contesting the disclosure of 

information about controversial neuroscience research on 

macaques. The information once obtained enabled Cruelty 

Free International (CFI) to bring a judicial review, which 

led to the Government assessing suffering in these kinds of 

experiments more realistically. 

 

Undercover investigations 

Undercover investigations, too, are a key tool for obtaining 

information, unmediated by reassurances from Government 

and industry that all is well. Investigations have played a 

key role in educating public and legislators about the 

reality of the fur trade, dog fights and badger baiting, mink 

farms, pig farming, the live 

exports trade and many other 

areas of animal exploitation, 

and have facilitated successful 

court challenges. For 

example, following CFI’s 

undercover investigation at 

Wickham Laboratories, a 

judicial review led to 

improvements in the 

application of the law 

requiring alternatives to be used where available and the 

prohibition of conflicts of interest (the lab owner was the 

nominated veterinary surgeon). 

 Armed with information, the battle for hearts and minds 

can begin. The objective is the securing of a level playing 

field in public debate. This may involve threatening and 

even bringing, or defending, libel proceedings and using 

press regulators. The right to peaceful protest should not be 

taken for granted: there are those who would silence 

protesters and legislation restricting protest is sometimes 

draconian. One may need to make or defend a complaint to 

the Advertising Standards Authority, press regulators, the 

Market Research Society (about opinion polls) and various 

ombudsmen (who police maladministration). It is important 

to keep within reasonable bounds charity law constraints on 

campaigning. 

 

 

   ————————— 

We need a change in 

legislative philosophy, so 

that animals, too, are 

accorded unconditional 

protection from cruelty, 

with sanctions sufficient 

to deter. 

————————— 
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Legal Skills 

Legal skills have a place, too, in the political process, for 

example in drafting parliamentary tools and European 

Union citizens’ initiatives. Responses to governmental 

consultations can highlight the shortcomings of existing law 

and propose coherent solutions. Sometimes, it is necessary 

to persuade legislators that they can legislate, consistent 

with international obligations. For example, sustained legal 

argument eventually persuaded the EU that bans on the 

import of animal-tested cosmetics, dog and cat fur and seal 

products would pass muster under World Trade 

Organisation (WTO) rules, and indeed a WTO challenge by 

Canada and Norway to the seals products ban failed. 

Attempts by pro-hunters to use EU law and European 

Convention on Human Rights to undermine the hunting 

with dogs ban were successfully resisted. 

 It takes a long time to achieve legislation, and even then 

it is likely to be an unsatisfactory compromise. If the 

legislation is EU, it is important to ensure that it is properly 

transposed into the law of member states (often it is not). 

Enforcement is frequently inadequate, either because of 

parsimonious resources or the failure of governments to 

interpret legislation as intended. The task of animal 

protection lawyers is to secure the best interpretation and 

ensure enforcement. In this country, judicial reviews are an 

important tool, and even their availability can have a 

salutary effect on ministers and officials. Sometimes, it is 

possible to intervene in cases brought by others, for 

example at the Board of Appeal of the European Chemicals 

Agency (hearing cases about the chemicals legislation 

REACH, which requires a huge amount of animal testing). 

 

Prosecution 

Where the state will not prosecute, organisations may need 

to. Prosecutions under the Hunting Act, for example, have 

shown that, contrary to the claims of opponents, it is 

workable, which in turns provides political ballast for its 

retention. Equally, some cases have highlighted the need to 

plug loopholes in the Act. 

Other Options 
There are myriad other areas where the law can help to 

advance animal protection. The public does not generally 

realise that it is possible to patent the ‘invention’ of 

animals (through genetic engineering), and thereby obtain 

a lucrative monopoly: it is at least possible to limit the use 

of patents through public morality exceptions. With 

creativity, one can use planning law to object to new 

developments, such as mega-dairies, where animals will be 

forced to live unnatural lives. 

Misleading labelling, for example 

of products containing fur, can be 

exposed and challenged. 

 There is a correlation between 

the development of legal 

argument and of ethical principle 

(often itself based on religious 

tenet): each can potentiate the 

other. In a properly-functioning democracy, the law should 

reflect prevailing morality, although sadly frequently does 

not. 

 Using the law for animals is no panacea. But I am 

convinced that it has a crucial part to play in securing and 

maintaining meaningful protection, when integrated with 

all the other campaigning techniques: education, robust 

science, ethical argument, creative use of traditional and 

social media, protest, harnessing public opinion and 

lobbying. Successful campaigns deploy all these 

techniques synergistically. 

 Recent weeks have seen encouraging green shoots in 

political discourse, with the Conservatives and Labour 

engaged in an auction of measures to garner public 

support, especially from the young. But there remains a 

chasm between the reality for too many animals and the 

aspiration of most citizens. Judicious use of the law can 

contribute to the filling of that chasm. Animals need all the 

help they can get. ֍ 

———————— 

The task of animal 

protection lawyers is 

to secure the best 

interpretation and 

ensure enforcement. 

————————  
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Save the Asian Elephant 
 

Duncan McNair KHS is a prominent corporate litigation lawyer with a longstanding interest in animal welfare causes. He is 

founder and CEO of Save The Asian Elephants (STAE), a Community Interest Company working for the preservation and 

protection of the endangered Asian elephant. McNair founded STAE in 2015 after hearing about the plight of the Asian 

elephant and travelling to India to elicit the facts for himself.  He was appointed a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre (KHS) by the 

RC Church in 2002.  Abigail Scott is a trustee of the UK Centre for Animal Law. 

 

Interview with Duncan McNair KHS by Abigail Scott 

T he Asian elephant is a 

desperately threatened 

species. Classified as 

endangered by the International 

Union for Conservation of 

Nature since 1986, it is 

estimated that the population of 

Asian elephants has reduced 

from over one million in the 

late 19th Century to barely 

forty thousand today.  Around 

ten thousand of those are captive. The majority of wild 

elephants inhabit India and Sri Lanka, with ever reducing 

numbers in Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and 

China. Some states, such as Java, have already lost their 

entire indigenous population. 

 The threats to Asian elephants are man-made. The 

destruction of their natural habitat has the widest effect, 

with intrusive human habitation and cultivation forcing 

elephants into often fatal contact with man. Moreover, the 

obstruction of migratory corridors isolates populations, 

preventing genetic diversification and increasing 

susceptibility to disease. Populations are further threatened 

by ivory poaching and capture for commercial purposes. 

For those that are captured, a life of suffering awaits. 

 

Pajan 

‘I was horrified and appalled by the level of abuse I 

witnessed, inflicted upon a sentient, intelligent and 

endangered species’, says Duncan McNair about his first 

visit to India. He describes the capture and breaking of an 

elephant, a practice called ‘pajan’. ‘Baby and calf elephants 

are captured from the wild, with members of their herd who 

try to protect them often slaughtered in the process. They 

are isolated, starved and placed in a cage called a crush (or 

‘kraal’) for weeks. They suffer terrible beatings using 

hammers, clubs and iron spikes. Many die in the process.’ 

 McNair explains how the abuse continues outside the 

kraal with physical and mental torment. ‘A bull hook 

(‘ankus’) is used to control the elephant, a constant 

reminder of their brutal training. It is used on the most 

delicate parts of their bodies: behind the ears, under the 

toenails and around the anus. Elephants are kept alone, 

malnourished, and chained for most of their lives, with 

constant stabbings and beatings’. 

  

Duncan McNair KHS 

 McNair realised that although existing efforts to save 

individual elephants are well-intentioned, they are 

ineffective for tackling the problem at source; there is a 

greater driving force behind the abuse. ‘Over the last forty 

years, the intensification of world travel has fuelled the use 

of Asian elephants for commercial purposes, particularly in 

tourism, but also in festivals and temples. A large tusker 

elephant can be hired for £5,000 per hour in the festival 

season.’ 

 This has also brought about a change in training 

techniques, from positive reinforcement to negative 

reinforcement. ‘Before this intensive commercialisation, the 

relationship between the elephant and handler (the 

“mahout”) was built upon time and trust, enabled by the 

exceptional cognitive ability of the elephants. What has 

changed dramatically and tragically is the intense use of 

elephants and their abuse by a new breed of mahouts. The 

mahouts themselves are in a desperate situation. They are 

not well regarded in Indian or Hindu society, they live in 

deprived circumstances and are economically enslaved to 

the industry.’ 

 Through STAE, McNair takes a broader approach to 

helping the elephants. STAE employs a multifaceted 

strategy that includes advocating for regulation of the 

Western tourist industry, pursuing proper enforcement of 

animal protection laws in South East Asia and raising 

international pressure to protect the elephants. At its heart is 

the drive to raise public awareness and influence public 

opinion, political action and commercial practices towards 

STAE’s policies and objectives. 

 

A young Asian elephant endures Pajan where he suffers 

terrible beatings.  
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Law and enforcement in the range states 

Asian elephants now inhabit just thirteen South-East 

Asian states (the range states). Although laws vary 

amongst the states, India is home to the greatest number of 

wild and captive Asian elephants and also holds the 

greatest political sway in the region. It is unsurprising 

therefore that India is STAE’s main focus for change. 

 In India there are plentiful animal welfare laws. In 

particular, the Indian Ministry of Environments and 

Forests Guidelines, promulgated in 2008, offer specific, 

well-drafted guidance for the protection of elephants. 

However, McNair argues, the enforcement of those 

guidelines is substantially ineffective. ‘The problem is not 

the lack of laws in India. The problem is the effective and 

efficient enforcement of those laws, which requires a new 

political will to disturb the status quo, and pressure from 

the state and its agencies to bring this about’, says 

McNair. ‘There are green tribunals in India with excellent 

lawyers who often work for the good cause of animal 

welfare, but they have limited jurisdiction. If there is no 

efficient apparatus for effective enforcement, the effort is 

in vain.’ 

 Better enforcement can only be achieved with the 

support of state agencies and, in STAE’s view, raising 

public and political pressure is the only way of achieving 

this. ‘We must never doubt that, in any functioning 

democracy, everyone – politicians, parliaments, 

governments, commercial interests – is susceptible to 

public opinion. The problem for the Asian elephants is 

how long have they left and how much more terrible 

suffering must they endure in the meantime?’. 

