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OUR COVER:

Little Corella by Ann Johnson. Ice Cream, a little corella or bare-eyed cockatoo, lives 
permanently at the Raystede aviaries sanctuary (see P. 8). Ice Cream’s portrait was selected 
from 12,000 entries for this year’s Royal Academy Summer exhibition. Wild Margins, an 
exhibition of Ann’s paintings runs from 3-31 October at 
Claridge House, Lingfield.  Opening times call: 01342 832 
150. http://www.annjohnsonpaintings.net/  

Please send submissions for our Spring 2016 Newsletter, 
subject to space, by the end of January. Send to Ann Johnson 
- ann.john377@btinternet.com

Spacious rabbit hutch with safe garden access at Raystede 
Animal Sanctuary, shows how domestic rabbits should live. 
A stark contrast to the conditions that farmed rabbits in the 
EU endure. (see page 15).

COMMENT

Challenging the trade in exotic pets

The main theme for this issue of our Newsletter is the pet trade in wildlife. We are fortunate 
to have exclusive articles written by experts in their fields, who describe how wild animals, 
including those now bred for the pet trade, enjoy living and working in social groups, often 
of a complex structure. These beings, frequently overlooked when it comes to welfare, 
are capable of joy, playfulness and pleasure in interacting with others of their species. They 
need space and enrichment to engage in these activities. Yet so many end up living alone 
in barren, cramped conditions. It takes little imagination to comprehend the desolation of 
such existences.

Next to habitat destruction, capture of animals for the pet trade is cited as a key reason for 
the decline in many species. The majority of wild-trapped animals die from the stress and 
disease that is associated with every stage of their harrowing journey. Yet most people are 
unaware that it is still legal in Britain to sell wild animals captured from other countries - the 
ones that do not qualify for protected species status.

The Animal Protection Agency (APA) is the UK organisation committed to ceasing the 
trade in wildlife for pets. A large part of their work is to lobby for improved legislation 
to protect animal welfare. Working alongside government agencies and local authorities, 
and by building public support and awareness, they oppose the activities of individuals or 
companies involved in the trade in wild animals as pets and expose the wasteful practices 
and consequences of the wildlife trade. 

In June this year, APA became a member of Eurogroup for Animals, an umbrella organisation 
recognised by the European Parliament and Commission as the leading animal welfare 
organisation working at EU level. The exotic pet trade is a key area of focus for Eurogroup 
and APA is now collaborating with other member organisations with similar aims. APA says: 
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“Wild animals traded as pets have a much lower profile than elephants, rhinos and tigers and 
are less appealing to many than cats and dogs.” This is why our awareness of and support 
for our feathered and scaly fellow species, who continue to suffer in their millions to supply 
an unscrupulous trade, is so vital.  Animal Protection Agency: http://www.apa.org.uk/

Ann Johnson, Eastbourne Meeting

Illustration © Ann Johnson

EXOTIC PETS: THE TRUTH SHALL SET THEM FREE

The more we learn about the biology of reptiles, the more we appreciate how unsuited they are to 
captivity, writes Clifford Warwick.

Around three decades ago, when I wrote the first evidence-based articles on the behavioural 
and psychological sensitivities of reptiles, many - including staunch animal welfarists - 
considered it borderline scientific heresy to bestow such high sentience on animals that 
were then accepted as stoical. Nowadays, hundreds of scientific articles describe, not only 
the great diversity, complexity and high level of behavioural and psychological profiles of 
reptiles, but also the ways that captivity compromises everything from their physical to mental 
needs and typically reduces their life quality to poor at best. So varied and plentiful are the 
captivity-stressors confronting these animals and such are the negative effects of stress, 
that at least 75% of the 1.1 million pet reptiles in UK homes do not survive even one year. 

In brief, the more we learn about the biology of reptiles, the more we appreciate how 
unsuited they are to captivity. For instance, we now know that reptiles engage in play, once 
thought the domain of only a select few ‘advanced’ animals. We have observed reptiles 
navigating mazes and using switches to gain food, rivalling the classical ‘smart’ creatures of 
the animal kingdom. We have learnt that for even minimal reasonable care, reptiles require 
highly enriched naturalistic lives and lots of space as their natural home ranges are typically 
measured in hundreds of metres to many kilometres. All this (or rather the absence of it) 
makes existence in a diminutive vivarium more like life in prison on death row - the end 
result of a whim-fuelled exercise in owning a piece of wildlife.
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Indeed, a world leader in reptile biology and behaviour, Professor Gordon Burghardt, recently 
stated: “…no captive environments can ever hope to fully simulate or mimic those lived in by wild 
animals, even the smallest and most sedentary species.  All we can really do in zoos and aquariums 
is to work within the parameters of controlled deprivation.” All along it was a lack of human, not 
reptilian, awareness that caused these animals to lose out on the compassion and empathy 
traditionally reserved for warm-blooded species.

Social stress
In fact, increasing data reveals that fish also share our established definitions of sensitivities 
and sentience, from pain to psychological needs. They too suffer social stress in confined 
spaces and grieve for a lost companion. Invertebrates are also being shown to require 
essentially comparable considerations to ‘higher’ animals. Basically, when it comes to studying 
the physical and mental factors of all animals, the more we look, the more we find.

Unfortunately, whilst the mind sets of informed scientists and veterinarians have evolved, 
those of most people who trade and keep these animals have not. This has resulted in regularly 
false and misleading claims by both the trade and ‘hobbyist’ community, that reptiles and many 
others make ‘low-demand’ and ‘easy to keep’ pets. Such nonsense, whether ill-informed or 
callously calculated, sells a lot of essentially unwilling wild animals to unsuspecting people, 
and inevitably sells a lot of reptiles fatally down the river.

And it’s not just reptiles. The UK alone imports a staggering 40 million pet fish annually, of 
which over 90% are deceased within 12 months. Look a little deeper into the murky waters 
of the fish trade and you’ll find that in many cases capture and storage mortalities approach 
100% presale. A recent scientific study of morbidity and mortality among mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians and invertebrates in the wholesale sector found 80% of animals to be sick and a 
combined mortality rate of over 70% in just six weeks – a catastrophic disease and death-
rate defended as ‘standard’ for the pet industry.

These major welfare disasters are compounded by deteriorating species conservation issues 
as one-fifth of the world’s multibillion-dollar wildlife trade (of which 25-44% is thought to 
be illegal) is driven by the exotic pet business. Unwanted ‘wild’ pets also become discarded 
locally and form invasive alien species, which cost hefty sums of euros each year to control. 
Humans are also falling victim to injuries and diseases from their wild curiosities. For example, 
in the UK there are an estimated 5,600 cases of reptile-related salmonellosis in people, 
and a new study shows that among children under five who are hospitalised for salmonella 
infections 27% were caused by pet reptiles alone.

The science to support a complete ban on exotic pet trading is overwhelming. The public 
supports greater control measures, parliamentarians are frequently keen to push for 
restrictions, and government ministers are often genuinely sympathetic. How then has this 
catalogue of harm come about and why has it persisted for so long?

Financial greed
Clearly, the financial greed of animal dealers and trade promoters accounts for the historical 
and inherent excesses – not that any trade is morally or scientifically justifiable. And also 
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clearly, fad-fickle and largely ignorant consumers must bear their responsibility for grasping 
at wildlife to cage and to adorn their bookcases or bedroom tables. But the real reason why 
any and all parts of the wildlife trade exist can be summed up in two words: ‘civil servants’. 

