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Editorial

W

elcome to the third edition of Animal Spirit, the journal of the A nimal Interfaith
Alliance (AIA) which represents organisations from many faiths who wish to be a
united voice for animals.
We would like to warmly welcome our new member organisations who joined
AIA since the previous edition. These include the Hindu organisation, The Sadhu
Vaswani Centre and the Christian organisations, The Christian Vegetarian Association
of the US and The Christian Vegetarian Association of the UK. We would also like to
warmly welcome our new patrons, Kay, the Duchess of Hamilton, Joyce D’Silva,
Ambassador at Compassion in World Farming, Dr Alpesh Patel, Science Officer for the
Dr Hadwen Trust and the Buddhist author, Matthieu Ricard. It is indeed a privilege to
have them on board.
One of the most exciting events for us this year has been the publication of Pope
Francis’ new encyclical, Laudato Si’ on Care for our Common Home which amazed us all by the very positive things
he said about the animal kingdom and the Creation. Laudato Si’ has been a gift that AIA celebrated at its annual
Interfaith Celebration for Animals, held at Golders Green Unitarians on 12th July 2015. The guest speaker was Dr
Deborah Jones, AIA vice president and vice chair of our member organisation Catholic Concern for A nimals, who
talked to us about Laudato Si’ and what it means for animals. Her speech is reproduced here in this edition of A nimal
Spirit. Catholic Concern for Animals has seized the tremendous opportunity presented by this paradigm shift in the
Catholic Church’s view of animals by printing a one-off, special edition of its magazine The Ark in celebration of
Laudato Si’. We strongly recommend this publication to you, as it highlights all the key quotations by Pope Francis
regarding animals which will provide so much support in theological discussions about them.
Another most exciting event for us has been the wonderful talk given by His Holiness the Dalai Lama which
was organised by our member organisation the Institute of Jainology. The talk which was held at the London
Coliseum on 20th September was entitled A himsa - India’s Contribution to the World. This has also been reported on
in this edition of A nimal Spirit.
I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered with AIA, particularly Marian Hussenbux for her tireless
letter-writing campaigning work; Kay, the Duchess of Hamilton, Dr Richard Ryder and Chris Fegan for lobbying their
MPs about the Hunting Act, and to Thom Bonneville, Sarah Dunning and André Menache for attending talks and
events on behalf of AIA. I am also most grateful for the financial support of a couple of our patrons which has made
the printing and distribution of A nimal Spirit and the rest of AIA’s work possible.
Barbara Gardner

Member Organisations
Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (ASWA) - www.aswa.org.uk
Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA) - www.catholic-animals.com
Christian Vegetarian Association (CVA US) - www.all-creatures.org
Christian Vegetarian Association UK (CVA UK) - www.christianvegetarians.com
Institute of Jainology (IOJ) - www.jainology.org
Oshwal Association of the UK (OAUK) - www.oshwal.co.uk
Quaker Concern for Animals (QCA) - www.quaker-animals.co.uk
Sadhu Vaswani Centre - www.sadhuvaswani.org

Quaker Concern For Animals
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Welcome from the Chair
Dear friends,
On behalf of all A nimal Interfaith Alliance (AIA)
supporters and subscribers I wish to express our warmest
thanks to our indefatigable director, Barbara Gardner, for
her dedicated ongoing work for our Alliance. Thanks
largely to Barbara, we were not only successfully set up
and officially registered, but endowed with a website as
inspiring as our A nimal Spirit, which has been very
widely praised for the excellent quality of its articles and
the professionalism of its production. We can indeed be
proud of both our website and A nimal Spirit and of our
other achievements so far and are immensely grateful to
all of you who are sustaining AIA and helping its witness
in the world. Without your commitment we would not
exist. Thank you!
When we consider the tremendous challenges
facing us the tasks ahead do seem daunting but it is the
moral necessity of facing those challenges head on, for
the sake of the billions of fellow sentient beings we are
hoping to save, that impels us to keep going whatever the
difficulties and discouragements on the way.
Our mission is a vitally important one: a united
religious witness for the burning need for us and all other
caring people to show in all our actions ahimsa: universal
compassion for all living beings in the spirit of our Jain
friends, Francis of Assisi and Albert Schweitzer. This
must surely inspire us in all we do and say and is the
cornerstone of the vision of our Animal Interfaith
Alliance. It is being shown in action in donations to the
Dr Hadwen Trust to save human and non-human lives
and all our practical help to animal welfare and protection
charities. Actions speak louder than words, don’t they?
We are indeed fortunate that we have the support
and solidarity of Catholic Concern for Animals, Quaker
Concern for Animals, the Anglican Society for the
Welfare of Animals, the Christian Vegetarian Association
and other religious animal welfare societies. No religious
tradition has been more supportive and shown us more
goodwill and solidarity than our Jain brothers and sisters,
who show in their lives the true spirit of ahimsa and truly
live their religious ideals.
We are indeed morally inspired by the example of
our Jain friends and I for one feel that we can do no better
than work very closely with them in building up AIA and
follow in their footsteps. Barbara and I very much hope
that we can develop ever closer ties with the Jain
community in this country and abroad to bring that spirit

Rev. Feargus O’Connor

of ahimsa in a united compassionate witness in the
world in loving action to save billions of animal lives
and to work together for the happiness and wellbeing
of all our fellow creatures on our home planet. We
would be interested to hear from you all how we can
best do this together.
One practical way that each of us can help
realise our vision is of course generosity to our Animal
Interfaith Alliance, which is wholly dependent on our
subscriptions and donations. We need money to
produce and distribute A nimal Spirit, maintain our
website and finance our activities. We have hitherto
largely done so out of our own pockets but it is vital
that we have enough funds to maintain our witness
effectively. So please do renew your subscription,
encourage all caring friends to join and, if you can,
send a small donation to us (all cheques made out to
Animal Interfaith Alliance please). Ther e is a
supporter form with all the details on the inside back
cover.
Our warmest thanks for all your support. It is
truly vital.

Rev. Feargus O’Connor
Chair - Animal Interfaith Alliance
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Interfaith Celebration for Animals 2015
Celebrates Pope Francis & Laudato Si’
Rev. Feargus O’Connor MA, has been holding Interfaith Celebrations for Animals at Golders Green Unitiarians for
the past 11 years. This year he held it in celebration of Pope Francis and Laudato Si’, an encyclical addressed to all
people, not just Catholics. Rev. O’Connor is Chair of the Animal Interfaith Alliance and Secretary of the World
Congress of Faiths.