 

Left to right: Ian Redmond OBE, Duncan McNair (CEO) and Peter Collins of STAE, prior to meeting senior FCO officials. 

Capturing political and public support 

‘One of the greatest challenges’, says McNair, ‘is the 

effective projection of our policies and proposals upon 

nation states thousands of miles away.  The range states are 

all drastically different to the UK, and India, like all 

democracies, is not a perfect plebiscite’. Despite these 

challenges, STAE continues to garner public and political 

pressure at home and in the range states. 

 In 2015, Virendra Sharma MP, a member of STAE’s 

Executive Board, sponsored two Early Day Motions in 

Parliament urging the Indian and South-East Asian 

governments to end the ill-treatment of elephants. The 

motions quickly gathered cross-party support with 199 

signatures. Similarly, in the European Parliament a Written 

Declaration on the Conservation and Welfare of Asian 

Elephants gathered 87 MEP signatures. STAE also met 

with senior officials of the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office (FCO) and DEFRA at the request of the former 

Indian High Commissioner in London to discuss the British 

government’s role in protecting Asian elephants. 

 McNair returned to India to discuss STAE’s proposals 

for reform with several senior Cabinet ministers of the 

Indian Government. On his next trip, he was accompanied 

by a journalist from The Mail on Sunday who delivered a 

three-page exposé of the treatment of captive Asian 

elephants, accompanied by a second feature a week later. 

Together, the online versions of these articles generated 

more reader views and reader shares than any other piece in 

the history of The Mail group of newspapers. 
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McNair and UK Delegation Members at the World Forum 

Summit in Brussels. 

 A similar article featuring STAE’s pioneering work was 

published by The Sun newspaper in April 2017, followed by 

various features documenting disturbing undercover footage 

in December 2017.  Meanwhile, McNair spoke at the 

European Parliament; his address was widely attended and 

described by the Chair as ‘dramatic and shocking’. The 

public’s appetite for change is clear. The various petitions, 

initiated following The Mail feature, surpassed half a million 

signatures last year and numbers continue to rise. 

 McNair draws hope from this, alongside other examples 

of commercial interests buckling under public pressure. 

‘Look at Virgin in the case of SeaWorld. They listened to the 

public, acted quickly and had a dramatic impact on the 

financial standing of the company misusing these poor 

animals. But, as far as the Asian elephants are concerned the 

travel industry has been altogether too slow and patchy in its 

response.’ 

Harnessing change 

There are opportunities on the horizon with Brexit providing 

a new catalyst for change.  McNair argues the UK retains 

great influence and has an opportunity to take action to 

protect Asian elephants. ‘India wants to do business and gain 

inward investment, as does the UK.  But, there is a real 

public demand in the UK and in the range states to protect 

the elephants.’ 

 On a domestic level, STAE now advocates for the 

regulation of the UK’s abundant market in elephant tourism. 

‘Our country should stand up and start to regulate the large 

market in elephant-related holidays. At present, it is wholly 

unregulated’, says McNair.  It would not be the first time 

that STAE has influenced government policy: in October 

2017, McNair was part of a key group representing 220 

charities and MPs who presented a letter to the Prime 

Minister demanding the abolition of the UK ivory trade. A 

proposed ban was announced by government.  McNair 

continues, ‘Whether on principle or for political expediency, 

our present government has shown a highly laudable interest 

in espousing animal welfare causes. This may suggest the 

government’s disposition at the moment – I hope supported 

by the opposition – to help with appropriate legislation and 

regulation, but also the power of the electorate in speaking 

up. This is a cause that commands virtually unanimous 

support when the basic facts are articulated.’  

He adds, ‘There are vested interests which wish to 

maintain the status quo, but that should never thwart the 

general desire for change for the sake of these precious 

animals who are so terribly abused.’ 

 

The future for STAE 

Looking ahead, STAE’s plans are wide-ranging. McNair 

says STAE will continue pressing for regulation of the 

elephant tourism industry. ‘We are pushing for a new law 

in Britain to prohibit the offering for sale or provision of 

holidays or facilities abroad which involve Asian 

elephants, unless it can be shown that the facilities 

advertised have never abused, and are not abusing, the 

elephants present there.’ McNair is quick to point out that 

this does not mean an end to elephant tourism. ‘STAE’s 

proposal is not synonymous with the abolition of elephant 

tourism; in fact, the future of the Asian elephants may 

prove to depend upon responsible tourism.’ 

 STAE also anticipates damages claims in the UK when 

tourists are injured or killed by captive elephants. McNair 

argues that it is reckless of the tourist industry to send their 

customers to be in the presence of captive and abused 

elephants. ‘The idea that it is risk-free is absurd. Elephants 

are gentle creatures but can be provoked by constant abuse 

into fatal attacks.’ 

 Most crucially, STAE’s growing team will continue 

pressing to raise public awareness. This entails raising 

awareness of the abuse of Asian elephants, but also 

educating the public about how to choose ethical providers 

of elephant experiences. Moreover, McNair encourages the 

public to let their voice be heard, though always in a lawful 

and measured way. ‘However keenly felt our views, those 

involved in work such as STAE’s must always engage 

respectfully with governments, and likewise respect the 

cultures and traditions of their peoples. Our purpose is 

clear but we aim to proceed consensually.’  

 McNair concludes, ‘There are stock letters on STAE’s 

website. Write to your MP, the Prime Minister, the Leader 

of the Opposition, the Secretary of State at DEFRA, the 

Foreign Secretary and the shadow ministers. Write to Mr 

Modi, the Indian Prime Minister, to the Indian Tourism 

Minister and to the Indian High Commissioner to London. 

Above all, join STAE, follow us on social media and 

support the cause of the Asian elephant.’ 

 For more information about STAE, visit www.stae.org.  

Grateful acknowledgements to Abigail Scott, the 

Association of Lawyers for Animal Welfare and Save The 

Asian Elephants for permission to reproduce this article.  

֍ 

Delivering 

petition to 10 

Downing Street 
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Painism: One Community 
 

Dr Richard Ryder is CCA’s Scientific Advisor and a patron of the Animal Interfaith Alliance (AIA).  At the AIA AGM on 25th 

November 2017 he gave the following talk on his moral theory of Painism.  Richard is a psychologist and an ethicist who coined 

the words ‘speciesism’ and ‘painism’. He was twice Chairman of the RSPCA, the founder of Eurogroup and Mellon Professor at 

Tulane University, New Orleans. 

 

By Dr Richard Ryder 

 My moral theory of Painism solves most of the 

problems of modern secular ethics. It gets away from the 

outdated perversities of Kant and Aristotle and clarifies the 

importance of ahimsa, Christian love and the Golden Rule. 

In effect it unites Rights Theory and Bentham’s 

Utilitarianism by stressing the importance of pain and the 

importance of individuals. But Painism avoids 

Utilitarianism’s emphasis upon the adding up of the totals 

of the pains and pleasures of separate individuals. Nobody, 

of course, actually experiences these totals. Utilitarianism 

can require, for example, the encouragement of gang rape 

if the total of pleasures experienced by the rapists 

outweighs the sufferings of the victim! This is clearly 

ridiculous and has to be wrong. In contrast, Painism (by 

not adding up pains and pleasures across individuals) 

condemns gang rape.  Likewise painism asserts that 

reducing the little pains of a million individuals does not 

justify causing agony to one individual. 

 The ability to experience pain (broadly defined) seems 

to sit right at the centre of all morality. Causing others pain 

or failing to reduce the pain of others is the only sin. We 

are, of course, against speciesism, so causing X amount of 

pain to a cat or a dog (or a robot) matters equally with 

causing X amount of pain to a human being. It’s the pain 

that matters morally, not who suffers it. Anything that can 

suffer pain is, of course, a person by definition. 

 There is a growing feeling in the world today that we 

are all one community. Not only human beings but all 

nonhuman animals too. We are all parts of the conscious 

community. We are all members of the community of pain. 

This concern about pain (suffering) is a central issue in the 

world today. Painism is its basic theory. 

 We need to think more about this universal community 

of painience. The current debate about Article 13 of the 

2007 Lisbon Treaty - the so-called sentience clause that 

embraces all animals - is a case in point. We now need to 

expand our concept of the Common Good so that morality, 

politics and the law always address the interests of all 

conscious creatures and not just humans. Lawyers and 

politicians please note. 

 So, down with the irrational prejudice of Speciesism. 

We are all one community.  Sufferers of the world unite! 

֍ 

 

REFERENCES: Richard D Ryder : Speciesism, Painism and 

Happiness : A Morality for the Twenty-First Century, Imprint Academic, 

Exeter, 2011. Richard D Ryder: Painism in Encyclopedia of Applied 

Ethics, Ed Ruth Chadwick, 2nd Edition, Vol. 3, Academic Press, London, 

2012. 

I  will outline my theory of 

morality which is called 

Painism.  In a rapidly changing 

world it is desirable to have a clear 

morality on which to campaign for 

reforms.  We all need a consistent 

morality. 

 Under painism we have a moral 

duty to help each individual by 

reducing their sufferings and 

increasing their happiness, regardless of their religion, race, 

sex or species. It is important to oppose speciesism. Since 

Darwin we have known that all animals are related through 

Evolution, so we should treat our own evolutionary relatives 

appropriately! Speciesism is an irrational prejudice like 

sexism or racism. It is based upon morally irrelevant 

differences between individuals (such as size, hairiness, 

autonomy or intelligence). But the important similarity 

between individuals is our capacity to feel pain.  My 

definition of pain includes the feeling of fear, guilt, injustice, 

inequality and the deprivation of liberty, as well as all 

‘physical’ pains. These are all varieties of pain. There is 

good scientific evidence that all animals can feel pain. If 

robots or computers or aliens from outer space can feel pain 

then they too deserve moral rights. 

 My theory of Painism is based upon the following ten 

principles:- 

 

1) The only evil is pain. 

2) ‘Pain’ means any form of suffering, including all negative 

feelings such as fear, guilt, the pains of injustice, lack of 

liberty etc. 

3) Morality is about our treatment of others. 

4) ‘Others’ means all beings capable of experiencing pain. 

5) The only wrong is causing or allowing pain to others. 

6) All sufferers have equal moral value, regardless of their 

race, sex, species or other differences. 

7) So X amount of pain in a dog or a robot, for example, 

matters equally with X amount of pain in a human being. 