All too often, government officers become the resident regulators of trade and commonly 
these officials even breach policy on evidence-based decision-making in order to 
accommodate almost any, no matter how daft, proposal to prop up the wild pet industry. 
In my long experience, our own ‘competent authority’, DEFRA, is one of the world’s worst 
at protecting exotic species from the frivolities of pet keeping and for mollycoddling trade 
groups and their vacant claims.

Without this incestuous assistance, the exotic pet industry would rapidly collapse, millions of 
animals would be spared unnecessary suffering and death, our environment would be safer, 
species would be left alone, people would avoid widespread sickness and, despite hyped-up 
claims on the economic contribution from selling animals, our country would possibly be 
financially better off. Fortunately, the old way of allowing nature to be sold at will is slowly 
reversing with the adoption of so-called ‘positive lists’, which state that no animal can be 
traded until independently approved – a way forward which has the interest of one-third 
of the Member States of Europe. 

To me there is an all but invisible line between the practices of people trafficking and much 
of the currently legal business of animal trading; both are popular amongst certain fraternities 
and both are worthy of derision. I am confident that, as human enlightenment continues 
forward, society will inevitably leave behind those whose hands have clasped at wildlife for 
unsavoury and indulgent reasons of profit or fun, and who will in time come to be thought 
of as yet another conglomeration of animal abusers that we could well have done without.

Clifford Warwick PGDipMedSci CBiol CSci EurProBiol FOCAE FSB is a biologist and 
medical scientist.

Further information:
One Kind: http://www.onekind.org/
Animal Protection Agency: http://www.apa.org.uk/
PETA: http://www.peta.org.uk/

Lizards at a Doncaster reptile market: 
Animal Protection Agency

HOPE FOR A WILD FUTURE

There are about 5,000 privately owned primates in the UK. Most are born and bred in the UK for 
a trade which has serious conservation as well as welfare implications – yet it is still legal. Rachel 
Hevesi, director of the Wild Futures primate conservation charity, explains why keeping primates 
as pets is so wrong.

Non-human primates have fascinated humans for millennia. Origin myths, attempts to tame 
or train, academic studies, subjects of literature and film - we have sought and continue to 
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seek an understanding of our evolutionary cousins. It is not difficult to see why monkeys and 
apes hold our fascination. A young child immediately recognises the similar face and hands 
and assumes the individual will also have feelings in common. Our scientific knowledge of 
non-human primate societies now shows this intuitive understanding to be correct; primates 
are not only physiologically similar to us, their psychological and emotional make-up has 
much in common as well. They can feel pain, grief, sadness, joy, envy and empathy. 

Jane Goodall’s pioneering work illustrated how chimpanzees share many of our vices and 
virtues. Recently, Frans de Waal has written convincingly of how empathetic behaviour is 
not an easily shed human virtue, but an ancient part of our biology, with beginnings that 
can be traced back beyond our primate cousins. Our ability to cooperate and empathise 
is extraordinary and a major contributor in our success as a species, but it is not unique. 

Wild Futures, the primate conservation and welfare charity, believes in the intrinsic value 
of all species, not just those that share common traits with humanity. But recognising what 
we do have in common, highlights the scale of suffering endured by primates caught up in, 
for example, the primate pet trade. This is a particular focus for Wild Futures as our flagship 
project in the UK is The Monkey Sanctuary, in Cornwall, a home for primates rescued from 
the pet and entertainment industries. There are about 5,000 privately owned primates in 
the UK, including marmosets, lemurs and capuchins. Most are born and bred in the UK for 
a trade, which has serious conservation as well as welfare implications. 

The trade is legal in the UK and conservationists in habitat countries, where the primates 
originate, believe that knowledge of this encourages illegal trade from the wild. At the very 
least, it makes educational work difficult when the messengers, often foreign NGOs, can be 
accused of hypocrisy and not having their own house in order. Scientific studies in the US 
also show that associating primates with people, for example as ‘actors’ in films or adverts, 
creates a perception that species are not endangered and therefore lessens a concern for 
conservation. In fact, over 50% of primates are threatened with extinction.

Psychological problems

However, the welfare implications of the primate pet trade are more immediate and obvious. 
All the individuals rescued from the pet trade and now cared for by the Wild Futures 
Monkey Sanctuary, arrived with physiological and/or psychological problems. The majority 
have been rescued from lives of trauma, social and physical deprivation. The symptoms they 
display are similar to those of the psychological pathology in humans who have suffered 
similar deprivation. The monkeys may rock back and forth, pace or show other repetitive 
behaviours. They may self-harm, comfort eat or react inappropriately to social approaches 
by others. They have diabetes, tooth and gum disease and metabolic bone disease. 

These monkeys have commonly been taken from their mothers as infants, are hand-reared 
away from their own kind, then are sold into socially isolated situations with inappropriate 
housing and diet. Most owners believe that they love their ‘pet’ but are ignorant of their true 
needs. Primates are wild animals that have never been domesticated. Domestication involves 
a genetic change, not just habituation, and is essential to the ability of companion animals 
such as cats and dogs to adapt to a life alongside humans. Education is key to preventing 



8

the suffering of primates in the pet trade but Wild Futures believes that only a change in 
legislation can end the trade. The charity’s campaign to convince the government of this 
need for change is supported by all UK major animal welfare organisations.

These often highly intelligent animals have complex social structures and evolved for a life in 
a challenging and complex environment. Captive studies show that capuchins, for example, 
prefer to receive a reward that they can share with another of their own species, rather 
than one that is only for themselves. In the wild they hunt together and share out the spoils. 
At the Wild Futures Sanctuary, we have seen a newly arrived capuchin offer a high value 
treat (nuts in their shells) to high-ranking monkeys as an apparent attempt to be accepted 
into the group.  

Joey, a wild born capuchin, who lived for nine years in a small cage in a London flat, was in a 
near catatonic state, reminiscent of the Romanian orphans who fell victim to an ideological 
experiment of the 20th century. His rocking behaviour practically mirrored that of the 
children. What is extraordinary about Joey, is his recovery. With time, care, and, essentially, 
the company of primates of their own kind, so many of the damaged individuals do make 
a considerable recovery. When given the opportunity, these primates are able to recover 
their innate empathy, to receive comfort and heal each other.

There are so many primates in the UK that need sanctuary. Wild Futures is therefore seeking 
a second site to expand its work. Meanwhile £60,000 is urgently needed to build facilities for 
marmosets, one of the smallest victims of the pet trade. If you can help, please visit http://
www.wildfutures.org/ or email giving@wildfutures.org Thank you.

  

Wild-born 
Joey, now living at Wild 
Futures, spent nine years 
in this small, barren cage.

CUTE AND CUDDLY – BUT STILL WILD

Primates and other wild animals, particularly young ones, that we see in films, video clips or 
photographs are often taken from their mothers just days after birth. This causes enormous 
stress and confusion (orangutans would naturally remain with their mothers for many years). 
While being trained, they are typically subjected to isolation and abuse, denied companionship 
with others of their own kind and have their teeth removed to make them safer to work 
with, giving the false image that they are cuddly and pliable animals. Frequently they are filmed 
playing with domestic animals, reinforcing the idea that they make domestic pets. Rescue 
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centres worldwide are full of psychologically and physically damaged monkeys that have been 
used in entertainment or kept as pets. Portraying any species of wild animal as cute, funny 
and easily handled sends the wrong message and serves to promote the trade in primates as 
pets. It is also proven to diminish concern for primate conservation in the wild, undermining 
the hard work of organizations, such as Wild Futures, in seeking to protect primates.