By Rev. Feargus O’Connor

T

he Animal Interfaith Alliance’s Interfaith
Celebration for Animals celebrated Pope
Francis’ new encyclical on the environment,
Laudato Si’ on Sunday 12th July at Golders
Green Unitarians.
Keynote speaker, Dr Deborah Jones, vicepresident of the A nimal Interfaith Alliance (AIA),
vice-chair of Catholic Concern for A nimals (CCA)
and author of the book The School of Compassion:
A Roman Catholic Theology of Animals said, ‘This
encyclical, Laudato Si’ is a game-changer. It has
taken the whole issue of animals, our treatment of
them and their relationship with us and with their
Creator… to the forefront of theological discourse
in the Catholic Church… It is a realisation of St
Francis of Assisi's vision of all created beings as
being interconnected, all interrelated, all touched by
God and oriented towards God’. The full speech is
reproduced in this issue.
A candle was lit for Pope Francis by AIA
director Barbara Gardner, who expressed AIA’s
gratitude and goodwill to him for a wonderful
encyclical.
The service was led by Rev. Feargus
O’Connor, Minister at Golders Green Unitarians
and Chair of the AIA. Readings on animals were
given by Anglican, Buddhist, Catholic, Hindu, Jain,
Jewish, Muslim and Unitarian speakers from each
of their faiths. AIA patron, Dr Alpesh Patel, a
Hindu scientific adviser from the Dr Hadwen Trust,
talked about the humane, non-animal medical research undertaken by the charity, which the AIA’s own Dr
Schweitzer Universal Kinship Fund supports. The research involves no animal testing and therefore saves both
human and animal lives.
The annual Interfaith Celebration for Animals is sponsored by the AIA, the W orld Congress of Faiths and
Quaker Concern for Animals.
After the Interfaith Celebration for Animals, the AIA held its first AGM which unanimously passed the
motion: ‘That the A nimal Interfaith Alliance abhors and condemns the attempt to undermine The Hunting A ct 2004
by the proposed Statutory Instrument’. The motion was proposed by Chris Fegan, AIA’s Director of Education &
Campaigns and CCA’s General Secretary. It was seconded by Sarah Dunning, AIA director and trustee of the
Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (AWSA).
£306 was raised to be shared between Friends of the Earth and AIA’s Dr Schweitzer Universal Kinship
Fund, which supports humane, non-animal research into cancer and diabetes through the Dr Hadwen Trust. ֍
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Laudato Si’
Pope Francis’ new Encyclical
Keynote Speech Given at AIA’s Interfaith Celebration for Animals
Dr Deborah Jones is vice-president of the Animal Interfaith Alliance, vice-chair of Catholic Concern for Animals, and a fellow
of The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics. She holds a doctorate in animal theology and is a past editor of The Ark, the Catholic
Herald and a past deputy editor of Priest and People. She is author of The School of Compassion: A Roman Catholic Theology
of Animals (Gracewing 2009). On 12th July 2015, Dr Jones gave the following keynote speech at AIA ’s Interfaith Celebration
for Animals at Golders Green Unitarians. This article was first published in the special Laudato Si’ edition of The Ark .

By Dr Deborah Jones

T

his encyclical Laudato Si – is, in the words of
Chris Fegan, general secretary of Catholic
Concern for Animals – a gamechanger. It has taken
the whole issue of animals, our treatment of them and their
relationship with us and with their Creator, from total
neglect to being placed at the forefront of theological
discourse in the Catholic Church. It is, in the words of the
Guardian, 'the most astonishing and perhaps the most
ambitious papal document of the past 100 years'.
I always like to see what opponents think, and was
not surprised to see this on a so-called ‘traditionalist’

Catholic's
website:
‘Having wasted over an
hour of my life, I now can
say
that
I
have
read Laudato Si’. It is the
Pope’s latest verbose tome
of an encyclical, which
espouses global warming
alarmism,
calls
for
international organizations
to police climate change,
and waxes poetic about
people leading animals to
God. In short it is as if Al
Gore, Karl Marx, and Teilhard de Chardin wrote an
encyclical.’ Well, there's a tribute if ever there was one!
An encyclical is an open letter, usually addressed
to a section of the Church, such as bishops, but this one,
the second of Pope, or Friend (I like this Quaker title and I'm sure he would too!) Francis, Bishop of Rome, is
addressed to all people, everywhere. It is not doctrinally
binding, very few teachings are, but presents ideas that
the 1.5 billion Catholics worldwide are obliged to take
seriously. It is an important and inspired contribution to
official church teaching, specifically the Church's social
teaching - which itself is something that has influenced
politicians, theologians and economists since the
encyclical Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo XIII in 1891
made the first shot across the bows of unrestrained
capitalism.
But there is more to this document than just a
critique of current politics and economics, more than just
a warning of the consequences of environmental damage
to our earth, water and air. It is really about, as the
question is put towards the end, 'What kind of world do
we want to leave to those who come after us, to children
who are now growing up?'

6

The Vision of St Francis of Assisi
There is something very positive, very heartening about
Pope Francis' thesis. It is a realisation of St Francis of
Assisi's vision that all created beings are interconnected,
all interrelated, all touched by God and oriented towards
God. From the first words, there is this debt to the insight
of that thirteenth century holy
—-——————
man: St Francis reminds us that 'What kind of world
our common home is like a sister do we want to leave
with whom we share our life and
to those who come
a beautiful mother who opens her after us, to children
arms to embrace us. Then there is
who are now
the description of all the harm
growing up?'
that we have done by our
—————–——
irresponsible use and abuse.
From the start the encyclical says that 'W e have come to
see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to
plunder her at will’. This is the attitude that the Pope is
trying, in this document, to overturn. He calls it at one
point 'tyrannical anthropocentrism'. You'd really think
this has been written by one of us!
The emphasis is two-fold: concern for both our
common home, the earth; and for the poor of the world,
those who suffer most from the economic systems and
cultural lifestyles that abuse the earth. It is up to each of
us, he says, to put pressure on politicians, but also to use
our consumer power and our collective power of
opinion, to bring about the necessary changes in society.
But before the culture as a whole can be changed, there
needs to be a change of heart in every person. He is
calling for a cultural revolution that starts with all of us.
Let me just mention some of the references to the
treatment of animals in this document:

The ultimate purpose of other creatures is not to be
found in us. Rather, all creatures are moving forward
with us and through us towards a common point of
arrival, which is God, in that transcendent fullness where
the risen Christ embraces and illumines all things.
Human beings, endowed with intelligence and love, and
drawn by the fullness of Christ, are called to lead all
creatures back to their Creator’ (LS:83).
Not only are we people the brothers and sisters of
each other, but all other created beings are kin to us, all
are gift, each flower and bird ‘imbued with [Christ’s]
radiant presence’ (LS:100).
It actually admits that ‘we Christians have at times
incorrectly interpreted the Scriptures, nowadays we must
forcefully reject the notion that our being created in
God’s image and given dominion over the earth justifies
absolute dominion over other creatures’ (LS:67).
‘Clearly, the Bible has no place for a tyrannical
anthropocentrism [that is, putting human beings at the
centre] unconcerned for other creatures’ (LS:68).
The very fact of the multiplicity and variety of
species of animals, birds, fish, insects and plants calls us
to wonder and worship. The bishops of Brazil noted that
‘nature as a whole not only manifests God but is also a
locus [place] of his presence. The Spirit of life dwells in
every living creatures and calls us to enter into
relationship with [God]. Discovering this presence leads
us to cultivate the “ecological virtues”.’ (LS:88).
Thus, any loss of biodiversity brought about
through human action is to be lamented and where
possible, prevented. Uncontrolled fishing, cultivated
wetlands, coral reef depletion – all are part of our human
destructive tendency which must be resisted. Concern for
the environment, other creatures and the human race are
all interconnected. ‘We have only one heart, and the
same wretchedness which leads us to mistreat an animal
will not be long in showing itself in our relationships
with other people. Every act of cruelty towards any
creature is “contrary to human dignity”’– quoting the
Catechism, n.2418 (LS:92).
‘The human person grows more, matures more and
is sanctified more to the extent that he or she enters into
relationships, going out from themselves to live in
communion with God, with others and with all
creatures’ (LS:240).
He places 'the fur of endangered species' in the
same list as human trafficking, organized crime and the
drug trade. He calls for close attention to genetic
engineering, saying that 'any legitimate intervention will
act on nature only in order to favour its development in
its own line, that of creation, as intended by
God’ (LS:132). He goes on to apply the precautionary
principle to all GM developments. ֍