8) Causing slight pain to A in order to terminate or reduce 

the severe pain of B may be permissible. 

9) Adding up pains or pleasures across separate individuals 

is meaningless (because no-one suffers such totals) so the 

quantity of sufferers does not matter, morally speaking. 

10) The wrongness of an event can be calculated not by the 

number of sufferers, but by the quantity of pain experienced 

by its maximum sufferer. 
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A Quaker Response to Animal Suffering 

Martin Layton is Senior Programme Leader for off-site and online learning at Woodbrooke, Europe’s only Quaker Study 

Centre and a Committee Member of Quaker Concern for Animals.  In February 2018 he ran a six week online course on ‘A 

Quaker Response to Animal Suffering’.  The main aim was to engage Friends with an important issue that is all too often 

ignored, trivialised or met with hostility.  
 

By Martin Layton 

 In the second week, we looked at some of the 

foundational texts of the Abrahamic faiths – the creation 

myth of Genesis in particular – and considered how they are 

used to justify human supremacy and exclusiveness, and 

how this misinterpretation has led us to misuse our gifts in 

the exploitation of the rest of creation. We talked of human 

arrogance as spiritual inadequacy and pondered what a 

species-level humility would be like. 

 We found that these same texts also offer us an 

alternative creation-centred story, one that speaks of the 

interconnection and interdependency of all life. In this 

reading, humans are asked to be servant leaders to creation; 

recognising their essential equality with other beings and 

using their gifts in humble service. 

 

Returning to the Original Edenic State 

Describing their formative spiritual experiences, the first 

Quakers often talked of their return to the original Edenic 

state. By this I think they were expressing their sense of the 

unity of creation. The consequence of this meant confronting 

their own frailties and capacity for 

cruelty and it is in this new 

understanding where we find their 

spiritual imperative to do justly and 

love mercy. 

 In the third week, we took time to 

listen to the cries of the non-human 

world. We reacquainted ourselves with 

examples of animal suffering and 

shared our instinctive and emotional 

responses to what we heard. We 

acknowledged feelings of despair, loss, 

grief, anger, and our sense of being 

overwhelmed by the task ahead of us. 

These are understandable responses, but if we are not careful 

they can lead us into inertia. Therefore, we recognised the 

need for self–care and for a practice of spiritual discipline to 

reconnect us with ‘the Light that sustains us’.  

 Our discipleship helps us to be patterns and examples to 

others, to offer alternative ways of being and to show that 

even small choices can be life-affirming. One participant 

expressed this as ‘approaching life with open-hearted 

creative enthusiasm’. Our spiritual practices give us the 

nudge we need to live up to our responsibilities, and the 

courage to speak plainly to those with the power to stop 

animal exploitation.  

——————— 

In time Friends 

will tune–in to 

the cries of the 

non-human 

world and take 

up their 

‘unshirkable’ 

responsibility 

towards them.  

———————

F or faith groups 

wishing to engage a 

more diverse range of 

people with animal 

protection issues, the 

online option might be a 

preferred option.  Some of 

our participants shared 

feelings of isolation within 

their own meetings – being 

marked out as the Animal 

Rights person – and seemed 

grateful for being able to 

gather with like-minded people during the course, finding it 

both renewing and a source of strength. However, the 

remoteness of online learning can itself be isolating and 

arguably it asks more of the learners’ personal discipline and 

commitment, and since we were dealing with some emotive 

material, there was a greater need for a sensitive, attentive 

and encouraging presence from the facilitators. 

 Quaker education can be characterised by its 

collaborative nature. Friends see truth as emergent, as 

something we are guided towards inwardly, but also as 

something that we seek out and test within our community 

and, like many other ways, we see the light of truth as 

personally and socially transformative. This is why our 

approach couldn’t be prescriptive, but exploratory. As you’ll 

see from my outline below, the focus was as much on 

participant experience as on the authority of our tradition, 

but with the expectation that the two would be reconciled. 

The material we presented was designed to stimulate 

discussion, to pose questions rather than offer definitive 

answers.  

 

A Personal Apocalypse 

We started by sharing stories of our encounters with 

members of other species.  It was striking how so many of 

us recognised how, in these wordless and fleeting moments, 

we are offered hints of the divine, of a sphere of life beyond 

our understanding. We considered our formative years and 

the child’s innocent, often instinctive, concern for other 

creatures. Our maturation is a process of enculturation, 

whereby non-human life is ‘other-ed’ and human cruelties 

justified. However, we also shared moments of realisation, 

when the distance between the human and other-than-human 

worlds shrink, and hidden, transforming truths are revealed.  

We named this as being a kind of personal apocalypse. 
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Testimony  

Quakers use the word Testimony to describe their shared, 

community-defining behaviours. Usually these are 

expressed as four values – simplicity, truth, peace and 

equality – but this is perhaps too simplistic a way of 

understanding them.  Rather, our testimony arises out of our 

direct experience of Spirit. We discussed how a concern for 

animals is our testimony because our experience of the 

Spirit leads us to recognising the value of all life, and to live 

lives of justice and compassion. 

 In the fourth week, we looked more closely at the 

history of Quakers’ concern for animals. We were grateful 

to Thom Bonneville, clerk of Quaker Concern for Animals, 

who ran a live webinar event for us. He introduced us to 

Benjamin Lay, an eighteenth century American Quaker, 

whose ‘consistent, integrated, ethical worldview’ enabled 

him to make connections between animal cruelty, human 

slavery, globalisation, and environmental destruction. Thom 

argued that Lay was amongst the first Friends to tackle 

animal cruelty on the principles of the equality, autonomy 

and sanctity of non-human life, rather than because of the 

effect of cruel acts on the soul of the perpetrators. 

 The second Quaker Thom spoke about brought us up to 

the twentieth century. British Friend Ruth Harrison’s 

concern against factory farming led her to write an era 

defining book, Animal Machines. With its focus on 

meticulous research and the analysis of industry data, this 

work kick-started the modern era of animal rights. 

 We briefly discussed the different methods used by 

these two Friends. Lay was fiery and confrontational. Like 

an Old Testament prophet, he challenged his 

contemporaries to notice the gulf between their professed 

values and their actual behaviour, whilst Harrison’s work 

was quieter, more gently persuasive. Friends sometimes 

speak of the historic tension between their prophets and 

their reconcilers, and although both have different 

approaches and are open to different criticisms, both are 

needed. 

An Authentically Animal-Friendly Community 

The final week asked us to explore what it might mean for 

British Quakers to become an authentically animal-friendly 

community. Overall, we ended feeling hopeful that Truth 

has its own strength and will persist, despite our instinct 

towards pessimism.  In time Friends will tune–in to the 

cries of the non-human world and take up their 

‘unshirkable’ responsibility towards them. We were clear 

that, given our celebrated tradition of social justice 

campaigning, a corporate response from British Quakers on 

animal suffering could have a far-reaching impact, and just 

as we are mindful of the many challenges of faithfully 

following the divine call, we also remember that there are 

many more joys. 

 We ended with recognition of the need to set time aside 

for prayerful reflection. As a church, Quakers make claims 

to be ‘spirit-led’ and therefore need to spend time with that 

still, small voice, to discern what it truly means to answer 

‘that of God in everyone’. 

 Perhaps we didn’t uncover any startling new revelations 

over our six weeks together, but I was left with a strong 

sense that the participants had been strengthened by the 

fellowship and been renewed in their witness, with the 

realisation that, rather than being incidental to their faith, 

their concern for animal suffering lies at the very heart of 

it. ֍ 

********** 

 

Since its beginnings in the 17th 

century, the Religious Society of 

Friends has had an instinctive 

concern for animals.  Their founder 

George Fox condemned hunting and 

hawking. John Woolman, the 18th 

century American Quaker and anti-

slavery pioneer, wrote; ‘To say that 

we love God and at the same time exercise cruelty toward 

the least creature is a contradiction in itself’. 
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ASWA Animal Remembrance Service - November 2017 
 

The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (ASWA) Animals in War Memorial Service 2017 was held on Saturday 13th 

November at 3.00pm at the Animals in War Memorial in Park Lane, London.  The event is held every year to remember and 

honour the millions of animals who have given their lives in war. 
 

By Barbara Gardner 

T he 2018 Animal Remembrance 

Service was led by Rev. Helen 

Hall, ASWA Chair with prayers 

and readings by Rev. Prof. Martin 

Henig and Pen Farthing of NowZad 

Dogs.  The New Testament reading 

was given by Thom Bonneville of 

Quaker Concern for Animals and the 

two tributes to individual animals 

were given by Sam Chandler of 

ASWA and Barbara Gardner, 

representing Catholic Concern for 

Animals. 

 

New Testament Reading: 

Revelation 21:1-4 

Then I saw ‘a new heaven and a new 

earth,’ for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was 

no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy 

City, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully 

dressed for her husband.  And I heard 

a loud voice from the throne saying, 

‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now 

among the people, and he will dwell 

with them.  They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them 

and be their God.  He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes.  There will be no 

more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has 

passed away.’  

Left: Rev. Helen Hall, centre: Pen 

Farthing from Nowzad Dogs and 

right: Fr Martin Henig 

The Remembrance Service held in London at the Animals in War Memorial 

Wreaths laid at the memorial service 
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Reflective Readings:   

Two reflective readings were given to police dog Diesel and 

pigeon Winkie. 

 

Tribute to Diesel 

A French police dog who was killed in a raid after the Paris 

attacks in 2015 was honoured with the PDSA Dickin Medal – the 

animal equivalent to the Victoria Cross.  Diesel, a seven-year-old 

Belgian Shepherd dog, died during an operation targeting the 

suspected organiser of the attacks, which killed 130 people.  The 

hashtag JeSuisChien was trending on Twitter soon after Diesel's 

death.  Diesel died of multiple gunshot wounds during the raid on 

a Paris flat on 18 November 2015, five days after the attacks 

happened.  She was sent in to check if the area was clear.  ‘She did 

a tour of the first room, then she went into the second room and 

dashed forward,’ explained Diesel's handler, ‘and the gunfire 

started. I had absolute confidence in her, and her in me.  Both of 

us knew how the other would behave in the situation’.  Major 

RULP Jean-Marc Lenglet from the French National Police, said: 

‘Diesel’s handler has been deeply affected by the death of his dog, 

as have many thousands of well-wishers who sent messages of 

condolence for Diesel who died in the service of his country.’  The 

sad reality is that Diesel is not the only dog to have lost her life 

helping human beings in the midst of violence, danger and 

conflict.  Many others serving with the military and rescue 

services selflessly put themselves in the way of harm for our 

benefit, sometimes with tragic consequences.  It is not in the 

nature of dogs to count the cost, their loyalty, trust and bravery is 

unquestioning.  Today, we remember their courage and devotion. 