GREGARIOUS, SOCIAL AND SENSITIVE

Although it is illegal to import parrots from the wild into the EU, globally it is still a very lucrative 
trade. It is a way of putting food on the table of a poor family or of making a small fortune for 
the middleman with a contact who wants a desirable, if not rare, species. Where there is money 
to be made, there will always be a pet bird trade. By Sarah Gorringe, head of aviaries at the 
Raystede sanctuary in East Sussex.

Not only is this trade a significant factor in the depletion of different species in the wild, these 
birds also have to contend with predators, deforestation, human population growth and the 
spread of agriculture. It’s a dream of mine to see these parrots in their natural habitat - a part 
of ecotourism perhaps but one way of ensuring some of these birds will remain in the wild.

I console myself in a small way by seeing the rescue parrots here, at Raystede, having some 
kind of natural existence - or as close as we can offer.  But sanctuary is not the answer. 
Globally we are just not dealing enough with the bigger environmental problem. What we 
do have here at Raystede is the chance to guide, advise and educate visitors and supporters 
about the main pitfalls of keeping companion parrots as pets, having had so many people 
come to us for help over the years.

Generally in captivity, many parrots’ needs won’t be met, even partially. This results in 
behavioural issues, such as aggression, self-destructive tendencies, fear displays and poor 
physical health.

One can only try to ensure that visitors are better equipped to make a decision about 
purchasing a bird, rather than go ahead without having researched the species and considered 
every aspect beforehand. A parrot can live for many decades, which demands a lifelong 
commitment. Because of this, many will have more than one home in their lifetime. These 
changes and milestones only add to daily struggles for a sensitive bird.

Most parrot species are gregarious and social and live in their flocks or in pairs. In the wild, 
these birds would spend 50 per cent of their day foraging for food and water and moving 
from one site to another in pairs, or as a flock. Some birds keep sentinels as ‘look outs’ 
to protect the others from predators whilst feeding. The remaining time is spent preening 
self and mate, repairing feathers and keeping in tip top condition, socialising, resting and 
roosting - an ever-changing tapestry of events to keep mind and body active. Parrots are 
mainly monogamous and the larger species are more likely to pair for life. The pair bond is 
constantly reinforced by preening and feeding each other.

Domestication does not come easily, as most parrots are one or two generations away from 
the wild. They retain many natural instincts and, although birds do adapt to a degree, they 
find the restrictions of captivity damaging. Some birds sadly never experience flying in their 
lifetime, let alone meet any other natural requirements. Wherever possible at Raystede we 
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provide companionship, stimulation and a changing aviary 
enrichment in seeking to mimic something of the natural 
environment. We endeavour continually to develop our 
understanding of the beautiful and intelligent beings in our 
care and to learn from other sources, especially where 
there are legislative developments in Europe. In Austria, for 
example, it is not acceptable to purchase a bird through free 
ads or over the internet. Raystede Centre for Animal 
Welfare - http://www.raystede.org/

Raystede resident, Edwina, previously 
‘worked’ in the entertainment business

MOBILE ZOOS – NO FUN FOR THE ANIMALS

If you are a parent or a teacher who would like your children to develop empathy with 
other living creatures, you may be thinking about booking a mobile petting zoo or other 
live animal encounter. However, unlike zoos, anyone can set up a mobile zoo without little, 
if any, scrutiny.

Research carried out in 2013 by The Captive Animal Protection Society (CAPS), 
showed that around 160 businesses were operating in the UK as mobile petting zoos, 
involving the use of thousands of animals of a number of different species. Up to 66% of 
these petting zoos appeared to be operating illegally, since they had failed to register with 
their local councils - something, until recently, required by law. Despite the fact that some 
of the animals used in mobile petting zoos are the same species as those held in zoos, no 
inspections are carried out and no licences are required. 

Now CAPS has launched a campaign to challenge the mobile zoo industry in the UK and 
beyond. Their parallel aim is to encourage respect for wild animals through an honest 
understanding of their ways and needs. Their dedicated website - mobilezoo.org.uk - provides 
information about the welfare of animals in mobile zoos, conditions in which many of them 
are kept, possible risks of disease transmission and injury and what people can do to help 
the animals. To further support the education of young people, the site features educational 
packs and ideas for animal friendly alternatives. 

Of special interest are the splendid So What? teaching packs: ‘The mountain gorilla’s habitat is 
being encroached upon by an ever-increasing human population! So What? The tiger is being 
hunted to supply high value products such as skins, bones, tonics and meat! So What? The 
lion’s dwindling habitat has led to most of its populations becoming too small and isolated 
from one another! So What?’

Saving Our World’s Habitats and Animals Together is the UK-based educational 
website that aims to bring wildlife conservation into the classroom. Its purpose is to 
encourage more schools and teachers to run So What? clubs, or challenge their students 
to complete a So What? conservation research topic, all in order to help young people 
to learn more about the conservation of some of the world’s most threatened animals. 
Curriculum-based and suitable for children aged 7-11, the packs can be used by teachers 
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and group leaders as an animal-friendly alternative to booking a live animal event. Thanks to 
So What UK, CAPS is able to offer these teaching packs free of charge. Further details: 
http://mobilezoo.org.uk/

POETRY

At the bird feeder

We’ve cut the laurel back 
to make it less easy 

but before that
I watched the rat

climb up through 
the bayleaf branches
and tightrope across 
the thin rail to where 
the birds’ peanuts hang.

One whiskery snout
first pushed out among the foliage
(I by the window put down my book)
then the keen-eyed look took in the task
and the rat made its quickwitted clownish crossing
not without risk but with reward.

Common brown rat, pink-eared and pink-footed, 
deft and dedicated to the art of food.

I watched on, complicit, and not without 
love for this distant cousin who knows
an opportunity when he sees it
and who can blame him for that?

© Fiona Owen
www.rhwng.com

Fiona writes:  This poem, from my new collection of poems, The Green Gate, seemed to 
write itself while I sat at the window watching a very smart rat use all its skills. I experienced 
such a sense of kinship with the rat, but it felt somewhat ‘illicit’ because, of course, rats are 
seen as ‘vermin’. All the same, when love comes, it comes. 

In terms of my writing process, I picture each poem as being not unlike a molehill, a bump on 
the surface of ground that reveals underground digging and tunnelling activity! While writing, 
there is a sense of working ‘in the dark’ to some extent, in that I can’t necessarily see where 
I am going to end up until I’ve arrived there. But certainly, as the late Ted Hughes – poet of 
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umpteen memorable animals poems - famously said, in his potent little book Poetry in the 
Making, if you “keep your whole being on the thing you are turning into words, without 
flinching or worrying about the words, then you will look back and see you have captured 
a spirit, a creature”. Whether we write or not, it is, perhaps, the act of paying attention 
that is primary and transformative, that can bring us into relationship with the being of an 
‘other’ – and this is something that readers of this newsletter will, I am sure, know all about. 

The Green Gate, Cinnamon Press
Cover image of The Green Gate by Ann Johnson 
Ted Hughes, 1967, Poetry in the Making, London, Faber and Faber, pp.18-19 
Fiona is a member of Holyhead Meeting

SMALL BEINGS THAT RUN OUR PLANET

In the UK, there are roughly around 40,000 different types of invertebrate - an incredible figure. 
Unfortunately for these bugs, many of which are endangered, the experts who study them are 
endangered too. With the number of bugs and lack of experts we still have a poor understanding 
of the needs and requirements of many invertebrates, writes Emma Chapman of Buglife.