References to the Treatment of Animals
As Christians, we are also called ‘to accept the world as
a sacrament of communion, as a way of sharing with
God and our neighbours on a global scale. It is our
humble conviction that the divine and the human meet in
the slightest detail in the seamless garment of God’s
creation, in the last speck of dust of our planet’ (LS:9).
‘By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all
that exists then sobriety and care will well up
spontaneously’ (LS:11).
‘Each year sees the disappearance of thousands of
plant and animal species which we will never know,
which our children will never see, because they have
been lost for ever. The great majority become extinct for
reasons related to human activity. Because of us,
thousands of species will no longer give glory to God by
their very existence, nor convey their message to us. We
have no such right’ (LS:33).
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Tyrannical Anthropocentrism
Dr Richard D. Ryder is a patron of AIA. He is a psychologist and an ethicist and is a trustee of the RSPCA and has
been a past Chair of the RSPCA. He has written extensively on animal issues and in 1970 he coined the term
‘speciesism’, a term which chimes well with Pope Francis’ ‘Tyrannical Anthropocentrism’ in Laudato Si’, which Dr
Ryder discusses here. This article was first published in the special Laudato Si’ edition of The Ark .

By Dr Richard D. Ryder

P

ope Francis has now said it:- ‘The Bible has no
place for a tyrannical anthropocentrism
unconcerned for other creatures’ (LS:68).
He
goes
on
to
attack
our
‘distorted
anthropocentrism’ (LS:69), ‘excessive anthropocentrism’
(LS:116) and our ‘misguided anthropocentrism’ (LS:119).
This is a monumental attack upon the arrogance
of over-mighty Man: an attack upon what I have called
speciesism. F or centuries the church was humble in its
attitude towards creation and then, under the influence of
one man, it became arrogantly anthropocentric. Now we
can go back to the year 1226 when St Francis died, and
start again! Before that date many saints had gone out of
their way to be compassionate towards animals. Pope
Francis repeatedly quotes not only St Francis (1182 –
1226) but also St Bonaventura (1221 – 1274) who was
born in Tuscany and very briefly became Archbishop of
York in 1265. He helped to steer the Franciscans on a
moderate and intellectual course and was regarded as one
of the great philosophers of the Middle Ages. He urged us
to
‘encounter
God
in
creatures
outside
ourselves’ (LS:233).

accordingly. It is, as the
Pope says, ‘a universal
fraternity’
(LS:228).
The
difference
in
species
is
morally
irrelevant.
What is
meant by the term
‘species’
anyway?
There is no clear
definition.
(Many
species can interbreed
and produce viable
offspring.)
The
important moral point is
that hundreds of species are capable of suffering just as
we are. They have the same sorts of nerves and brain
chemicals as we have. Sometimes a nonhuman animal’s
lack of understanding can reduce their suffering (they
don’t have to worry about going to the dentist next week,
for example) but sometimes it increases their suffering
(not understanding, for example, that the vet is trying to
help them).

A Positive Attitude towards Science
Pope Francis adopts a very positive attitude towards
science, referring to ‘the results of the best scientific
research available today’ as providing ‘a concrete
foundation for the ethical and
——–———————
spiritual
itinerary
that
‘A science which would
follows’ (LS:15). ‘Science and
offer solutions to great
religion, with their distinctive
issues would necessarily
approaches to understanding
have to take into account
reality, can enter into an intense
the data generated by
dialogue fruitful for both.’
other fields of
I am so glad he has
knowledge, including
said this as we need to fully
philosophy and social
accept that Darwin’s great
ethics’ (LS:110).
scientific message is that
humans are animals too, and so ———————————
we are relatives of all the other
animals. In other words, we need to start treating the
other animals as our relatives and not as our slaves. All
species are related through ancestry. We must treat them

Science needs to respect Morality
Science itself does not produce a morality, but needs to
respect morality. Pope Francis says: ‘A science which
would offer solutions to great issues would necessarily
have to take into account the data generated by other
fields of knowledge, including philosophy and social
ethics’ (LS:110).
Science must not treat other creatures ‘as mere
objects’ (LS:123), seeing them as parts of ‘an insensate
order’ (LS:115). The Pope reminds us that ‘the
Catechism firmly states that human power has limits and
that “it is contrary to human dignity to cause animals to
suffer or die needlessly”.’ (LS:130).
Everything is Interconnected
Above
all,
Pope
Francis
emphasises
the
interconnectedness of creation ─ ‘everything is
interconnected’ (LS:239). Yet we have become
‘ruthless exploiters’ of Mother Earth (LS:11). This
introduces the Pope’s attack on the common but
8

convenient misunderstanding of the concept of
‘dominion’ in Genesis. He says:- ‘We are not God.
The earth was here before us and it has been given to
us. This allows us to respond to the charge that JudӕoChristian thinking, on the basis of the Genesis account
which grants man “dominion” over the earth (cf.
Genesis 1:28) has encouraged the unbridled exploitation
of nature by painting him as domineering and
destructive by nature.
This is not a correct
interpretation of the Bible as understood by the Church.
Although it is true that we Christians have at times
incorrectly interpreted the Scriptures, nowadays we
must forcefully reject the notion that our being created
in God’s image and given dominion over the earth
justifies
absolute
domination
over
other
creatures’ (LS:67).
We are also told to ‘keep’ the garden of the
world. Pope Francis says ‘“Keeping” means caring,
protecting, overseeing and preserving’ and we must put
an end to our claim to absolute dominion over the world
(LS:75). The Pope adds that it is ‘mistaken to view
other living beings as mere objects subjected to
arbitrary human domination’, he attacks the vision of
‘might is right’, and rejects ‘every tyrannical and
irresponsible domination of human beings over other
creatures’ (LS:83). He reminds us that Jesus said that
each animal is important in God’s eyes ─ ‘Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is
forgotten before God’ (LS:96). Pope Francis concludes
‘Our “dominion” over the universe should be
understood more properly in the sense of responsible
stewardship’ (LS:116).
I welcome this wonderful encyclical. ֍