 

Tribute to Winkie 

On 23 February 1942, a badly damaged RAF bomber ditched into 

the North Sea.  The crew were returning from a mission over 

Norway, but their Beaufort Bomber had been hit by enemy fire 

and crashed into the sea more than 100 miles from home.  

Struggling in freezing waters - unable to radio an accurate position 

back to base - the four men faced a cold and lonely death.  But as 

the aircraft went down, the crew had managed to salvage their 

secret weapon - a carrier pigeon. The blue chequered hen bird, 

called Winkie, was set free in the hope she could fly home to her 

loft in Broughty Ferry, near Dundee, and so alert air base 

colleagues to their predicament.  During World War II, carrier 

pigeons were routinely carried by RAF bombers for this very 

eventuality, though in an era before GPS and satellite locator 

beacons, rescue was far from certain.  Winkie flew 120 miles, and 

was discovered, exhausted and covered in oil by owner George 

Ross who immediately informed RAF Leuchars in Fife.  The 

pigeon was not carrying a message, but the RAF were able to 

calculate the position of the downed aircraft using the time 

difference between the plane's ditching and the arrival of the bird - 

taking into account the wind direction and even the impact of the 

oil on Winkie's feathers to her flight speed.  A rescue mission was 

launched and the men were found within 15 minutes.  The crew 

would have died without Winkie’s message coming through.  

Winkie became the toast of the air base, with a dinner held in her 

honour.  A year later, she became the first animal to receive the 

Dickin Medal - named after PDSA's founder Maria Dickin - for 

‘delivering a message under exceptional difficulties’. ֍ 

Purple Poppy Appeal 2018 
 

By Barbara Gardner 

A nimal Aid, who set up and ran the Purple 

Poppy Appeal to remember animals who gave 

their lives in war, have passed the appeal over  to 

the Sasha Animal Foundation, allowing the funds 

raised from the sale of poppies to support animals in 

worn-torn countries. 

 Each year the Sasha Animal Foundation and two 

other animal rescue charities will be supported by 

the Purple Poppy Appeal.  The trustees will have a 

list of animal rescues that fall under the appeal, 

compiled from recommendations by the public, as 

well as charities they have met whilst working in the 

animal rescue world.  The trustees will vote on the 

two animal rescues to support that year and will 

announce the names of the chosen charities near to 

the appeal date.  The Sasha Animal Foundation 

themselves foster cats and dogs from war-torn 

countries in the UK and worldwide. 

 This year’s Purple Poppy Appeal will run from 

1st-14th September 2018 when purple poppies will 

be available for purchase from stockists listed on 

Sasha’s website and from the website itself 

(www.sashaanimalfoundation.com).  The date was 

chosen so as not to encroach on the red poppy 

campaign of the Royal British Legion and also to 

commemorate ‘The British Pet Massacre’ when, 

during the Second World War, the government  

recommended that pets should be put to sleep. ֍ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/articles/34862914
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Prayers for Remembrance Sunday 
 

By Rev. Prof. Martin Henig 
 

Loving Lord,  

We meet together to pray for all creation and 

especially today for all animals terrified, wounded 

and killed as a result of warfare.  As this memorial 

reminds us many animals, horses and donkeys, 

elephants and camels, dogs and pigeons have 

served and suffered in war. We recall their bravery 

and faithfulness, their fortitude and love and we 

ask your blessing on them, for they too, like the 

soldiers, sailors and airmen, and their support staff, 

like the doctors and nurses were created by you and lived and died in the 

hope of salvation.  

Lord hear us....Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord,  

As we continue to remember the particular cost paid by horses and mules in 

the First World War, we ask that reflecting on the debt we owe to them, our 

species should remember their sacrifice and realise that cruelty to horses, 

betrayed and exported not to war but to be killed as horse-meat is a 

disservice to the many thousands of horses who died in Flanders for us.  May 

we remember what we owe to them and repay our debt with kindness and 

love.    

Lord hear us...Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord,  

We pray for dogs, who have so often served in war, both in service, detecting 

mines, and as companions to men and women in peril. We give particular 

thanks for Nowzad dogs. For dogs who have been rescued, for those who 

have rescued them from more recent theatres of war. We thank you for the 

love, generosity and faithfulness of people and dogs, which points the way to 

a more peaceful world.   Lord hear us...Lord graciously hear us. 

 

Loving Lord, 

We pray for sea creatures, for the whales and porpoises, turtles, fish and 

other creatures suffering from naval warfare, from the sounds of explosions, 

from the pollution caused by maritime conflict. We remember that you made 

the great whales to sport in the waves, and the ships to sail calmly over the 

surface. For the sea was to be a realm of peace and not a battleground. We 

pray for all creatures of the sea, victims of warfare and the testing of 

weapons.  

Lord hear us...Lord graciously hear  us. 

 

Loving Lord, 

Warfare ravages environments and we pray for wild creatures, killed, 

maimed or displaced by warfare and military activity. The world belongs to 

you and not to us, and we ask for forgiveness and pray for peace that the 

world may be restored to the innocence and pristine sanctity of Eden. 

Lord hear us...Lord graciously hear us. 

 

And so let us pray for the peace of all creation, when humans will respect 

and love each other and we will be joined by all animals, by all creation in 

one great hymn of praise to you, to your son, the Prince of Peace, and to the 

Holy Spirit. World without end. Amen. 

Letters  
 

Cruelty to Animals Degrades 

Humans 
 

Dear Editor, 

 

Granting of fundamental 

rights to animals is 

something we as a human 

species have neglected for 

centuries.  Our treatment 

of animals has been 

unparalleled in its sheer 

scale of brutality. 

 It has hurt animals and 

it has also had a negative 

impact on the human species. We have morally 

lowered ourselves in failing to show basic 

compassion to animals who share this planet 

with us. Our violence towards animals rebounds 

on our species. It hangs like a foreboding, 

menacing cloud stripping us of compassion and 

empathy with other living beings. We need to 

take that huge leap in abandoning violence 

towards animals and by doing so we will be 

doing ourselves a huge favour as well. 

  Violence hangs in the air, it steals our sense 

of peace and well-being.  It breeds negativity. 

Hence humans will be doing themselves a 

favour by ceasing this violence. Maneka Gandhi 

put it like this recently: ‘First you eat meat and 

then meat eats you!’. 

 

Nitin Mehta MBE 

 

 

If Someone Took Your Baby 
 

Dear Sir, 

 

If someone took your baby. If you saw them 

take it, and the baby cried out for you to help. If 

your baby struggled, but they were too brutal, 

and dragged it away. How would you live? You 

would be screaming inside, dying inside. You 

have loved and nurtured your baby. 

 This is just too awful to think about, and I do 

not want to upset anyone. However, this is done 

on a daily basis, to cows, whose maternal 

instinct is equally as strong as ours. Why then do 

we choose to ignore their pain, when we know 

how painful this would be to any mother? The 

calves are taken so that we can then steal their 

milk from their distraught mother. Why? 

 

Pam Ward 

Nitin Mehta 
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A Jain, A Vegan and an Astronaut Contender 
 

Vijay Shah is an adventurer, aerospace engineer and film-maker.  He has travelled and made expeditions all over the world 

and designs space vehicles for a living.  He is also a Jain and a vegan.  Last year he beat thousands of applicants to become a 

contender on the BBC’s Astronauts: Do You Have What it Takes? Programme, shown in August 2017.  Here Vijay tells his 

story. 

By Vijay Shah  

in the Peruvian Andes or on Baffin Island in the Canadian 

Arctic.  My professional explorations took me solo climbing 

up several 6,000+m mountains and I was part of the first 

British team to successfully cross the remote Penny Ice Cap 

on Baffin Islands, surviving temperatures of -60C.  This all 

helped me develop a variety of different soft and hard skill 

sets. It sounds like a lot!  But it isn’t if they’re the things you 

love to do.  More importantly, I wasn’t born with these skills 

or abilities.  I had to work on them, starting at the bottom 

and, with hard work and a zest for learning, I taught myself 

these skills.   

It takes a lot of courage to pursue a direction that is 

out of the norm; this courage to pursue what I really believe 

in comes from being brought up as a Jain.  Growing up as an 

ethnic minority in the UK with a belief system that is far 

removed from the general populace is a challenge and it can 

be quite tempting to conform to the status quo for an easier 

life.  But by not doing so you can become incredibly strong 

mentally. Astronauts also need to be physically fit, not only 

by being physically active, but also by sleeping well and 

having a healthy diet. A lifelong vegetarian, a few years ago 

I was invited to Saudi Arabia to give a talk on ‘Climate 

Change Through the Eyes of a Polar Explorer’.  Whilst 

researching for the talk I became vegan, since it became 

clear that I could no longer reconcile my passion for the 

environment and my belief of ahimsa whilst eating dairy.  