Invertebrates do more for us than we know. They are earth’s life support system and 
hold the key to earth’s survival. To put their value into perspective, this is what Sir David 
Attenborough has to say: ‘If we and the rest of the back-boned animals were to disappear 
overnight, the rest of the world would get on pretty well. But if the invertebrates were to disappear, 
the world’s ecosystems would collapse.’ 
Invertebrates are responsible for performing many necessities in the natural world. To name 
just a few, eating pest bugs, cleaning water and breaking down dead organic matter which 
then releases essential nutrients. They are also food for much of our other wildlife. 
One of the most important roles that insects play is that of pollination. Pollinating insects 
include solitary bees, honeybees, bumblebees, hoverflies, wasps, butterflies, moths and beetles. 
Without the ability to transfer pollen from one flower to another, flowers would not be 
able to set seed and give us the essential crops the world relies on for food. 
Over one third of all food is pollinated by insects and this includes fruit, vegetables, nuts, 
chocolate and oilseed rape. Insect pollinated crops are particularly important in developing 
countries as they provide crucial calories and nutrients essential for development and 
wellbeing. Without pollinating insects, our food resources would deplete drastically, and 
our health would be affected.
As well as the tangible benefits, bugs have a lot more to offer. They are beautiful, inspiring 
creatures which enable us to connect with nature and the world around us. They should be 
treated fairly and equally to all other life forms as everything has a right to a life, however 
big or small it may be. Many species are in decline and a number of species are now extinct.

*  Almost a third of all bees and wasps are under threat 
*  Over 70% of butterflies are declining significantly
*  At least 15% of all UK invertebrates are declining in numbers, meaning roughly 4,500 
species are under threat
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Each species has a critically important role to play in the web of life and, once lost, it can 
never be replaced.
The lives of invertebrates vary - some live for a few days, some for years. Some, such as the 
New forest cicada, will stay in the soil for 6-10 years as a juvenile, but only live for a month 
once they are an adult.

Family groups

Just like humans, some bugs are social creatures that come together to create family groups. 
Ants are one of the best examples of this. They have a very strong family bond and structured 
social hierarchy in which different individuals specialise in different roles. Ant colonies consist 
of the queen, female-only workers and short-lived males. The Queen is the only one in the 
colony who lays eggs, and the workers are split up into different roles. Soldiers patrol the 
colony, protecting it from attack, Foragers build nests and forage for food and Nurses take 
care of the young. 

We can help make life a lot better for bugs through the way we manage our gardens. A few 
ways in which we can help are:

*  Planting wildflowers and other flowers full of nectar and pollen
*  Creating mini wildflower meadows
*  Allowing grass to grow rather than keeping it short 
*  Incorporating bug homes or hotels into our gardens, which provide refuge for all kinds  
   of invertebrates     and other wildlife
*  Composting

Buglife, The Invertebrate Conservation Trust, is a small charity on a big mission. Buglife 
recognises the true value of invertebrates to our planet. and that to knowingly cause the 
extinction of a species, no matter how small, is morally wrong. It is the only charity in 
Europe devoted to the conservation of all invertebrates. 

For information on how to manage your garden for bugs and other ways to help 
invertebrates, https://www.buglife.org.uk/

RECONNECTING OUR IMAGINATION WITH NATURE
A QCA member recommends the Zoomorphic online magazine “dedicated to writing 
that deepens our connection with wildlife and the more-than-human world.” In the past 50 
years, one in two of the earth’s wild creatures have been lost due to habitat erasure, global 
warming, poaching and farming practices. Zoomorphic warns that a result of this is we are 
losing our connection with the non-human beings with which we have shared the planet 
for the whole of our species history. These are creatures that have not only provided us 
with food and materials but have inspired our cultures with stories, metaphors, images and 
mythologies, nourishing and deepening all human experience. Zoomorphic says that, to 
defend non-human species, we must reconnect our imaginations to them. 

Online issues feature creative reconnections: short yet in-depth prose, poetry and art works. 
It also produces an annual, hard back, printed anthology of the best work published on the 
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site. “It is our aim over time to become an established indie publisher of printed and e-book 
non-fiction, fiction and poetry titles celebrating animals.” http://zoomorphic.net/

“We are now at a juncture where continuing decline would lead to our children no longer sharing 
the earth with polar bears or orangutans. On a more local scale they will not see the flight of 

lapwings or witness the migrations of wild salmon.” - zoomorphic

  Jewelled spider’s web 
© Ann Johnson

PROFILE

Animal Machines, 50 years on 

‘If one person is unkind to an animal it is considered to be cruelty, but where a lot of people are 
unkind to a lot of animals, especially in the name of commerce, the cruelty is condoned and, once 
large sums of money are at stake, will be defended to the last by otherwise intelligent people.’ 
Thom Bonneville re-visits the ground-breaking work of Ruth Harrison.

The single most significant person in the struggle to expose the realities of the most egregious 
and widespread system of animal exploitation and abuse in history – that of the intensive 
rearing of animals for human consumption in America and Europe in the post-war era, aka 
factory farming – was born in London in 1920 and died there eighty years later. 

She was a Quaker and her name was Ruth Harrison. Chances are that you have never heard 
of her. That may be in spite of the fact that, as a reader of this newsletter, you are keenly 
interested in animal welfare - and very likely a Quaker. What can account for this puzzling 
oversight? It’s a question I’ve been asking myself since I first encountered her two years ago, 
in Colin Spencer’s 1993 history of vegetarianism, The Heretic’s Feast:

‘In 1960, Ruth Harrison, a Quaker, received through the post a leaflet on veal production; she had 
been a vegetarian all her life and her first reaction was to think that any facet of the meat trade 
was nothing to do with her so she put it aside. But “in doing nothing I was allowing it to happen”, 
so she sent the leaflet to every Friends meeting in the country; she received only twenty replies. 



15

All but two said there was enough suffering among humans without getting involved in animals. 
A Friend then advised her that if she were going to campaign about animal rights she must learn 
about animal suffering.’

What followed was a period of extensive research – visiting farms, studying scientific 
publications and trade journals, interviewing farmers, industry representatives and experts; 
it culminated in the publication of Animal Machines in 1964, with a foreword by Rachel 
Carson, the publication of whose Silent Spring had made her (Carson) a household name 
only two years earlier.

Writing at a time in which the basics of farmed animal existence under The New Factory 
Farming Industry (her subtitle) were all but unknown, Ruth took her readers inside for a close 
look at how ‘broiler’ and ‘layer’ chickens were now really faring – their living conditions, 
the diseases they were exposed to, and the deaths they suffered in the packing station. 
She examined the lot of veal calves, beef calves, rabbits and pigs, using photographs from 
newspapers and trade journals and supplemented with photos taken by her husband, Dex.

In the course of her investigation, she raised questions that remain prominent in the debate 
today. But the main picture that emerges is of the continual drive to replace traditional 
stockmanship practices with automated, high volume ones in the interest of increased profits. 
The latter rarely turn out to be as efficient as was hoped and must in turn be bolstered by 
some kind of subsidy, ultimately delivering a product of lower quality – whether in terms of 
nutrition or taste – to a misinformed consumer whose expectations have been manipulated 
and who has been willfully kept ignorant of the means of production. Whichever area of 
husbandry is explored, this same pattern can usually be found and of course it’s the farmed 
animals – drugged, denatured, living ever more confined and truncated lives – that pay the 
highest price.