Special Laudato Si’ Edition of The Ark
Catholic Concern for Animals (CCA), a
founding member organisation of the Animal
Interfaith Alliance, has produced a special
Laudato Si’ edition of their magazine, The
Ark. This highlights the many key quotations
from Pope Francis’ historic encyclical which
relate to our treatment of the Creation and the
animal kingdom.
Online
copies
are
available from CCA’s website at:
www.catholic-animals.com. Or contact the
General
Secretary,
Chris
Fegan
at
chrisfegancca@gmail.com or by writing to him
at 46 Corporation Road, Chelmsford, Essex,
CM1 2AR.
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His Holiness the Dalai Lama
Talks on
Ahimsa - India’s Contribution to the World

T

he AIA would like to thank its
member organisation, the Institute
of Jainology (IoJ) for organising a
wonderful, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
to hear His Holiness the Dalai Lama talk
on Ahimsa - India’s Contribution to the
World.
On 20th September 2015, His
Holiness addressed a packed audience at the
London Coliseum. This was part of a UK
tour in which he addressed audiences at the
O2 in London and at venues in Oxford and
Cambridge.
His Holiness, the Dalai Lama with IoJ Chairman
His Holiness talked about the three
Nemu Chandaria OBE (left) and Vinod B Tailor (right)
main commitments in his life. First on the
level of a human being, second on the level
of a religious practitioner and third as a Tibetan who carries the name of the Dalai Lama.
First, on the level of a human being, he promotes human values such as compassion, forgiveness, tolerance,
contentment and self-discipline. All human beings are the same in wanting happiness and not wanting suffering.
Even people who do not believe in religion recognise the importance of these human values in making their lives
happier. His Holiness referred to these human values as ‘secular ethics’. He remains committed to talking about the
importance of these values and sharing them with everyone he meets.
His Holiness’ second commitment, on the level of a religious practitioner, is the promotion of religious
harmony and understanding among the world’s major religious traditions. Despite philosophical differences, all
major world religious traditions have the same potential to create good human beings. It is therefore important for all
religious traditions to respect one another and recognise the value of each other’s respective traditions. As far as
‘one truth, one religion’ is concerned, this is relevant on an individual level; however, for the community at large
‘several truths, several religions’ are necessary.
Thirdly, His Holiness is a Tibetan and carries the name of ‘Dalai Lama’. Therefore, his third commitment is
to work to preserve Tibet’s Buddhist culture, a culture of peace and non-violence.
His Holiness praised the Indian community, who had given refuge to the people of Tibet following the
invasion by the Chinese in 1959. He thanked them also for their tolerance of the many religions living within India.
He praised Mahavira, the 24th Jain Tirthankar, who had taught about ahimsa and compassion to all sentient beings,
including animals, only a few decades before Buddha had taught about these things, and he applauded Mahavira and
the Jains for their vegetarianism. ֍

Mission
Compassion and non-violence towards all living beings are the
fundamental principles of Jain philosophy. Our mission is to
propagate Jainism and its values through art, culture and
education.
www.jainology.org
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The Animal Interfaith Alliance’s
Vision
Vision: A peaceful world where people of all faiths and none work together to treat animals with
respect and compassion.

Mission: To create a united voice for animals from all the world’s faiths and spiritual beliefs, based on
their founders’ teachings, to lead the world in the humane treatment of animals.

Faith Leaders Working Together for Animals

I

n the spirit of interfaith cooperation and for the sake of the billions of animals suffering in our
world today, who should not be excluded from our moral circle, we would like to see the
spiritual leaders of all faiths join together to make a joint statement on treating animals with
compassion. We would also like these leaders to campaign for a Universal Declaration for A nimal
Welfare at the United Nations to give animals the basic rights they deserve, to live their lives free from
the suffering and pain inflicted on them by human beings.
Our main spiritual leaders already believe that animals should be treated with love and compassion and
should be included in our moral circle. Here are a few quotes from some of them:

His Holiness, The Dalai Lama: ‘In Buddhism the highest spiritual ideal is to cultivate compassion for
all sentient beings and to work for their welfare to the greatest possible extent’. 1
Satish Kumar: ‘Love is not love if it does not include love of animals. What kind of compassion is it
which adores human life, but ignores the slaughter of animals?… We, the Jains, advocate an
unconditional and unequivocal reverence for all life’.2
Archbishop Desmond Tutu: ‘Churches should lead the way by making clear that all cruelty – to other
animals as well as human beings – is an affront to civilised living and a sin before God’3
Pope Francis in Laudato Si’: ‘Clearly the Bible has no place for a tyrannical anthropocentrism
unconcerned for other creatures’.4

References:
1. The Universe in a Single Atom, by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, p10, Morgan Road Books, 2005.
2. You Are, Therefore I Am by Satish Kumar, p54, Green Books, 2010.
3. Foreword to The Global Guide to A nimal Protection, by The Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics and Illinois
University Press, 2013.
4. Laudato Si’ – On Care for Our Common Home by Pope Francis, paragraph 68, the Catholic Truth Society,
2015.
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We Must Fight Injustice to Animals
Desmond Tutu is archbishop emeritus of Cape Town and won the Nobel Peace Prize for his anti-apartheid work.
Nelson Mandela described Tutu as: ‘sometimes strident, often tender, never afraid and seldom without humour,
Desmond Tutu's voice will always be the voice of the voiceless’. Writing in the foreword to The Global Guide to
Animal Protection produced by the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics and the University of Illinois Press A rchbishop
Tutu makes a strong stand for justice for animals.

By Archbishop Desmond Tutu

I

have spent my life fighting discrimination and
injustice, whether the victims are blacks, women,
or gays and lesbians. No human being should be the
target of prejudice or the object of vilification or be
denied his or her basic rights. I could not have lived
with myself, as a Christian and a bishop, if I had looked
the other way. But the business of fighting injustice is
like fighting a mutli-headed hydra. As one form of
injustice appears to be vanquished, another takes its
place.
Even if the path of
————————
progress seems interminably
Churches should
long, we can content ourselves
lead the way by
with the sense that injustices to
other human beings are at least making clear that all
cruelty – to other
on the agenda, or mostly so.
animals as well as
But there are other issues
of justice – not only for human human beings – is an
affront to civilized
beings but also for the world’s
living and a sin
other sentient creatures. The
before God.
matter of the abuse and cruelty
————————
we inflict on other animals has to
fight for our attention in what
sometimes seems an already overfull moral agenda. It is
vital, however, that these instances of injustice should
not be overlooked.
I have seen first-hand how injustice gets
overlooked when the victims are powerless or
vulnerable, when they have no one to speak up for them
and no means of representing themselves to a higher
authority. Animals are in precisely that position. Unless
we are mindful of their interests and speak out loudly on
their behalf, abuse and cruelty go unchallenged.
Religious traditions do not, by and large, have a
good record on animals. It has taken Christian churches
some nineteen hundred years to recognize the
immorality of slavery and even longer to recognize that
women should not be treated as second-class citizens.
Animals have invariably occupied a rather low,
sometimes non-existent place on the moral agenda of
the churches. But things are now, slowly but surely,
beginning to change. In the same way that sensitivity to
race and gender-based injustice has taken years - even

centuries - to develop, so increasingly numbers of
people are gradually beginning to adopt more
thoughtful and compassionate attitudes towards
animals.
In many ways, it is odd that my fellow Christians
have failed to see the issue of how we treat animals as a
Gospel issue. After all, animals are also God’s
creatures.
God’s Creation
Christians believe that the world is God’s creation. It is
a kind of theological folly to suppose that God has
made the entire world just for human beings, or to
suppose that God is interested in only one of the
millions of species that inhabit God’s good earth. Our
dominion over animals is not supposed to be despotism.
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We are made in the image of God, yes, but God – in
whose image we are made - is holy, loving, and just. We
do not honour God by abusing other sentient creatures.
If it is true that we are the most exalted species in
creation, it is equally true that we can be the most
debased and sinful. This realization should give us pause.
So much of our maltreatment of animals stems from a
kind of hubris, in which we foolishly suppose that our
own welfare is God’s sole concern. In fact, God’s
creation is entrusted to our care and under our protection.
There is something Christ-like about caring for suffering
creatures, whether they are humans or animals.