Since then I’ve been questioned many times about the ability 

to stay healthy and fit to do the things I love on a vegan diet, 

the same questions I was asked previously about my 

vegetarian diet!  But as those that saw Episode 1 may have 

noticed, being vegan improves your physical fitness. It has 

taken me a lifetime of challenging myself in ways I could 

never have imagined as a child, to be selected for this 

competition.  I was up against excellent candidates all with 

equally outstanding achievements, so it’ll was an interesting 

few weeks. As for the real thing, an ESA astronaut selection 

programme should only be a few years away. Further details 

at www.vijeyshah.info  ֍ 

I ’ve always wanted to be an 

astronaut. This is the 

ultimate adventure: imagine 

seeing the Earth, the most 

incredible place in the known 

universe, from the vantage point 

of orbit.  Just that thought leaves 

me breathless. But let’s be honest 

about the chances of actually 

becoming an astronaut.  Quite 

literally and within the margins of 

error everyone that has attempted to be an astronaut 

fails.  Not only do you have to be in top notch physical 

shape (in ways that you will have no idea about), but you 

must also have developed over the preceding decade(s) skill 

sets that are at the forefront of your chosen field and be ones 

that are a core requirement for the astronaut (these could 

change!). That requires a lifetime of dedication, hard work 

and belief. And after all that, you just have to hope that there 

will be a selection process during the years when you are at 

your prime! The last European Space Agency (ESA) 

selection process was in 2007-8. During that selection 

process nearly 10,000 highly skilled applicants from across 

Europe vied for just six places. This BBC Science series 

aims to shine a light on this opaque but incredible process, 

showing the world how astronauts are chosen using the same 

techniques as the actual selection process.  The applications 

to get onto this series numbered in the thousands; the final 

sixty candidates were then invited for a selection day in 

London.  Just a couple of weeks before the scheduled 

filming date, Chris Hadfield, a retired astronaut, selected the 

final twelve. And I was one of them! How?  

Having always been fascinated with space 

exploration I studied Aeronautical Engineering, obtaining a 

1st class MEng degree from Loughborough University.  I 

have been working in the field for ten years across Europe, 

designing some of the most high tech aircraft currently 

flying.  At present I’m designing what could be the world’s 

first single stage to orbit spaceplane, a feat so difficult that 

NASA have considered it to be the holy grail of space travel.  

But that’s only the half of it; to even come close to 

becoming an astronaut candidate you need to have a wide 

skill set.   Speaking for myself I have spent over three years 

travelling in some of the hardest to reach places on the 

planet; at university I joined a variety of clubs from 

breakdancing to mountaineering.  It was the mountaineering 

skills that I really pursued after university, becoming a 

mountain leader and leading expeditions to over 5,000m up  
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A t Westminster, on 28th March 2018, The Institute 

of Jainology (IoJ), the international Jain 

organisation promoting Jainism in inter-religious affairs, 

held its Annual Mahavir Janma Kalyanak celebration 

hosted by the Jain All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) at 

the House of Commons (HoC).  

 The Jain APPG was organised as part of the IoJ led 

‘OneJAIN’ initiative, representing the 30 Jain community 

organisations in the UK. The meeting celebrated the birth 

anniversary of Lord Mahavir, the 24th Tirthankara of the 

Jain faith, which falls on the 29th of March this year. 

 The program commenced with the recitation of the 

Navakar mantra by Respected Samnijis. The IoJ Chair, Mr 

Nemu Chandaria, welcomed all and spoke about the 

relevance of Lord Mahavir’s message of universal love and 

non-violence in today’s world, and read extracts from letters 

of support from the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister, Theresa May 

MP and the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue. 

The Prime Minister acknowledged the importance of non-

violence and respect for all and thanked the Jain community 

in the UK for encouraging peace and harmony in the 

society.  

 The Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth, Minister at the 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, 

gave a warm welcome and a keynote address reflecting on 

his public service.  

  Mr Jaysukh Mehta of the Institute introduced Mr. 

Manaharlal Mehta as the winner of the OneJAIN Lifetime 

Achievement Award for 2018. Maharalal Mehta is the 

chairman of the Vanik Council, which provides various 

services to the community, including health education, 

chaplaincy, directories and matrimonial support. The award 

was presented by Lord Bourne.   

 Mr Mahesh Gosrani of the Institute introduced Mr. 

Jayant Doshi as the winner of the Excellence in Community 

Service Award for 2018. Jayant Doshi is the secretary of the 

Navjivan Vadil Kendra, a charity set up to serve the needs 

of elderly, lonely and retired people in the community. The 

award was presented by Lord Bourne.   

 Both award winners thanked the community for their 

support in their responses. 

 The APPG Chair, Mr. Gareth Thomas MP, and Deputy 

Chair Mr. Bob Blackman MP welcomed the guests. This 

was followed by two talks by the keynote speakers, The 

Lord Gadhia and Councillor Sachin Shah, leader at Harrow 

Council, on the premise that Jains should play a greater role 

in public life. 

 The event was used as an opportunity to raise awareness 

about Leprosy in developing countries, where millions suffer 

isolation and disability due to ignorance of the fact that the 

disease is completely curable. Mr. Jeff Prescott, CEO of 

LEPRA, gave a brief overview to the audience. 

 Another important issue within the Asian communities is 

to raise the awareness for the need for live organ donation. 

Mr. Kirit and Mrs. Mina Modi gave a short talk stating the 

shortage of donors coming forward. 

 A vote of thanks was given by Mr. Mehool Sanghrajka 

of the Institute.  

 

About the Institute of Jainology 

AIA member organisation, the Institute of Jainology (IoJ) 

was founded in 1986 and is an international organisation 

promoting Jain philosophy and values through the 

disciplines of art, culture and education. It represents the 

Jain faith in government and inter-faith matters in the UK 

and elsewhere. 

 Over its 25 year history, the IoJ has co-hosted the 

Peaceful Liberators exhibition at the Victoria and Albert 

Museum London, published the Catalogue of the Jain 

Collection at the British Library, and launched the 

Jainpedia.org encyclopaedia. 

 On 28th September 2014, the thirty or so UK Jain 

Organisations voted for the Institute of Jainology to form 

‘OneJAIN’ and to lead them in matters of government and 

community.  

 For more information see www.jainology.org and 

www.jainpedia.org ֍ 

IoJ Directors with Presidents of OneJAIN 

Jain APPG Mahavir Janma Kalyanak at the House of Commons 

http://www.jainology.org
http://www.jainpedia.org
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Veganuary 2018 
 

By Barbara Gardner 

 

 

T wenty years ago vegetarianism was thought of 

as ‘alternative’, even ‘cranky’. At dinners and 

buffets, ‘vegetarian’ food, always in the minority, was 

labelled ‘vegetarian’ whilst the majority meat-based 

food needed no label. There was no name for non-

vegetarians as this was considered the ‘normal’ state. 

‘Normal’ people often mocked vegetarians. But move 

on to 2018 and everything has changed. Vegetarians are 

‘old hat’ and vegans are now, not only the norm, but the 

trendy thing to be. 

 Veganuary is one of many movements followed by 

these trendy young things  - the millennia children, born 

long after the vegetarians struggled against social 

pressure and the criticism that you weren’t getting 

enough nutrition in your diet, particularly protein, that 

was then believed only to come from meat and dairy.  

Now we know better.  Veganism isn’t just a 

compassionate way of living, or even just a trendy way 

of life, it is known to be the most healthy way of life, as 

a great many athletes are proving. 

 The Veganuary movement is a charity inspiring 

people to try vegan for January, combining it with their 

New Year resolutions, and also to continue it 

throughout the rest of the year.  The number of people 

committing to a vegan diet in the UK has risen from 

1,500 in 2014 to 52,000 in 2018 and worldwide 120,000 

people have committed.  There are many celebrity 

vegans, including racing driver Lewis Hamilton and pop 

singer Ariana Grande. The Vegan Society has reported 

542,000 vegans in the UK, three times as many as a 

decade ago and almost half are aged between 15 and 34. 

The major supermarkets are opening up new vegan 

ranges to meet the demand.  So chin up you old 

‘veggies’ - your time has come! ֍ 

Left to right: IoJ Chair Nemu Chandaria, Lord Bourne, Mrs Doshi 

and Mr Jayant Doshi, winner of the Excellence in Community 

Service Award for 2018 

Letter from the Rt. Hon. Prime 

Minister, Theresa May MP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great pleasure that I send my very best wishes to the 

Jain community of the United Kingdom to mark Mahavir 

Jayanti. 

 I know that this is a very important festival for Jains, as you 

come together to celebrate the birth of Mahavira. 

 The Jain communities of Britain have brought much to this 

country.  The fundamental principles of Jainism, including 

Ahimsa and respect for all, are well recognised, and are as 

important as ever.  I would like to thank the Jain community for 

all you do in encouraging peace and harmony in our society. 

 

Happy Mahavir Jayanti. 

 

Theresa May 
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Serves: 4 adults 

Dairy-free, egg-free, wheat-

free, gluten-free, no added 

sugar. 

 

Ingredients 
 

● 1 tablespoon vegetable 

cooking oil (optional) 

● 80g split chickpea lentils 

● 80g split pigeon peas or 

tuver daal 

● 80g green lentils 

● 80g split red lentils 

● 1.5 litre water 

● 2 medium size onions 

● 2 cloves garlic 

● 1½ inch piece of ginger, 

peeled and grated 

● 2 chillies 

● Juice of ½ lime/lemon 

● 

● 2 one inch sticks cinnamon 

● 6 pieces of cloves 

● ½ teaspoon mustard seeds 

● ½ teaspoon cumin seeds 

● 2 pieces of star anise 

● ½ black pepper 

● 1 teaspoon turmeric 

● 1 teaspoon coriander & 

cumin powder 

● 5 tablespoons tomato 

passata 

● Salt to taste 

● Coriander for garnishing 

(optional) 

 

 

www.shambhus.co.uk 

 

Enjoy! 

Method 
 

1. Wash the split chickpea, tuver daal and green lentils, and soak them for 2 hours. 

2. Drain the water from the lentils, add fresh water and wash. 

3. In a pan, warm up a tablespoon of cooking oil. 

4. Add the cinnamon sticks and cloves to the warm oil first, and then add the mustard 

seeds, cumin seeds and star anise. 

5. Add the diced onions as soon as the mustard seeds and cumin seeds start to sputter. 

6. Cook the onions till they brown and start to caramelise. 

7. Add some salt to help release water from the onions. 

8. While the onions are cooking, peel the ginger and garlic, and finely chop the chillies. 

9. Add the split chickpea lentils, tuver daal and green lentils once the onions have 

caramelised. 

10. Add 500 ml of water. 

11. Cover the pan and leave on medium heat until the lentils are partially cooked. 

12. Meanwhile wash the split red lentils. 

13. Use a plane grater to grate in the garlic and ginger, and add the finely chopped 

chillies. 

14. After 15 minutes check whether lentils are soft. If they are soft add the red lentils and 

another 500ml of water (or more if all the previous water has been absorbed by the 

lentils). 