First and foremost, Animal Machines’s importance lies in its ‘breaking the story’ and in such a 
way that it was impossible to ignore. Although all but forgotten today, it proved a sensation 
on publication. Serialised in a major London newspaper and translated into seven languages, it 
seemed to tap into a deep but unarticulated national anxiety about what exactly was on our 
plates and what was happening on our farms. Philosopher and scientist Bernard Rollin puts it 
thus: “I was in Britain as a young student in 1964 when Animal Machines was published. At no 
other point in my career have I seen a single book on its own so electrify a whole society”.

Animal Machines did not simply reveal this crisis to an appalled and suddenly galvanised 
public, it also pointed ways forward. This timeline may demonstrate something like the 
scope of her influence:

● 1964 – publication of Animal Machines.
● 1965 – The Brambell Committee – appointed by the British government primarily 

in response to Animal Machines – publishes its ‘Report of the Technical Committee 
to Enquire into the Welfare of Animals kept under Intensive Livestock Husbandry 
Systems’. 

● 1966 – The Brambell Report begets the Farm Animal Welfare Advisory Committee 
(today called the Farm Animal Welfare Council). Ruth Harrison serves on the 
Committee/Council until the age of 70.
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● 1967 – Ruth Harrison founds the Farm Animal Care Trust.
● 1968 – The Agriculture Act puts into effect key recommendations of the Brambell 

Report.
● 1970 – Oxford graduate student Peter Singer reads Animal Machines
● 1971 – The Oxford group’s Animals, Men and Morals is published, with opening 

essay by Ruth Harrison
● 1976 – Ruth Harrison’s work with the WSPA leads to the adoption of the European 

Convention for the Protection of Animals kept for Farming Purposes.
● 1986 – receives OBE.
● 1990 – veal crates illegal in UK
● 1999 – sow stalls banned in Britain
● 2000 – receives the RSCPA’s Richard Martin award.
● 2006 – Animal Welfare Act
● 2007 – veal crates illegal in Europe
● 2012 – barren battery cages banned in Europe
● 2013- Biodiversity Institute of Oxford: two-day conference celebrates Silent Spring 

and Animal Machines.

Here is a Quaker who achieved striking results in what seems to me a classically Quaker 
fashion. Dogged in her determination to see justice done and extraordinarily pragmatic, she 
never compromised her adherence to empirical rigour or her basic respect for the persons 
on the other side of the argument. You’d have thought that at least amongst Friends she’d 
enjoy a greater reputation. 

Then again, if Quakers have mostly forgotten about animals as moral subjects, why should 
we be surprised that we’ve forgotten Ruth Harrison?

Thom Bonneville, Muswell Hill Meeting

Veal Calf

I have no need to see the brazen light
I only sense the confines of a wooden crate
All that counts is flesh should stay the purest white
I have no need to see the brazen light
My eyes would find it harsh, its glare too bright
Colours could confuse and shapes engender hate
I have no need to see the brazen light
It’s best to only sense the confines of my crate.

Victoria Field
http://thepoetrypractice.co.uk/
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Factory Farming

JUST ANOTHER MACHINE?

Today around two in every three farm animals are factory farmed. That is over 50 billion 
every year. Compassion in World Farming’s biggest current campaign is ‘End the Cage 
Age’ which highlights the suffering of farmed rabbits, among other caged animals and birds. 

Through the summer of 2014, Compassion’s Investigation Unit operated undercover in 16 
separate rabbit farms throughout Italy, Greece, Czech Republic, Poland and Cyprus. They 
documented rabbits confined to tiny cages of bare wire, causing injuries and stress, and 
leaving them unable to express their natural behaviours of hopping, moving freely, digging or 
hiding. In many farms the cages were coated in the fur of rabbits that had died. In some cases 
dead rabbits had been left to rot outside sheds in digger trucks, in the walkways between 
cage rows, on top of the cages or in the cages with other young rabbits. Antibiotics were 
routinely used just to keep the animals alive.

Underneath the cages, there were mounds of faeces that in some farms generated 
overpowering ammonia smells making it hard to breathe. In one farm our investigator had 
to wade through the waste just to check on the rabbits’ welfare. The Investigation Unit 
filmed does, still nursing their kits, being grabbed from cages to be artificially inseminated 
as farmers planned their next pregnancy. These swift and brutal moments were the only 
times they ever left their cages during the two-year production cycle.

Since Compassion’s initial undercover work on Europe’s rabbit farms in 2012, real progress 
has been made in identifying humane alternatives to barren cages. But, sadly, this wide-ranging 
investigation revealed just how far from humane most of Europe’s rabbit farms are right now. 
A petition to the European Parliament and all 28 European Agriculture Ministers to end the 
use of cages in rabbit farming can be found on: http://www.ciwf.org.uk/ 

Thanks to the relentless work of campaigning groups, situations do change. At Milan Expo 
In July, Compassion was able to award the very first Good Rabbit Awards at their Good 

Greek Rabbit Investigation: One rabbit had escaped the cages, but instead was trapped on 
the floor of the shed without access to food or water. © Compassion in World Farming
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Farm Animal Welfare Awards. These serve to recognise market-leading food companies 
for policies or commitments resulting in positive impacts on farm animal welfare across 
their supply chains.

Working for peace and social justice
Chief executive of Compassion in World Farming, Philip Lymbery, has been awarded the 
International Golden Dove for Peace, for his book Farmageddon relating the organisation’s 
biggest ever global investigation into factory farming. The award is the journalistic prize that 
recognises those who work for peace and social justice in the world. Lymbery received the 
Golden Dove in recognition of decades of work, fighting against intensive farming and its 
detrimental impact on human health, our planet and farm animal welfare. Compassion in 
World Farming: http://www.ciwf.org.uk/

POETRY

Writing among Animals
Here we are, plus one horse. Time slows.
I’m glad the far ring of hills is holding us.
                             .
Clouds shape thoughts for this breath only.
Cows turn to graze on our strange behaviour.
                             .
How could our words come close enough
to sound what wells in their kind eyes?
                             .
They don’t mind us. Their gut makes milk
of any news they get from a green page.
                             .
Sheep far off cry their lives. We strangers
share the field with them. I love this place.

Paul Matthews
http://www.paulmatthewspoetry.co.uk/   

Joy at Turnout II at Longleys Farm 
© Veronica van Eijk

Veronica van Eijk’s studio overlooks the Pevensey Levels near Hailsham and the organic 
dairy farm of Hook & Son. The herd is small and quite tame. Veronica observes the cows 
with a sketch book or camera to record their “wonderful personalities”. Hook & Son 
manage a dairy herd that is sustainable, caring for the wildlife and environment. The farm 
achieved Soil Association certification in 2000, meaning there is no use of any chemicals or 
routine antibiotics. 
Veronica van Eijk - http://www.vaneijkarts.com/
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REMEMBRANCE

Cecil: the legacy 

“Until the lion has its praise singer, the tale of the hunt will only be told by the hunter”
Maasai Proverb
The killing in July of Cecil, a 13-year old lion, by Walter James Palmer, awakened the world 
not only to the plight of African lions but all other wild animals, through being hunted in 
the wild, intensively farmed to be killed in the ‘canned’ hunting business, losing habitat and 

the ensuing conflicts with human animals. 
QCA members were first alerted to canned 
hunting at our 2015 AGM by Dominic Dyer, 
CEO of the Badger Trust and policy advisor 
to Born Free. 