the way by making clear that all cruelty – to other
animals as well as human beings – is an affront to
civilized living and a sin before God.
This Global Guide reflects a growing worldwide
sensitivity to animals and a developing sense that - as a
matter of justice - they deserve our compassion and
respect. It has my warm support. ֍

The Global Guide to Animal
Protection is published in
both the UK and USA and is
available from
www.press.uillinois.edu/
books/catalog/69wgp5qn
9780252036354.html

The link between cruelty to humans and cruelty to
animals
Even when faced with urgent human problems, we
should not overlook the issue of justice to animals. In
fact, an increasing amount of evidence shows that there is
a link between cruelty to animals and cruelty to weaker
human beings. We know, for example, that violent
killers of humans often begin their careers years earlier
by practising on animals. All of us have an interest in the
creation of a cruelty-free world. Churches should lead

This article was first published in The Ark, issue 227
which was taken with permission from the foreword to
The Global Guide to Animal Protection

Love is Not Love if it Does Not Include Love of
Animals
Satish Kumar is President of the Animal Interfaith Alliance, Editor-in-Chief of Resurgence Magazine and author
of many books including ‘You Are, Therefore I Am’ in which he speaks strongly for animal rights.

By Satish Kumar

L

ove is not love if it does not include love of animals.
What kind of compassion is it which adores human life,
but ignores the slaughter of animals? Division between
humans and animals and putting human interests before animal
interests is the beginning of sectionalism, racism, nationalism,
class and caste discrimination, and of course speciesism. The
same mindset, which enslaves animals, goes on to enslave
humans in the name of self-interest, national interest and
umpteen other narrow interests. Therefore, we, the Jains,
advocate an unconditional and unequivocal reverence for all
life.
From ‘You Are, Therefore I Am’ by AIA President, Satish
Kumar (Jain)

13

Are Religions Ignoring Their Founders’ Teachings
on Animals?
Joyce D’Silva is a Patron of the Animal Interfaith Alliance and is the Ambassador for Compassion in World Farming
(CIWF), having been its Chief Executive from 1991-2005. During this time Joyce was responsible for effecting a
considerable amount of legislation, both in the UK and the EU, which improved the lives of billions of farm animals.

By Joyce D’Silva

F

our were stillborn. Five had physical congenital
defects. Mortality between birth and 3 weeks of
age was 32 per cent. Causes of death and reasons for
euthanasia included stillbirths, respiratory failure,
and limb deformities. Mortality between 3 weeks and
2 years of age was 19 per cent... Overall, mortality
rate within 2 years of age was 45 per cent.
No, these references are not to human babies but
to cloned calves. The quotation is taken, slightly edited,
from a typical scientific paper, in
————————
this case published in 2013 in the
I really believe that
journal of the A merican College
in disregarding this
of Internal Veterinary Medicine.
massive area of
The scientific literature is full of
suffering, today’s
similar cloning experiments with
religious leaders are
equally disastrous results.
ignoring the
Cloning is just the latest in
teachings of their
the catalogue of cruelties which
founders, their holy
we have inflicted on farm
books and, often,
animals. We already breed meat
their early saints
chickens (broilers) to grow so fast
and leaders.
and so meaty that many go lame, ————————
unable to bear their own
bodyweight. Foot ulcers, hock burns and breast blisters
develop as the ungainly birds squat on the ammoniaridden litter material on the floor of their crowded sheds,
(20,000-40,000 chickens per shed is common).
Dairy-type cows also suffer from being bred to
produce massive quantities of milk. The strain of
unnatural yields, frequent bouts of lameness or mastitis
and the annual removal (kidnap?) of their calf results in
early culling at 5 or 6 years of age, a quarter of their
natural life span.
Hens in cages, (now the so-called ‘modified’ or
‘enriched’ cages), sows forced to give birth in narrow
farrowing crates, lambs transported hundreds or
thousands of miles to a distant slaughterhouse – the list
of gross cruelties could go on.

I really believe that
in disregarding this
massive
area
of
suffering,
today’s
religious leaders are
ignoring the teachings of
their founders, their holy
books and, often, their
early saints and leaders.
Let’s look at what
these
leaders
and
writings tell us about our
relationship
with
animals. Our early ancestors killed animals for food,
sacrificed them to appease the spirits/gods and
domesticated some species to provide a regular food source
or to protect flocks and herds from the wild animals they
feared.
As the major religions we know today developed,
our relationship with other species was more tightly
defined. Animals were part of the Tao, the natural order, or
were fellow sentient beings (Buddhism) or creatures of
God (the monotheistic faiths).
Christianity
Although the first chapter of the Bible sees God creating
humans and mammals on the same ‘day’, and indeed
recommending a plants-only diet for humanity (Genesis
1:29-30), later, after the Flood, God’s new covenant
changed the rules and meat-eating was allowed (Genesis
9:3). Although the Bible is not rich in references to a
special relationship with animals, Jesus is recorded as
saying ‘Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet
not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight’ (Luke 12:6).
Here, it would seem, is a God who cares for his creatures.
And of course, the vision of the prophet Isaiah, was of the
peaceable kingdom, where we all live in harmony (Isaiah
11:6).
Many early Christian saints were devoted to animals
and tales are recorded of their love for their fellow
creatures. But the medieval philosopher Thomas Aquinas
put paid to such notions. He took the Aristotelian view that
animals, being without reason, are here solely for our own
purposes – and this remains the predominant view to this