15. Add in the remaining ingredients, and leave the daal to stew for 5 minutes. 

16. Switch off the heat, add some chopped coriander and serve. 

Mixed Daal 

Recipe produced by Nishma Shah of Shambhu’s   
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ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE 
 

FRIEND FORM 
 

 

Title:   Dr______  Mr _______  Mrs _______  Ms _______  Other ________ 

First name _____________________________________    Surname: ______________________________________ 

 

I wish to become a friend of the Animal Interfaith Alliance: _______ 

Or –                  I wish to renew my friendship of AIA:            _______ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________  Postcode: __________________ 

Country: _____________________________   Email Address: __________________________________________ 

Telephone number: _____________________  Mobile number: __________________________________________ 

 

AIA will retain the personal information provided on this form as long as you remain a subscriber. We will update it 

whenever we hear from you that changes are needed. Unless you give us permission, we can do nothing other than 

keep it safe.  

Please mark here to let us know that we have your permission to contact you: 

[   ] By email regarding membership matters (e.g. annual renewal) 

[   ] By post regarding membership matters (e.g. annual renewal) 

[   ] By email to send the Animal Spirit magazine 

 

Type of Annual Friend (please tick): 

Individual Friend £15.00 _______       or Individual Friend Concessions £7.50 _______ 

I would like to make a donation of £ ________________ 

 

Please either make cheques payable to ‘The Animal Interfaith Alliance’ and send with this form to                                                                                            

The Membership Secretary, AIA, 19 Sudeley Grove, Hardwick, Cambridge, CB23 7XS. 

 

Or make bank transfers to Tr iodos Bank, Sort code: 16-58-10, Account number: 20530234 

 

Or pay by annual standing order 

To (name of your Bank/Building Society) ___________________________________________________________ 

Bank’s Address ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________  Post Code __________________________ 

My account number is ___________________________ Sort Code ____________________ 

I would like to give the sum of £ _________________ on the 1st day of each month/year,  

starting on ______ /______ (Month/Year) until further notice in writing, to account number 20530234 of The Animal 

Interfaith Alliance, Triodos Bank, sort code 16-58-10. 

 

Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
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New Animal Welfare (Sentencing & Recognition of Sentiency) Bill 

 

By Barbara Gardner 

 The draft bill also sets out that the government must 

have regard to the welfare needs of animals as sentient 

beings in formulating and implementing government 

policy.   

 In the government’s press release of 12th December 

Michael Gove said: ‘As we leave the EU we will deliver a 

Green Brexit, not only maintaining but enhancing animal 

welfare standards. Animals are sentient beings who feel 

pain and suffering, so we are writing that principle into law 

and ensuring that we protect their welfare. Our plans will 

also increase sentences for those who commit the most 

heinous acts of animal cruelty to five years in jail.  We are a 

nation of animal lovers so we will make Brexit work, not 

just for citizens, but for the animals we love and cherish 

too.’ 

 Michael Gove’s written ministerial statement reads: ‘I 

am delighted to publish today a draft Animal Welfare 

(Sentencing and Recognition of Sentience) Bill which will 

reflect the principle of animal sentience in domestic law 

and increase maximum sentences for animal cruelty 

tenfold, from six months to five years in England and 

Wales.  

 ‘This draft Bill will embed the principle that animals are 

sentient beings, capable of feeling pain and pleasure, more 

clearly than ever before in domestic law.  There was never 

any question that our policies on animal welfare are driven 

by the fact that animals are sentient 

beings, and I am keen to reinforce this 

in legislation as we leave the EU.   

 ‘The Government is committed to 

raising animal welfare standards, and 

to ensuring animals will not lose any 

recognitions or protections once we 

leave the EU.  The draft Bill I am 

publishing makes our recognition of 

animal sentience clear.  It contains an 

obligation, directed towards 

government, to pay regard to the 

welfare needs of animals when formulating and 

implementing government policy.     

 ‘This provision does not apply to Ministers in the 

devolved governments of Wales, Scotland and Northern 

Ireland.  I look forward to working closely with my 

devolved colleagues and I will be exploring with them the 

best way forward on this important matter, including 

whether they wish to take a similar or different approach.  

 ‘In addition we will not tolerate cruelty against animals 

and we will give the courts the tools they need to deal with 

abhorrent acts of animal cruelty.  This draft Bill increases 

the maximum penalty for animal welfare offences in the 

Animal Welfare Act 2006 from  six months to five years’ 

imprisonment.  (Continued on page 33) 

——————— 

‘This is the start 

of our ambition to 

set a global gold 

standard for 

animal welfare as 

we leave the EU.’ 

Michael Gove 

———————– 

 

T he Animal Interfaith Alliance welcomes 

Environment Secretary Michael Gove’s new animal 

welfare initiatives and the draft Animal W elfare 

(Sentencing and Recognition of Sentiency) Bill that was laid 

before parliament on 12th December 2017.  The new bill 

may come as a surprise to many who have been used to 

decades of complacency from successive UK governments 

on the subject of animal welfare.  Many cynics may believe 

it comes as a response to feedback given on why the last 

election result wasn’t as successful for the Conservative 

government as they had hoped it would be, or the backlash 

from animal welfare activists when the government omitted 

the ‘sentiency’ clause, enshrined in EU legislation, from the 

Withdrawal Bill. 

 Whatever the cause of Michael Gove’s new interest in 

animal welfare and the environment, whether from genuine 

concern or from political astuteness, the government’s long-

overdue interest in the subject is very welcome. The 

initiatives include: 

 

 - Reflecting animal sentiency in UK domestic law,  

 

- Stronger sentencing for animal cruelty (from six months to 

five years),  

 

- Mandatory CCTV in slaughter houses,  

 

- Banning ivory, and  

 

- Protecting the marine environment and wildlife from plastic 

microbeads.  

 

Rt Hon. Michael Gove MP 
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The Labour Party Animal Welfare Plan 
 
 

By Barbara Gardner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O n 14th February 2018 the Labour Party announced 

its new Animal Welfare Plan.  In the forward to the 

plan, Sue Hayman, Shadow Secretary of State for the 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs said: 

 ‘Labour is the party of animal welfare. From bringing 

forward the landmark Hunting Act to protecting the treatment 

of domestic animals under the Animal Welfare Act, Labour 

has always placed the welfare of animals high on the policy 

agenda. At a European level, Labour secured better welfare 

standards for battery hens and chickens and tightened the 

rules on the transport of live animals. It is a record Labour is 

rightly proud of. 

 ‘However, we cannot allow hard-won progress to be 

undone. We know that Labour must be at the forefront of 

driving through the next phase of progress in the journey 

towards better animal welfare standards. 

 ‘Just last year the Prime Minister Theresa May openly 

declared her support for fox hunting and to bring back a free 

vote on the matter [now withdrawn]. Last year almost 20,000 

badgers were killed across England in the largest destruction 

of a protected species in living memory, whilst the most 

recent RSPB Birdcrime Report showed that for the first time 

in thirty years, not one prosecution took place for raptor 

persecution. 

 ‘Never has it been more pressing to set an ambitious 

agenda on animal welfare than now. Labour fought for 

animal sentience to be part of the EU Withdrawal Bill but 

this was voted down by the Government despite Michael 

Gove going on record to say that he would support it just 

months earlier. Instead, we now have a rushed and  

Sue Hayman MP 

haphazard Animal Sentience Bill which, according to the 

Environment and Rural Affairs Select Committee, has failed 

to consider the full implications of the policy. With new 

trade deals on the horizon and the UK no longer subject to 

EU-wide rules on animal welfare, we must ensure that we 

have a comprehensive legislative agenda in place to make 

sure that the UK has equal and better animal rights across 

the world. 

 ‘This suite of policies on animal welfare seeks to build 

upon the long-standing leadership of the Labour Party on the 

issue of animal welfare. We are seeking views on measures 

that will underpin the next phase of animal welfare 

legislation under the next Labour government. Our approach 

will not be one of half measures and backtracking, based on 

‘campaign of the month’ issues. One of our key proposals 

that we are seeking feedback on is the appointment of an 

Animal Welfare Commissioner to ensure that government 

policy across Whitehall is continually informed and 

underpinned by the latest scientific evidence on animal 

sentience and best practice in animal welfare. 

 ‘Our vision is one where no animal is made to suffer 

unnecessary pain and degradation and where we continue to 

drive up standards and practice in line with the most recent 

advances and understanding’. 

  

Animal Welfare Commissioner 

In addition to the promising protection of animals in the 

areas of domestic pets, factory farming and slaughter houses, 

wild animals, animals in sport, animals used in research and 

promising to strengthen animal 

welfare law in the UK, Labour 

are also proposing the 

appointment of an Animal 

Welfare Commissioner (AWC) 

with the objective of ensuring 

that animal welfare standards are 

always considered as legislation 

is introduced and as Britain takes 

part in international bodies, trade 

deals and obligations.  The AWC 

will also be responsible for 

gathering the latest scientific 

evidence on animal sentience and 

animal welfare, to ensure the most up to date and evidence-

based understanding across Whitehall. 

 AIA welcomes the proposal to appoint an AWC and has, 

indeed, advocated for this. The AWC would oversee the 

enforcement of the welfare requirements in the Animal 

Welfare Act 2006.  as well as assist in the promotion of best 

practice in animal welfare internationally. Full details are at: 

https://labour.org.uk/issues/animal-welfare-plan/ ֍ 

—————————

Our vision is one 

where no animal is 

made to suffer 

unnecessary pain and 

degradation and where 

we continue to drive up 

standards and practice 

in line with the most 

recent advances and 

understanding. 

—————————
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I n January this year a manifesto was produced by 

animal protection groups brought together by 

Wildlife and Countryside Link and the UK Centre for 

Animal Law (A-Law) called Brexit: Getting the Best 

Deal for Animals.  The Animal Interfaith A lliance has 

signed up to it and so have its member organisations 

Catholic Concern for Animals and Quaker Concern for 

Animals. Its objective is to present to the UK government 

and other decision makers a manifesto for designing animal 

welfare legislation following the UK’s departure from the 

EU after Brexit.  