Interviewed on television and radio after 
Cecil’s death, Dominic explained that positive 
developments would arise from the tragedy: 
“People are now waking up to this situation 
In the US there’s a move to listing lions to 
most endangered species status and it would 
help if all trophies were not allowed into 

the US from African countries.” Three US airlines – American Airlines, Delta and United - 
have now banned the transport of lion, leopard, elephant, rhino or buffalo killed by trophy 
hunters. Earlier this year, Emirates Airlines stopped carrying hunting trophies of elephants, 
rhinos, lions and tigers.

Botswana has confirmed a nationwide ban on trophy hunting and the Australian government 
has banned the import and export of hunting ‘trophies’ made from the body parts of lions. 
Meanwhile, China, criticised for fuelling the trade in elephant ivory and rhino horn, has 
pledged £1m for equipment to curb poaching in Zimbabwe. Numerous petitions against 
hunting wild animals and transportation of trophies continue to circulate the internet.  What 
made Cecil special was he was so well known, not least through being studied by the WIldlife 
Conservation Research Unit (WildCRU) at Oxford University, founded by Professor David 
Macdonald. Cecil was wearing a GPS tracking collar when he was killed which the hunters 
tried unsuccessfully to destroy. Since his murder, donations to WildCRU have reached 
more than £550,000 as people across the world continue to contribute to the Unit’s big 
cat research work, which may now be extended beyond Zimbabwe. 

Donations help the purchase of satellite tracking collars and field vehicles, the training of 
young Zimbabwean conservationists and the £20,000 annual cost to keep anti-poaching 
teams in the field. Professor Macdonald said: “The modern world is a hostile place for 
large carnivores like lions. It will take all our ingenuity and determination to secure their 
conservation alongside the development of local communities. I believe that worldwide 
engagement with Cecil’s story transcends the tragic fate of one lion, and sends a signal that 
people care about conservation and want it to be reflected in how humanity lives alongside 
nature in the 21st Century. Wildlife Conservation Research Unit: wildcru.org

Photograph: WildCRU/Andrew Loveridge
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ACTION AGAINST CANNED HUNTING
South African animal advocacy organisation Campaign Against Canned Hunting (CACH) 
has been selected as a finalist in the World Responsible Tourism Awards 2015. The winners 
will be announced in November.

CACH challenges all sources of income from the hunting trade. For example, farmed 
cubs are taken from their mothers when only a few days old, then used to generate 
income through ‘cub petting’. Thousands of tourists visit facilities to cuddle and have their 
photographs taken with ‘cute lion babies’. Lion breeders use volunteers to look after cubs 
and hand rear them. CACH has exposed how volunteers from around the world pay 
‘extortionate fees’ to work at lion farms, believing they are assisting in conservation and 
that these animals will be reintroduced back to a natural life.
CACH: http://www.cannedlion.org/

THE DARK WORLD OF CAPTIVE BREEDING
Just over four years ago Pippa Hankinson visited a private lion breeding farm where she 
found approximately 80 lions in small enclosures, many visibly inbred and clearly stressed.  
Today the Blood Lions team implements a programme to bring an end to canned hunting 
and the exploitative breeding of lions and other predators on farms across South Africa, 
aimed at the general public, government (both local and international) and provincial 
decision-makers, the scientific and conservation community (NGOs) the tourism industry 
and professional hunting bodies.

To further raise awareness, Pippa assembled a committed team of professionals and individuals 
to make the Blood Lions film documentary. It follows environmental journalist and safari 
operator Ian Michler, and Rick Swazey, an American hunter, on their mission to uncover 
the realities of the multi-million dollar breeding and canned lion hunting industries in South 
Africa. The film relates how, in 2014, more than 800 captive lions were shot in South Africa. 

It reveals, not only how lucrative it is to breed lions but how the authorities, professional 
hunting and tourism bodies are complicit in allowing the industry to flourish. Blood Lions 
is a call to action; the website shows how to get involved in a global campaign to stop lions 
being bred for the bullet: http://www.bloodlions.org/

“Only one good thing comes out of this – thousands of people have read the story and 
have also been shocked. Their eyes opened to the dark side of human nature. Surely 

they will now be more prepared to fight for the protection of wild animals and the wild 
places where they live. Therein lies the hope.”  Jane Goodall

CELEBRATION, REMEMBRANCE AND RESPECT
Celebrations are in order. It is twenty-one years since a little bundle of fur named Biz, adopted 
Ann and I as her companions. Our close unit has been threatened only once in these years 
and that was when stray Tessie was added to our number. Cherished by Ann but welcomed 
by neither Biz nor I initially, gradually we all learned to rub-along pretty well, and with the 
reservation that Biz would keep the No. 1 spot in my heart.
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When, 12 years later, Tessie’s life ended, it came as something of a shock to realize just how 
much I missed her. At first-hand, I was experiencing what I had observed so often in my 
professional NHS role as a hospital chaplain, that the loss of a non-human animal companion 
provokes a grief, no-less powerful and potentially destabilizing, than that experienced at the 
loss of loved human others.

These thoughts were revived by an enquiry addressed to the QCA Google group earlier 
this year. The enquirer asked, was it appropriate to hold a Memorial Meeting (QF&P: 17.10) 
as a way of remembering a canine companion, Petal, who was regularly present with her 
human companion MaryFaith at Meeting for Worship? The QCA group responded positively 
and clearly the Bolton Meeting supported the idea as it was reported that 16 Friends and 
Attenders shared a memorable occasion, together with a further eight visitors. 

Reflecting on this incident, I began to wonder how best to show respect for and to celebrate 
the on-going contribution of Jenny a golden retriever, in our Eastbourne Meeting. Each 
week, Jenny welcomes Friends and visitors, young and old alike, as she lies quietly beside 
our treasurer Lis, throughout Meeting for worship.

Seeking to set this concern in a wider theological context I turned to a chapter entitled 
The Animals We Write On: Encountering Animals in Texts in Drummond-Deane & Clough’s book 
Creaturely Theology. This essay, contributed by Rachel Muers who is both a respected Quaker 
and an academic theologian, notes that, “When we look at the Dead Sea Scrolls… we focus on 
the text and not on the animals’ skins. We do not see the dead animals; we see a writing surface.” 
(p.138) Expanding on this theme, Rachel concludes “For multiple reasons, therefore, including 
the rethinking of relationships between and within the human communities, it may be time to look 
again at the animals in the margins.” (p.150).

In response to our Meeting proposal that Jenny should be considered for membership, 
Rachel has written: “For what it’s worth, for myself, 
I don’t see any problem in principle with saying that 
membership of the RSoF is (as it were) a specifically 
human vocation…I’d be very much in favour of 
thinking about ways to acknowledge and celebrate 
the distinctive vocations of individual nonhuman 
animals in relation to Meetings; but I don’t see that 
it’s intrinsically problematic to restrict membership 
to humans.”

An alternative local suggestion has been that 
Jenny might be added to the Attenders list, 
rather than be considered for membership. 
Additional views and perspectives are welcomed 
and appreciated.

Geoffrey Johnson, Eastbourne Meeting

Petal: remembered at Bolton Meeting
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NEWS 

SAVE THE ASIAN ELEPHANTS (STAE) is a UK-based organisation that exerts 
influence on governments and politicians in Europe and Asia, and on the tourism industry, 
to adopt the solutions it advances for the welfare of these elephants. A case in point is 
the horrific plight of India’s captive elephants and the devastating effect it’s having on the 
vulnerable remaining wild populations. More than 95% of India’s wild elephants have been 
exterminated over the last century.