A Deafening Silence from Religious Leaders
You would think - with so much suffering inflicted on so
many of our fellow sentient beings, God’s creatures –
that religions would be at the forefront in condemning
such practices. But the silence has been deafening.
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Swami Vivekananda, who, in 1897, said, ‘In every man
and in every animal, however weak or wicked, great or
small, resides the same Omnipresent, Omniscient soul.
The difference is not in the soul, but in the manifestation.
Between me and the smallest animal, the difference is
only in manifestation, but as a principle he is the same as
I am, he is my brother, he has the same soul as I have.
This is the greatest principle that India has preached. The
talk of the brotherhood of man becomes in India the
brotherhood of universal life, of animals, and of all life
down to the little ants - all these are our bodies’ (The
Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda [Volume
3] Vedanta Press, 1947).
Although the majority of Hindus are vegetarian as
a result, this has not prevented gross exploitation or the
spread of battery hen farms and zero-grazing dairy herds
in India. However, there remains a strong tradition of
caring for animals, with a special emphasis on cows, who
seem to share a divine space with the gods. Old cows are
given shelter in sanctuaries called goshalas, where they
live out their lives.
Saint Francis preaches to the animals
Among more modern Hindu leaders, Gandhi
believed in applying ahimsa, non-violence, universally,
day, tempered only by the example and teaching of saying, ‘I do feel that spiritual progress does demand at
compassionate individuals like St Francis, Cardinal some stage that we should cease to kill our fellow
Newman, Albert Schweitzer – and now, perhaps, Pope creatures for the satisfaction of our bodily wants. It ill
Francis.
becomes us to invoke in our daily prayers the blessings
of God, the compassionate, if we in turn will not practise
Islam
elementary
compassion
towards
our
fellow
Islam teaches that animals worship Allah, that they are creatures’ (MK Gandhi, The Moral Basis of
‘communities like you’ (Qur’an 6.38) and that we may be Vegetarianism, Navajivan Publishing House, 1959).
rewarded for acts of kindness to animals. One of the Hadith
(which record the life and teachings of the prophet
Muhammad) records that when Muhammad came across a
camel in a very poor state, he ‘felt compassion and his eyes
shed tears’. He said to the owner of the camel, ‘Don’t you
fear God with regard to this animal, whom God has given to
you? For the camel complained to me that you starve him
and work him endlessly’ (Sunan Abu Dawud 2186, Musnad
Ahmad 1654 and 1662).
Sadly these good teachings and examples are often
ignored in practice, as experience of the way animals are
treated today in some predominantly Muslim countries
testifies.
Hinduism
Hinduism in large part (though not entirely) forsook its
tradition of animal sacrifice and came to view animals as
involved in the process of rebirth and karma, with lowly
animals working their way up to a human incarnation and
thus the possibility of achieving moksha or liberation from
the whole cycle of rebirth. Within all beings is the divine
essence, as beautifully expressed by the great Hindu teacher
15

Sacred Hindu Cow

Tsa’ar ba’alei chayim in Judaism
Within Judaism there is a very important principle of
tsa’ar ba’alei chayim which prohibits causing
unnecessary pain to animals. We see a trend towards
vegetarianism, expressed by Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, who
has said, ‘Jews will move increasingly to vegetarianism
out of their own deepening knowledge of what their
tradition commands as they understand it in this
age’ (Jewish Declaration on Nature, 1998, address on
25th anniversary of WWF, Micah Publications).
The Jewish rule of complete rest on the Sabbath
includes rest for farm animals (Exodus 20:8-10). Modern
day Israel has many factory farms and one wonders how a
hen caged with 4 or 40 others, or a broiler chicken in a
shed of 20,000 birds, can possibly achieve a state of rest
one day a week. One can just hope that the growing
animal movement within Israel and the Jewish
community globally will be effective in achieving change
on the ground.

Radiating kindness over the entire world,
Spreading upwards to the skies, and downwards to the
depths,
Outwards and unbounded, freed from hatred and illwill’ (Sutta Nipata 1.8).

Buddhism
In Buddhism, the four emotional states which should be
cultivated and radiated outwards to all beings are loving
kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy and equanimity.
The Karaniya Metta Sutta of Buddhism says:

Jiy Daya in Jainism
Jains believe in Jiy Daya: compassion for all living
beings. They ask other creatures for forgiveness as in
the prayer, ‘I ask pardon of all living creatures, may all
of them pardon me, may I have friendship with all
beings and enmity with none’ (Pratikramana-sutra). All
Jains follow a vegetarian diet, many support goshalas
and young Jains are seen to be moving towards
veganism.

For many, these beautiful words are at variance
with what one sees on the ground in predominantly
Buddhist countries.
Daya in Sikhism
Daya or compassion is regarded as the highest virtue in
Sikhism. The Sikh Holy Book and ultimate Teacher, the
Guru Granth Sahib, says, ‘The merit of pilgrimages to
the sixty-eight holy places, and that of other virtues
besides, do not equal having compassion for other living
beings’ (Guru Granth, 136). However, only some Sikh
sects are vegetarian and individuals may be involved in
factory farming.

‘Even as a mother protects with her life her child, her
only child,
So with a boundless heart should one cherish all living
beings,

22nd Jain Tirthankar, Neminath frees animals waiting to be slaughtered for his wedding
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Catholicism
In 1996, Pope John Paul II wrote in his encyclical Gospel
of Life: ‘Human beings may be merciful to their
neighbours, but the compassion of the Lord extends to
every living creature’ (Evangelium Vitae, 1995). This
Pope was canonised by Pope Francis in 2014 and is now
also known as Saint John Paul the Great.
And it may be to Pope Francis that we can look for
an emerging leadership on our relationship to animals. In
his recent encyclical, Laudato Si’, he quotes from the
most recent edition of the Catechism which he says
‘clearly and forcefully criticizes a distorted
anthropocentrism: “Each creature possesses its own
particular goodness and perfection… Each of the various
creatures, willed in its own being, reflects in its own way
a ray of God’s infinite wisdom and goodness. Man must
therefore respect the particular goodness of every
creature, to avoid any disordered use of things”.’ Could
this be referring to factory farming, which surely does not
respect the millions of creatures whom it incarcerates,
mutilates and degrades? Is this not a ‘disordered use’?
He proposes an ‘ecological conversion’, which is
based on ‘attitudes which together foster a spirit of
generous care, full of tenderness’ and which ‘entails a
loving awareness that we are not disconnected from the
rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid universal
communion’.
The encyclical lists the actions which individuals can
take in their own lives, from avoiding waste and using
less water to ‘showing care for other living beings’.

The encyclical has a real spiritual message,
saying, ‘The human person grows more, matures more
and is sanctified more to the extent that he or she enters
into relationships, going out from themselves to live in
communion with God, with others and with all
creatures’.
This encyclical was not, as is usual, directed
towards the bishops of the Catholic church, but to
everyone in the world. Perhaps it is the strongest
expression yet of a more revolutionary 21st century mind
-set and a way of living which envisions harmony
between our own species and all the other creatures on
earth. We hope that the detail will follow or will be
developed by contemporary theologians and by
Christian or non-Christian communities.
At the end of the encyclical, the Pope has written
two prayers, one of them called A Christian prayer in
union with creation. It includes the following verse:
God of love, show us our place in this world
as channels of your love
for all the creatures of this earth,
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Let us hope other religious leaders will join in that call,
so that the followers of all the world’s religions will
truly devote themselves to becoming ‘channels of love’
for all beings.
Billions of animals are waiting… ֍
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Sikh Teachings About Animals
Charanjit Ajit Singh is a Sikh patron of the Animal Interfaith Alliance, Chair of the International Interfaith Centre in
Oxford, Chair of the Hounslow Friends of Faith, a Vice President of the World Congress of Faiths and a member of
the Peace Commission of the International Association of Religious Freedom. She also serves on the editorial board
of the interfaith magazine ‘Faith Initiative’.