 Whilst taking no position on the merits of Britain’s 

departure from the EU, signatories to this manifesto believe 

that Brexit presents many opportunities to improve animal 

welfare, both in the UK and overseas.  It also recognises 

that Brexit carries risks of erosion of hard-won animal 

welfare standards enshrined into EU law.  The document 

provides a summary of the current EU and international  

Brexit: Getting The Best Deal For Animals 
 

A Manifesto by the Animal Welfare Community 
 

By Barbara Gardner 

animal protection measures that the organisations believe 

should be  maintained in UK law and also the 

improvements that could be made. 

 The document has sections on wild animals, animals 

in agriculture, companion animals and animals used in 

research, as well as a section on EU legislation as part of 

UK law, before and after Brexit. Some of the key issues 

covered include:- refining CAP policy to reward farmers 

for high animal welfare and environmental standards 

instead of the size of their land, ending live exports, 

banning the fur trade, mandatory labelling of meat and 

dairy products relating to farming method and slaughter 

practice, closing loopholes in the Pet Travel Scheme that 

allow the cruel trade in poorly bred puppies from Central 

and Eastern Europe and much more.  To read the full 

document go to: 

http://www.alaw.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Brexit-

Getting-the-Best-Deal-for-Animals-Full-Report.pdf  ֍ 
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Theresa Villiers’  

Bill to Ban Live Exports 
 

By Barbara Gardner 
 

 

A t the beginning of February, Conservative MP 

Theresa Villiers brought a Private Members’ Bill to 

parliament to ban live exports. This was later withdrawn. 

Although UK ferry companies stopped shipping live exports 

in 2007, one private boat still continues to take animals from 

Ramsgate. There has been a reduction to less than 20,000 

sheep and no cattle being exported last year. 

 Ms Villers says that she is opposed to live exports 

because of the journey times and the lack of rules at abattoirs 

abroad. Some farmers want to continue the trade with an 

assurance scheme to ensure high welfare standards but Ms 

Villiers contends that it is not possible to ensure high 

standards overseas. 

 Whilst in the EU, the UK is unable to ban live exports 

under single market rules. Outside of the EU,  if the UK were 

to ban live exports it could possibly be challenged by the 

World Trade Organisation (WTO). The situation is currently 

unclear. ֍ 

Rt Hon. Theresa Villiers MP 

(Continued from page 30) 

‘This applies to the most serious offences under the Act – 

causing unnecessary suffering, illegally mutilating an 

animal, illegally docking a dog’s tail, illegal poisoning and 

encouraging an animal fight.  My proposed increased 

maximum penalties will also apply to convictions relating 

to attacks on service animals, including guide dogs, police 

and military dogs. This provision will apply in England and 

Wales.  

 ‘The draft Bill that I am publishing today is subject to a 

seven week consultation, ending on 31st January.  It is part 

of a wider programme to deliver world-leading standards of 

animal welfare in the years ahead.  We are making CCTV 

mandatory in slaughterhouses, banning plastic microbeads 

which harm marine life, and have set out proposals for a 

total ban on ivory sales which contribute to the poaching of 

elephants. This is the start of our ambition to set a global 

gold standard for animal welfare as we leave the EU.’ ֍ 

Labour Animal Welfare 

Society Conference 2018 

By Barbara Gardner 

O n Saturday 10th March 2018 the Labour Animal 

Welfare Society (LAWS) held their annual 

conference at Bloomsbury Baptist Church, chaired by 

Mark Glover. 

 Nick Palmer of CIWF introduced the animal welfare 

draft policy document which he had made significant 

contributions to.  Later in the day the conference divided 

itself into groups to respond to individual parts of the 

document.  The responses were noted and reported back for 

consideration for inclusion in the final plan. 

 Kate Fowler of Animal Aid reported on the suffering 

inherent in commercial shooting to advise the conference 

on developing Labour’s policy on the issue.  Later she gave 

an update on campaigns, including CCTV in 

slaughterhouses. Edie Bowles, a lawyer, reported on Brexit 

and its implications and opportunities for animal welfare. 

 Richard Bissett and Ellen Cobb advised the conference 

on how using social media could help LAWS and there was 

a debate on future work for LAWS. 

 Overall, this was a most constructive conference. ֍ 
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Book Review 

Bees-at-Law by Noël Sweeney LL.B Dip. Crim. I M.A.  

Reviewed by Marian Hussenbux 

 

U nless we have been stung, we seem to love bees. They wear  

stripy fur coats, emit a sound evocative of summer in a garden, live 

in a structured and interesting community and most of us know that they 

perform an indispensable role pollinating much of the food we need. If 

we eat honey – a commodity whose use dates back to ancient 

civilisations - the creation of that sweet product will be a major factor in 

our appreciation of these industrious beings. 

 The writer of the comprehensive work Bees-at-Law is a barrister 

who has a special expertise in animal law, so he brings a depth of 

knowledge to a fascinating subject. The book examines and explains in 

detail the legal status and rights of these complex creatures, and the 

rights and responsibilities of those who keep and benefit from them. 

 How the bee relates to us and our requirements, our responsibilities 

for her and each other, how she is represented in law, are illustrated by 

many cases which came to court in several jurisdictions, covering 

nuisance, danger and negligence, to cite but a few causes of concern. 

Bees might swarm and sting, they might indeed be provoked to do so, 

causing complicated legal cases. Bees might even be claimed to be 

‘trespassers’ on land other than where their hive is situated.  

  Over the years, bees have been the subject of much litigation.  This 

appears to arise in part from a fundamental question: Are bees wild or 

domesticated creatures? Are they, as Roman lawyers categorised, in a 

classification still used in England & Wales and other common law 

countries, ferae naturae, or domitae naturae?  

 The Jurist Justinian defined the status of the bee in his Body of Civil Law (529-565) thus: ‘Bees are wild by nature; and so if 

a swarm alight on your tree, it is not to be considered yours, until you have hived it, any more than the birds which build their 

nests there; and hence, if it be hived by another, it becomes his property …’ 

 Under a legal system like ours, greatly concerned about title (who legally owns an object), possession (the actual holding of 

an object, whether legal or not) and liability (who can be held legally responsible for any act or omission), the free-flying bee, 

whether wild or hived, makes an especially interesting subject. 

 Animus revertendi – an intention to return – is a significant concept. Bees fly freely once they have left the owner’s hive, but 

the beekeeper expects them to return, and to remain his or her property. But what if they do not? 

 Judges in Kearry v Pattinson in 1939 found that the owner of bees who had swarmed onto a neighbour’s land lost his rights 

to the bees – a decision questioned by Sweeney and other lawyers. 

 Justinian’s judicial definition was referenced in an Iowan court case in 1903, in which bees were alleged to have stung a 

team of horses on the property of another individual, and it was adapted to take account of how society uses this creature to our 

advantage. The court observed: 

 ‘Bees may not be confined like the wild beasts. To roam seems to be necessary to their existence… bees, while generally 

classed as ferae naturae, are so useful and common as to be all but domesticated…’ 

 However, there are truly wild bees, whom nobody claims as their property. In a notable case in New Hampshire in 2008 

such bees were the subject of legal action. In Belhumeur v Zilm the plaintiff tried to take action for negligence and nuisance, 

having been stung by wild bees ‘on or about their [Zilm’s] premises’. This action tied up several courts in many complex 

arguments.  

 In the case Tutton v Walter in West Sussex, 1981, bees owned by Tutton foraged on a field of oil seed rape belonging to 

Walter’s company. This field was sprayed with pesticides the judge accepted were harmful to bees. The defendant argued that 

the bees were ‘trespassers’ on his land, so he was not liable for the 33 colonies killed by the spraying.  

 Categorising the bees as ‘trespassers’ was an attempt to place bees in a category between domesticated and wild. The 

outcome was that bees cannot be compared to human trespassers, who are wrong doers, as they are, on the contrary, beneficial 

creatures.  
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 A wealth of facts about bees have been researched – the Apiarist Minister in Australia who in 1885 introduced the idea of a 

bee sanctuary on Kangaroo Island, the Manchester Bee, that symbol of the industrious textile workers who created the city’s 

wealth, the fact that, under Islamic and Jewish law, bees were unclean, but, to add insult to injury, honey was not, and, at the 

other end of the spectrum, in yet another example of man’s ingenuity in finding employment for other animals, the use of the 

western honeybee to sniff out illegal drugs, as they have proved to have an acute ability to respond to the presence of pure 

cocaine and heroin.  

 The bee is a potent symbol, evoking many concepts applicable to the human condition, and Sweeney’s final chapter, 

Searching for the Soul of a Bee, takes us further into the sphere of our relationship with the bee, and indeed other creatures. 

This chapter illustrates the manner in which all non-human animals are made subject to our dominion and how the law 

underpins that relationship. 

 Many readers will be aware that over the past 1,000 years, worldwide, animals could be arraigned, tried in court and 

sentenced to death. Sweeney vividly describes the case of a sow who suffered this terrible punishment in 1386 in Normandy, 

having been found guilty of killing a child. 

 How is this relevant to bees? They were in fact subject to the same system. As far as back as 864, the Council of Worms 

decreed that bees who had stung a man to death should be suffocated in the hive. 

 ‘An eye for an eye’ – the ancient Lex talionis – could profitably be applied to every being. 

 The concept of the soul, who has one and who does not, is another device useful for human purposes in 

that we can categorise living beings by this yardstick and treat them well or badly according to our 

categorisation.  For Porphyry, bees had souls ‘… special spirits who love justly, and who, having 

performed such things as are acceptable to the gods, will return whence they came.’  Sir William Petty, 17th 

century English economist, scientist and philosopher, maintained that ‘their souls seem… like the souls of 

men.’ The Petty family crest bears the image of a hive of bees, and the motto Ut apes geometriam – As bees 

possess geometry by nature hints at other characteristics possessed by this wonderful creature, and one 

which might be especially appreciated by a surveyor.  

 Sweeney highlights the many dangers bees currently face at our hands, a recent instance of which is the controversial use of 

neonicotinoid poisons sprayed on crops. Sweeney contends: ‘Wherever they are harmed by our pesticides and suffer from 

indiscriminate spraying they are ‘entitled’ to be protected from us… Bees need a legal ‘personality’ to match ours and their 

own.’ 

 To sum up, bees need justice, to which humans, or their agents, have recourse.  But, if as Sweeney says, ‘you are designated 

to be a thing as a matter of law’ you are outside the protection of the law. 