STAE informs tourists about the “…immense suffering hiding behind the welcoming face of 
many elephant attractions across South East Asia.” The elephants used in attractions are often 
treated badly; they spend their lives subjected to physical and mental ill-treatment and are 
frequently kept chained when not giving rides or performing tricks. It urges tourists to stay 
away from captive elephant attractions, and tour operators not to include such attractions 
in their itinerary except for genuine sanctuaries or viewing elephants in the wild.

To increase supply of elephants for tourist attractions and festivals, they are snatched from 
their forest homes. Capture from the wild often entails slaughtering the mothers and other 
herd members who attempt to protect their young. Pajan is the shockingly brutal ‘breaking in’ 
process. Captured calves are isolated then forced into a pen and tied with ropes to prevent 
them moving. They are deprived of water, food and sleep. The terrified youngsters are then 
brutally, often fatally, beaten with rods, chains or bullhooks (a rod with sharp metal hooks 
at the striking end) and stabbed with knives and nails. Indeed, so ruthless are the beatings 
that 50% or more elephants die during this process. The survivors continue to suffer at the 
hands of a keeper (or mahout) until they die.

Visit the STAE website for more information and to sign a petition to the Association of 
British Travel Agents (ABTA), Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India and David Cameron
PM UK. http://stae.org/

THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT HAS PASSED INTO LAW A NEW ANIMAL 
WELFARE ACT. The law was passed after animal rights activists advocated for harsher 
measures to be taken by the government to reduce the number of crimes against animals 
in the country.

While the new act also outlines new cage sizes at pet stores and requirements for animal 
transportation, many activists are disappointed that the government has not included 
mandatory spay and neuter into the Act. Malaysia has a big stray problem, with homeless 
dogs and cats commonly seen wandering the streets. According to advocates, the reason 
behind the problems is partly ignorance and partly religious, as some Malay Muslims believe 
that spaying or neutering their pet is cruel. Activists say education is the only way around 
this issue, and the government is looking into introducing further measures, such as making 
animal welfare a subject taught in schools.

THE ASSOCIATION OF LAWYERS FOR ANIMAL WELFARE (ALAW) sees 
the preparation of the next generation of animal welfare lawyers as key to ensuring the 
maintenance and advancement of animal welfare laws. There is growing demand amongst 
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law students for animal welfare law modules to be offered on their courses. There are also a 
number of tutors and professors in law schools who are interested in teaching these modules 
Despite this, only a handful of universities in the UK offer animal welfare law courses. To 
bridge this gap, ALAW is launching a project to bring together academics currently offering 
these courses with those who are interested in doing so, with the intention of increasing the 
number of institutions offering these modules. ALAW officers will also be visiting universities 
to give talks to students so as to encourage interest and uptake. If you are an academic and 
are interested in getting involved, please get in touch with us at info@alaw.org.uk Association 
of Lawyers for Animal Welfare, c/o Monckton Chambers, 1 & 2 Raymond Buildings, Gray’s 
Inn, London, WC1R 5NR. Edna Mathieson QCA committee and outreach.

SPONSORED BY THE ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE (AIA), ), World Congress 
of Faiths and Quaker Concern for Animals (QCA) the 12th Interfaith Celebration for Animals 
was held at Golders Green Unitarian Church in July. It was led by AIA Chair, Rev Feargus 
O’Connor, also secretary of the World Congress of Faiths. Readings on animals were given 
by Anglican, Buddhist, Catholic, Hindu, Jewish, Jain, Muslim and Unitarian speakers.

Dr Deborah Jones, of AIA and Catholic Concern for Animals, gave the keynote speech, Animal 
Welfare in the Pope’s New Encyclical on the Environment. Dr Alpesh Patel, of the Dr Hadwen 
Trust, spoke on the humane medical research undertaken by the Trust, for which AIA’s own 
Dr Schweitzer Universal Kinship Fund is a sponsor. The research involves no animal testing, 
saving both animal and human lives. 

After the service and refreshments, AIA held their 1st AGM, at which the following resolution 
was unanimously approved: ‘That the Animal Interfaith Alliance abhors and condemns the attempt 
to undermine the Hunting Act 2004 by the proposed Statutory Instrument.’ The motion was 
proposed by Chris Fegan, AIA’s Director of Education and Campaigns and general secretary 
of Catholic Concern for Animals’ (CCA). It was seconded by Sarah Dunning, AIA director 
and trustee of the Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (AWSA). Further details: http://
animalinterfaith-alliance.com/  Judith Wilkings, Muswell Hill Meeting

OXFORD CENTRE FOR ANIMAL ETHICS Associate Fellow the Revd Feargus 
O’Connor led the way in securing a declaration for animals at the Annual Meetings of the 
General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches at the University of Nottingham 
in April. The original motion was unanimously agreed on 3 February 2013 at Golders Green 
Unitarians and went forward for debate at the General Assembly Annual Meetings. Full 
report on: http://quaker-animals.co.uk/

THE COMPASSIONATE SHOPPING GUIDE 2015 is now available from Naturewatch. 
For those wishing to make informed choices regarding purchasing only from companies 
committed to using cruelty-free ingredients, the latest edition includes 165 cruelty-free, 
endorsed personal care/cosmetic companies and brands, 34 endorsed household cleaning 
product companies and brands, a new pet care section – plus over 1000 companies and brands 
to avoid. The Guide costs £5 from: Naturewatch Foundation, 49 Rodney Road,  Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, GL50 1HX. T - 01242 252871. http://naturewatch.org// 
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THE RUN FREE ALLIANCE HAS BECOME THE FIRST UK CHARITY FOR LAB 
BEAGLES - - Registered Charity No. 1162858. This is the only charity to focus solely on 
the care, welfare and future of beagles within the animal scientific research programme in 
the UK. More information on: http://www.runfreealliance.com/

THE GADHIMAI FESTIVAL IN NEPAL has banned animal sacrifice, finally putting 
an end to the horrific massacre of thousands of animals that had been taking place for 
the past 250 years. Until now, every five years, the town of Bariyarpur, Nepal, hosted the 
world’s largest animal sacrifice. Hundreds of thousands of animals, including chickens, goats 
and buffalo, were rounded up and marched to their deaths at the site of the temple of the 
Hindu goddess Gadhimai. After the traditional beheading of up to 10,000 buffalo at the start 
of the ‘holy’ festival, hundreds of men continued to kill thousands more animals, frequently 
with dull blades, putting the animals through prolonged agony. Animal welfare and religious  
organisations, including Quaker Concern for Animals, Animal Welfare Nepal and PETA India  
worked together to help end this atrocity. Around 90,000 individuals from all over the world 
sent messages to Nepal officials, urging them to stop the bloodshed.

BEAR BILE BREAKTHROUGH: Hopes for an end to China’s bear bile farms have been 
boosted as Chinese manufacturer Kaibao Pharmaceuticals announced it has successfully 
synthesised a substitute for use in traditional medicine. Animal welfare charity Animals 
Asia is calling it a step that could eventually save thousands of moon bears from farms.  