By Charanjit Ajit Singh

I

n the late 1980s, I was fortunate enough to be
involved in an inter-religious project led by
Alliance of Religions and Conservation in partnership
with the Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF) who
produced nine statements on Nature including the Sikh
statement which I did with my husband, Ajit Singh. We
presented the Sikh statement to the Duke of Edinburgh,
the Queen’s Consort and the then President of the WWF
in 1989.
The reason behind the project was to disseminate
the link between faith based spirituality and the
environment, to connect human and animal life with
nature, to recognise our inter-dependence, to understand
the fragile nature of our globe, our mother earth and to
do something about it; to work towards ensuring the
survival of the endangered species and their habitats,
which is not just a scientific need but more of a spiritual
and religious need.

Furthermore, as
God’s stewards on
earth, human beings
are expected to take
care of all life-forms.
The scientists are still
finding many so-called
new species because
they don’t know how
many there are. We
are told that:

Life forms - egg-born, womb-born, earth-born, sweatborn
Only God knows their existence, in oceans, mountains,
everywhere
Nanak says, ‘God created them and takes care of them
all’. (GGS p467)

The Oneness of God and Oneness of Creation
The Sikh faith has, since its beginning in the late 15th
century, inculcated the message of the ‘oneness of God
and oneness of Creation’ in all its diversity. Every
morning, a practising Sikh is reminded by the hymns of
Guru Nanak, the founder, that the whole creation came
into being through the one utterance by the Creator (kita
pasao ekay kawao). We should abide by His Command
as we are part of His Creation. Otherwise even the
mighty rulers are not equal to the humble ant who never
forgets its goal.
There are numerous references about domesticated
and other animals in the Sikh scripture and what they can
teach us. There is a story about Guru Nanak as a
teenager, being provided a shade on a very hot summer’s
day by a cobra when he fell asleep in the pasture where
he had been sent by his family to graze cows. Animals
provide a great inspiration on our spiritual journey as the
following hymns show us:-

Transmigration through the Life Forms
Animals should be respected. We are also taught that
there is no difference between the human sphere and the
sphere of nature. Both were created from the same divine
light. The Sikhs believe that there are 8,400,000 life
forms on this earth and the precious human birth has
been achieved after a long transmigration through other
life forms. This is our golden opportunity to achieve
closeness to God and indeed our responsibility that we
look after all those life forms. Serving them is true
service to the Creator, because we are part of that cycle.
In many lives we were born as worms and moths
In many lives we were born as elephant, fish and deer
In many lives we were born as birds and snakes
In many lives we were domesticated as horses and oxen
In this life seek to be one with the Divine.
Sikh Vegetarianism
There is a strong vegetarian tradition in the Sikh faith. At
the Sikh place of worship, the Gurdwara, there is a free
vegetarian meal provided to whosoever comes, a Sikh
and non-Sikh are served alike and large numbers are
catered for. No meat, fish or eggs are allowed.

Oh my mind, cherish the love for the divine, like the fish
for water…
Oh my mind, love God as the pied-cuckoo loves the
rain…
Oh my mind, love God as the shadrake loves the sun…
(GGS p60)
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O God, may your will prevail and may the whole
creation benefit.
I feel that the adherence to the three key principles of the
Sikh faith provide a valuable way forward for me and the
Sikh community. They are:Nam Japna, Kirat Karni and Wand Chhakna.
These can be translated as:
- Praying to God, remembering and submitting to God’s
authority;
- Earning an honest living, not taking what does not
belong to me or more than I need - essential truths for
relationship with the environment and fellow beings;
- Share with others what we have - this includes all
creation and not just humans.
Every prayer said individually or in a
congregational setting, ends with ‘O God, may your will
prevail and may the whole creation benefit’.
I would like to conclude with the following hymn
from Guru Nanak, a great expression of love for our
fellow-beings , nature and the Divine.

Guru Har Rai Ji (the 7th Sikh Guru)
If I were a doe living in the forest, eating grass and leaves
With God’s grace I will find my groom, I would ever be a
sacrifice to Him.

The Story of Sobha Ram
We were taught as children this story:-.
There was an open air meeting, taking place in the
presence of the tenth Guru, Gobind Singh. Suddenly, the
audience’s attention turned to some noise outside the
arena where a man was performing a circus act with a
dancing brown bear. One of the Guru’s disciples, Bhai
Keerta, got very excited by it, saying, ‘Look how good
the bear is? How well he is dancing.’
The Guru responded by asking him the question,
‘Do you know who he is?’
Bhai Keerta did not know. The Guru told him that
the bear was Bhai Keerta’s father, Sobha Ram in his past
life, who was also a disciple who had become very
arrogant. Another disciple, a busy farmer, desperate to
receive the Guru’s blessing in the form of holy pudding,
requested Sobha Ram to be served fast, as his oxen were
fast moving while tilling the soil. Instead of paying
attention to the farmer’s request, Sobha Ram rebuked
him with the words, ‘How dare you come rushing like a
bear?’ The farmer politely responded, ‘You have called
me a bear, may God make you one.’ His words came
true and Sobha Ram became a bear in his next life. At
this Bhai Keerta requested the Guru to save his father
from his existence as a bear. Being compassionate, the
Guru bought the bear from the juggler, fed him the holy
pudding and delivered him from his bear’s existence.
That was over three hundred years ago.

I am a shopkeeper trading in the Divine
Trading your Name is my business
If I were a cuckoo living in the mango tree,
Contemplating and singing the Word
God reveals through his mercy
Immense beauty and wonderful vision
If I were a fish living in water
Observing all the creatures therein
And my beloved on both sides of the water
I would hug Him with stretched arms
If I were a female snake dwelling in the ground
Let God’s word be in my being
My dread would vanish
Says Nanak, she is forever married as light meets light.
(GGS p167)
References
1.Guru Granth Sahib ( GGS) quotations translated by the author
2. The Sikh statement on Nature, WWF 1989
3. Gurbachan Singh Bachan, Guru Nanak and Ecology published
by Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, India ,2004
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Animals in the Bahá’i Faith
The Bahá’i faith was founded by Bahá‘u’lláh in Persia in the 19th century and is now thought to have over 5 million
followers around the world in over 200 countries. It is a monotheistic religion which believes that all major religions
have the same source and come from the same God. They believe that all the past divine messengers, although they
differed from one another to suit the needs of their time and place, were all leading to the one final goal of oneness
with God. Humanity, they believe, is in the process of collective evolution and now needs to establish global peace
and unity. It is a pluralistic and unifying faith.
Sarah Mar, a member of the Bahá’i faith and Cheltenham Inter Faith has shared this quotation about the
Bahá’i attitude towards animals from the book ‘Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l Bahá’ p158. Abdu’l Bahá is
the son of Bahá’ullah.