 If Te Urewera and the Whanganui River in New Zealand can be granted ‘a legal personality’ – that is ‘a legal entity…’ 

having ‘all the rights, powers, duties and liabilities of a legal person’, why cannot our fellow creatures, including the bee, enjoy 

this status? 

 “What bees have to tell our world does not need words, only wisdom.”  

 So said Sweeney in his introductory letter to this reviewer, a phrase which encapsulates as well as any what the reader – 

lawyer, layperson, beekeeper - will learn from this book.  

 For the legal professional reader, there is a Table of Cases, a Table of Statutes – referring also to legislation in the European 

Union, Canada and the United States - and a Table of Statutory Instruments. 

  The cover illustrations by Kate Lynch, Honey bee on blackberry flower and Honey bee on snowdrop, are very beautiful. 

 There must be very many titles on the market on the subject of beekeeping. Bees-at-Law, which encompasses so many 

spheres in which the human animal and the bee try to co-exist, could be unique, and it is highly recommended. 

 

 

Bees-at-Law by Noël Sweeney LL.B Dip. Crim. I M.A.  

First published 2017 by Alibi, an imprint of Veritas Chambers. 

ISBN 978-1-872724-04-1 

The book is available from Amazon at £51, but at £35 direct from the publisher. 

It can be ordered from the web site: www.bees-at-law.co.uk  

 

About the Author 

Noël Sweeney LL.B Dip. Crim. I M.A. of Veritas Chambers is a practising barrister who specialises in criminal law and human 

rights and animal law. He has lectured widely and written on all aspects of the legal status of animals. He is a member of the 

Association of Lawyers for Animal Welfare (ALAW), the Animal Welfare Science Ethics and Law Veterinary Association and 

the British Beekeepers’ Association. 

 His seminal work on animals and criminal law Animals-in-Law was published in July 2013 and Dogs of Law in 2014. 

Sweeney is a Visiting Professor in Animal Law at the University of Winchester.  ֍ 

 

—————— 

Over the years, 

bees have been 

the subject of 

much litigation. 

——————

http://www.bees-at-law.co.uk
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Indian Vegan Cookery Classes 
 
 
Indian Fermented Vegan Cuisine - Sunday 15th April, 

2.30pm - 5pm https://www.funzing.com/sd/IQh75A 

 

Gujarati-style Indian Vegan Cuisine - Sunday 22nd April, 

2.30pm - 5pm https://www.funzing.com/sd/M1MH6s 

 

Shambhu’s are keen that for every booking identified as being 

referred via AIA channels, they will be happy to donate £5 to 

AIA.  To identify such bookings, please place them through the 

above special links only.  Participants must let Shambhu’s know 

at the time of booking that they came through a promotion/listing 

by AIA.  They can convey this to us by sending us a message 

through the Funzing platform, or else by emailing us at 

contact@shambhus.co.uk.   

 

Advertise  

in Animal Spirit 

Magazine 
 

Member organisations can receive a quarter 

page advert for free in each  

Animal Spirit magazine.  
 

Rates for non-members are : 

Quarter page - £25.00 

Half page  - £50.00 

Full Page - £100.00 

 

Includes an advert  

on the AIA website and social media. 
 

Contact the editor at  

Barbgard.aia@gmail.com 

Faiths Working Together for Animals 

mailto:contact@shambhus.co.uk
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Dharma Voices for Animals  
 

Become a member at no 

cost and support the efforts 

to raise awareness of the 

suffering of animals in the 

Dharma community.  

Check out our website at                                         

 

www.dharmavoicesforanimals.org 
 

Watch our video featur ing 

interviews with world-

renowned monastics and lay 

teachers including Ven. 

Bhikkhu Bodhi, Jetsuma (Ven. 

Master) Tenzin Palmo, Ven. 

Bhante Gunaratana (Bhante 

G), Christopher Titmuss, Ven. 

Geshe Phelgye, teachers from Spirit Rock Meditation 

Center and many others. 

 Meatless Pledge Day   

25th November 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 25th November is Meatless Pledge Day , also the 

birthday of Sadhu Vaswani.  AIA Hindu member  

organisation, the Sadhu Vaswani Centre UK, organises 

Meatless Pledge Day in the UK.  Join people from all over the 

globe in signing the pledge form and sending it in.  

 

Visit: www.sadhuvaswani.org 

 

Summer School 2018    
 

Animal Ethics and Law:  

Creating Positive Change for Animals   
 

22nd - 25th July 2018  
 

at St Stephen’s House, Oxford 
 

For further details go to: www.oxfordanimalethics.com 
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Events 2018 
 

April 2018 

 

Shambhu’s Vegan Cookery are running a series of Indian Vegan cookery classes: 

 

Indian Fermented Vegan Cuisine - Sunday 15th April, 2.30pm - 5pm https://www.funzing.com/sd/IQh75A 

Gujarati-style Indian Vegan Cuisine - Sunday 22nd April, 2.30pm - 5pm https://www.funzing.com/sd/M1MH6s 

 

Shambhu’s are keen that for every booking identified as being referred via AIA channels, they will be happy to donate £5 to AIA.    

To identify such bookings, please place them through the above special links only.  Participants must let Shambhu’s know at the time 

of booking that they came through a promotion/listing by AIA.  They can convey this to us by sending us a message through the 

Funzing platform, or else by emailing us at contact@shambhus.co.uk.   

 

 

May 2018 

 

ASWA AGM - Wednesday 9th May 6.00pm, St Michael’s Church, Chester Square, London, SW1. 

 

 

June 2018 
 

Bhajans for Gaumata - Saturday 9th June, 4.00pm  - 7.00pm.  An evening to raise awareness about the suffer ing of the 

cow. Jalaram Mandir, 85 Narborough Road, Leicester, LE3 0LF.  All welcome! For more information contact Dina Aherne on 

imperfectlyvegan@gmail.com 

 

Young Jains Retreat ‘Who Do I Want to Be?’ - 15th-17th June.  Buckland Hall, Brecon Beacons, Wales. Explore in depth 

Jain Dharma concepts and teachings.  Workshops, yoga, walks.  Further details at www.youngjains.org.uk/retreat 

 

Animal Advocacy Conference - Saturday 23rd June 2018 at University of East Anglia, Norwich. Catholic Concern for 

Animals and the University of East Anglia are delighted to announce a major one day Animal Advocacy Conference at the 

University on Saturday 23rd June 2018. Speakers are expected to include Prof. Gary Francione, Dr Thomas Greaves, Dr Deborah 

Jones, Dr Clara Mancini, Dr Rupert Read, Prof. Catherine Rowett, Dr Richard Ryder and Prof. Gary Steiner.  Also Prof. Anna E.  

Carlton, Sam Earle, Chris Fegan, and Barbara Gardner. Further information can be obtained from Chris Fegan, Chief Executive 

Catholic Concern for Animals at chrisfegancca@gmail.com 

 

 

July 2018 
 

Interfaith Celebration for Animals - Saturday 14th July at 3.00pm at Golders Green Unitarians, 31 Hoop Lane, Golders 

Green, NW11 8BS.  Nearest tube station is Golders Green.  All Welcome! 

 

Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics - Summer School 2018  - Animal Ethics and Law: Creating Positive Change for Animals  - 

22nd - 25th July 2018 at St Stephen’s House, Oxford.  For further details go to: www.oxfordanimalethics.com 

 

 

August 2018 

 

Shambhu’s Vegan Cookery are running a series of Children’s summer holiday cookery classes - Monday 6th - Friday 10th 

August, 10.00am - 12.30pm.  Queensbury Methodist Church, 142 Beverley Drive, Queensbury, Edgeware, Middx, HA8 5ND. 

Suitable for children 8 - 13 years. For further details please go to http://shambhus.co.uk/children-classes/ 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:contact@shambhus.co.uk
mailto:chrisfegancca@gmail.com
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Events 2018 
 

September 2018 
  

Catholic Concern for Animals - Ecumenical Retreat 2018  - Monday 10th September  - Thursday 13th September at Hinsley 

Hall in Leeds.  This three night break offers a relaxing environment for you to enjoy stimulating speakers, the company of like-

minded people and thoughtful liturgies and prayer-times in this peaceful retreat centre, set in four acres of attractive landscaped 

grounds in Leeds.  For further details or to book, contact Irene Casey at irene.casey@talktalk.net ot telephone 01925 657890. 

 

 

November 2018 
 

ASWA - Remembrance Service for Animals in War – Sunday 11th November at the Animals in War Memorial, Park Lane at 

3.00pm.  The service will be led by Rev. Helen Hall and Rev. Prof. Martin Henig, and Pen Farthing from Nowzad Dogs will give 

a brief address.  For further details: www.aswa.org.uk 

  

  

Regular Events 

Pope Francis’ World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation – Every 1st September 

 

World Animal Day – Every 4th October www.worldanimalday.org.uk 

 

Meatless Pledge Day – Every 25 November (Sadhu Vaswani’s birthday).   

 

Meditation for Non-Humans – Every Sunday at 5pm– Quaker Concern for Animals holds an interfaith or no faith meditation for 

named/unnamed non-humans. We hold them all in love and light and send healing.  Details on http://www.quaker-animals.co.uk 

 

Prayer link-up – Every Wednesday at 9.30pm.  Irene Casey has a prayer suggestion sheet: Tel. 01925 657890. 
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A Hymn for the Creatures  

 

By Jon Wynne-Tyson 
 

To be sung to the Gonfalon Royal tune 

 

 

The lamb, the fowl, the lowing herd 

Are mortals of a world we share; 

No loving God bid man deny 

Their portion of the sun and air. 

 

The heartless rule of humankind 

Alone enslaves all life on Earth; 

No loving God bestowed on us 

A levy on another’s birth. 

 

If we in love are to abide 

And justify creation’s plan, 

The power of pity must exalt 

The fragile littleness of man. 

 

The great, the small, the weak, the strong 

Have equal claim to due delights; 

No loving God with just intent 

Bequeathed to man the only rights. 

 

The beast, the bird, the fish, the man 

Were granted life and joy and soul; 

No loving God set one above 

The sacred kinship of the whole. 

 

May we in love with all abide 

To justify creation’s plan; 

This pity’s power shall yet exalt 

The fragile littleness of man. 

 

 

www.animal-interfaith-alliance.com 