Over 10,000 bears are currently believed to be held on industrial scale bile farms in China. 
Bears are kept in unsuitable conditions with little regard for their welfare and endure regular 
bile extraction. Hong Kong-based Animals Asia runs two sanctuaries for bears rescued 
from the bile industry. Since 1998, the NGO has rescued over 500 bears and offers them 
a lifetime of care in rescue centres in Chengdu, China and Tam Dao, Vietnam.  Animals Asia: 
http://www.animalsasia.org/uk/

ANIMAL AID HAS CHANGED THE EMPHASIS IN ITS ANIMAL VICTIMS OF 
WAR INITIATIVE. When Animal Aid first launched its purple poppy campaign, the aim 
was to make it clear that animals used in warfare are victims, and not heroes. They do not 
give their lives; their lives are taken from them. However, they say the message promoted by 
the media interpreted animals as the valiant servants of people in violent conflict – quite the 
opposite message to that which was intended. Animal Aid says it applauds the passion and 
zeal with which the sellers of purple poppies have worked to communicate their campaign. 

From this autumn they are replacing the purple poppy with a badge that will commemorate 
all animal victims of human exploitation. This can be worn all year round. They will continue 
to  produce the Animals: the hidden victims of war booklet and complementary resources. 
http://www.animalaid.org.uk
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BOOKS

Animals on the book shelves. Increasing numbers of Quakers are not only dismayed 
about the way we treat non-human animals but feel powerless to help. Mindful of this, a small 
group of QCA f/Friends recently agreed that one way to provide animals with a greater 
voice within the Society would be to contact the Quaker Centre Bookshop, at Friends 
House, submitting a capsule range of appropriate publications.

As well as books that take a religious, moral and philosophical stance, and others that factually 
outline the realities of animal suffering in our society, we suggested titles that focused on the 
growing academic area of critical animal studies and also animal behaviour, including ones 
suitable for children and young adults. We were delighted to receive a swift and positive 
response saying: “This is definitely a subject area which we are keen to support” adding that 
some of the titles on our list would be ordered.

A recent visit to the bookshop showed books celebrating the natural world, our countryside 
and the importance of animals in our lives. There were also a few sound animal rights books, 
including Jon Mooallem’s Wild Ones and one the strongest of the recent best sellers - Jonathan 
Safran Foer’s Eating Animals. The children’s section offered a book called What’s So Amazing 
about Polar Bears? Teaching Kids to Care for Creation by Randy Hammer and Kristin Hammer

Evans and also Richard Newton’s Bible Animals. Their food and sustainable living section 
had several titles on the benefits of vegetarianism/veganism and books discussing the 
ethics of animal products as food. The small cookery section offered a wide selection of 
vegan titles. For anyone wanting to further explore current thinking on non-human animals 
and vegetarian/ veganism, we would recommend a visit to the Quaker Centre Bookshop: 
Friends House, 173- 77 Euston Road, London, NW1 2BJ. T - 0207 663 1030/1031, http://
www.quaker.org.uk/shop

Andrew Tyler, director Animal Aid, reviews The New Wild,  Fred Pearce, Icon Books. 

‘A new book by acclaimed science writer, Fred Pearce, on the subject of ‘invasive species’ 
around the world, has given me fresh heart in our long battle on behalf of Britain’s much 
persecuted foreign animal imports.

For some 20 years, Animal Aid has fought what might be called the flat-earthers of the 
ecological world. This is the breed of environmental scientists who do not understand that 
life on our planet, encompassing forests, wetlands, oceans, plains and myriad animal species, 
is alive with vibrant chance. Instead, they see ecosystems as having reached a stable, ideal 
state and believe it is their duty to defend them against the dire influence of ‘alien’ species. 

Our battles over the years have centred on ruddy ducks, mink, grey squirrels, Canada 
geese, muntjac deer, monk parakeets and other blameless imports. Most were brought to 
our shores for ‘ornamental’ purposes. Others to be traded as pets. They broke free of our 
control, thrived and came to be seen as a menace, or worse.

Fred Pearce, in his excellent volume, The New Wild, points to a new breed of ecologists who 
recognise, not simply that alien species have been unfairly scapegoated for our own ills, but 
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that ‘real nature is often random, temporarily and constantly being remade – with species 
coming and going, fitting in, adapting or losing out. Change is the norm… There are billions 
of hectares of abandoned landscapes across the world: logged forests, degraded pastures, 
poisoned wastelands… places where invader species move in, take over and engineer a 
revival (from which native species are the prime beneficiaries). This is the new world – the 
start of nature’s fightback.’

Pearce’s take-home message is quite simply this: rather than persecute the robust, 
opportunistic ‘invaders’, we should celebrate their dynamism and their positive impact. 

The full version of this review appeared in the Summer 2015, issue 179, of Outrage. This 
edited version is reproduced with kind permission of Andrew Tyler. Animal Aid’s report With 
Extreme Prejudice examines the hidden motives behind the systematic destruction of certain 
wild species. Available through Animal Aid - http://www.animalaid.org.uk

EVENTS
Every Sunday at 5pm: Meditation for non-human animals. Quaker Concern for Animals 
holds an interfaith or no faith meditation for named/unnamed non-human animals. Wherever 
we live, we hold them all in love and light and send healing. More details on http://www.
quaker-animals.co.uk

OCTOBER
October 4 – World Animal Day. http://www.worldanimalday.org.uk/events
October 6 – National Badger Day: http://www.badgerevents.org.uk/

NOVEMBER
Sunday 8 November at 3pm, Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (ASWA) Service of
Remembrance for Animals at the Animals in War Memorial, Park Lane, London. Special guest, 
Pen Farthing of Nowzad Dogs. (Animal Aid purple poppies – see News) 

MAY 2016
Quaker Concern for Animals AGM, 7 May at Friends House, 173 Euston Road, London
Britain Yearly Meeting, 27 – 30 May 2016, Friends House in London. 

This beautiful wreath of crocheted purple poppies was 
made by the craft group at Warrington Meeting to 
remember animal victims of warfare.
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MEMBERSHIP

How to join Quaker Concern for Animals

Please send your cheque for £12 or £7 (usual concessions) to Joan How, Membership 
Secretary, at the address below. 

Cheques should be made payable to Quaker Concern for Animals. Please don’t send 
cash. If you wish to pay by Standing Order, we can send you details.

It would help, in the case of your being a new member, if you would say how you first came 
to hear about Quaker Concern for Animals. From January 2016, subscriptions will be 
£15 or £10 (usual concessions).  

Requests for emergency funding

These are occasioned either by man-made or natural disasters and are reaching us more 
and more frequently. If you are able to support us with an extra donation, we can help more 
animals in distress. If your Meeting makes regular collections, they may be willing to consider 
including QCA. Details of previous donations can be found on our website.

COMMITTEE OF QUAKER CONCERN FOR ANIMALS 2015-2016

Thom Bonneville: Development

Joan How, Membership: 144 Westmorland Avenue, Limbury, Luton, Beds LU3 2PU

International:  Position vacant

Edna Mathieson: Liaison and Outreach

Viktoria Nealis: Clerk

Feargus O’Connor: Interfaith

Jane Stanley: Treasurer

Louise van der Hoeven: Web Site: luluvanhoe@yahoo.co.uk 

Scientific Advisor: Angela Walder

“To say that we love God and at the same time

 exercise cruelty towards the least creature is a contradiction in itself ”

John Woolman (1720 – 1772)
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Rescued moon bears Pippin and Bronwyn at Animals Asia’s Chengdu Bear Rescue Centre in China. 
(See News)

Spined mason bee (Osmia spinulosa) covered in pollen © S Falk (Buglife P.12)
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