From the Book ‘Selections from the Writings of Abdu’l Bahá’

O

ye beloved of the Lord! The Kingdom of God is
founded upon equity and justice, and also upon
mercy, compassion, and kindness to every living soul.
Strive ye then with all your heart to treat
compassionately all humankind ……
Briefly, it is not only their fellow human beings
that the beloved of God must treat with mercy and
compassion, rather must they show forth the utmost
loving-kindness to every living creature. For in all
physical respects, and where the animal spirit is
concerned, the self-same feelings are shared by animal
and man. Man hath not grasped this truth, however, and
he believeth that physical sensations are confined to
human beings, wherefore is he unjust to the animals, and
cruel.
And yet in truth, what difference is there when it
cometh to physical sensations? The feelings are one and
the same, whether ye inflict pain on man or on beast.
There is no difference here whatever. And indeed ye do
worse to harm an animal, for man hath a language, he can
lodge a complaint, he can cry out and moan; if injured he
can have recourse to the authorities and these will protect
him from his aggressor. But the hapless beast is mute,
able neither to express its hurt nor take its case to the
authorities. If a man inflict a thousand ills upon a beast, it

Baha’i House of Worship in New Delhi
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can neither ward him off with speech nor hale him into
court. Therefore is it essential that ye show forth the
utmost consideration to the animal, and that ye be even
kinder to him than to your fellow man.
Train your children from their earliest days to be
infinitely tender and loving to animals. If an animal be
sick, let the children try to heal it, if it be hungry, let
them feed it, if thirsty, let them quench its thirst, if
weary, let them see that it rests.
Most human beings are sinners, but the beasts
are innocent. Surely those without sin should receive
the most kindness and love -- all except animals which
are harmful, such as bloodthirsty wolves, such as
poisonous snakes, and similar pernicious creatures, the
reason being that kindness to these is an injustice to
human beings and to other animals as well. If, for
example, ye be tender-hearted toward a wolf, this is
but tyranny to a sheep, for a wolf will destroy a whole
flock of sheep. A rabid dog, if given the chance, can
kill a thousand animals and men. Therefore,
compassion shown to wild and ravening beasts is
cruelty to the peaceful ones -- and so the harmful must
be dealt with. But to blessed animals the utmost
kindness must be shown, the more the better.
Tenderness and loving-kindness are basic principles of
God's heavenly Kingdom. Ye should most carefully
bear this matter in mind. ֍

Jews and Arabs March Together for
Veganism and Animal Rights
By Barbara Gardner

O

this past Friday was a great example of Jews and Arabs
coming together to state that the lives of all men and
women are equal and that each of us is worth the entire
world. That each cow is worth the entire world, that each
pig is worth the entire world, just like every other living
being with blood in their veins, with the ability to breathe
and the ability to suffer and to love. We aim to change
people’s distorted perception that one sentient being is
worth more than another; that just because someone is
weaker, it is OK to exploit them’.
Shlomi said, ‘The way I see it, issues of animal
rights are direct extensions of human rights, and by
promoting these issues we also promote values of justice,
compassion, and peace. I believe the march reflected
these values and will be marked in our collective memory
as a movement for a very long time. There is no
justification for animal exploitation. If you believe that
killing and inflicting unnecessary suffering is wrong, then
you, too, should go vegan’. ֍

n Friday 24th July 2015 more than 1,000 Arab
and Jewish protestors marched together for
veganism and animal rights in the city of Haifa in
Israel. They mar ched under the title ‘We Are All Their
Voice: Coming Together for the Animals’.
The march was organised by both Arab and Jewish
animal activists in a collaboration from both
communities, where the activists have been working
together for the last few years.
The march had three stated goals: to raise public
awareness of the suffering of farm animals, to boost
vegan activity in the north of Israel and to create a largescale event allowing the two communities to work
together. It was organised by, amongst others, Sharbel
Balloutine, a leading vegan advocate, author and the
founder of the Arab animal rights organisation The V egan
Human and Shlomi Hillel, a prominent vegan animal
rights activist and the former leader of The V egan North.
Sharbel Balloutine said, ‘The march we produced
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Painism
Ethicist Dr Richard Ryder here explains his new system of secular morality which is called Painism, by answering
twenty of the most basic questions asked about it. Richard created the concepts of Speciesism in 1970 and Painism in
1990. He was Chairman of the RSPCA Council, an active campaigner for animal and human reforms, and was
Mellon Professor in the Department of Philosophy at Tulane University. He is also a Patron of AIA.

By Richard D Ryder
(1) What is Painism?
It is the name of a new moral system that tells us to include
within the moral circle all animals who are capable of
experiencing pain of any sort. That means not just
‘physical’ pain caused by illness or injury but also all sorts
of psychological pain such as fear, grief, anxiety,
frustration, deprivation, dissatisfaction, jealousy, or misery
of any type. Any form of suffering is pain as far as painism
is concerned.
(2) Why Do We Need a New Moral System?
Because the old ones (Utilitarianism, Rights Theory, Virtue
Theory, religious codes etc.) don’t work very well. They all
have clear faults or inconsistencies.
(3) What is New about Painism?
Painism joins together the good points in the old theories
and avoids their faults.
(4) What is the Moral Objective of Painism?
The main moral objective in painism is to stop or reduce the
pain (suffering) of others in order to increase their
happiness. It is a moral system for every action we take.
(5) Why Does Painism Focus Upon Pain?
Because all traditional wrongs (e.g. injustice, lack of
freedom, inequality, lack of rights, cruelty etc.) are wrong
only because they cause pain (suffering) to others, and for
no other reason. These traditional issues are all secondary
to the pain they cause. The only true wrong is causing pain
to others.
(6) What Advantages does Painism have as a System?
It is a secular system and does not depend upon a religious
point of view. Pain is unarguably bad in itself (even when it
leads to benefits). Pain is, in itself, the essence of badness.
(7) Exactly What is Meant by ‘Others’ in Painism?
‘Others’ means any individual (other than oneself) who can
suffer pain. This means not only members of all species of
earthly animals but painient robots and painient aliens from
outer space, if they exist. Anything who can suffer is
considered to be a person, in the full sense of the word.
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(8) So Painism as a Moral System is Not Just About
Animals?
No. It applies right across the board to human and
nonhuman beings alike.
(9) Do Some Individuals Matter More than Others?
No. In Painism, all sufferers have equal moral value,
regardless of their race, sex, species or other
differences such as intelligence. Such issues as
intelligence, strength, size, self-awareness and
autonomy are morally irrelevant. The capacity to
suffer is the only morally relevant issue. So x amount
of pain in a dog or a robot, for example, matters
equally with x amount of pain in a human being. It is
the pain that matters and not who suffers it.
(10) What is Wrong with Rights Theory?
The first problem is that (rather like Virtue Theory) it
is arbitrary. Rights can be invented on a whim ─ is
there a right for everyone to own a Rolls Royce, for
example, or to have free ice creams? Secondly, what
happens when two or more rights are in conflict? One
person’s right to information could be up against
another’s right to privacy, for example. How do you
resolve conflicts like this? The replies of Rights
Theorists are vague!
(11) How Does Painism Resolve Conflicts of Rights?
It asks which right avoids the most individual pain, and
gives priority to that.
(12) Do the Intentions or Motives of the Moral
Agent Matter in Painism?
Not a fig! Unless, of course, they affect the amount of
pain caused or reduced. Good people are good because
of the good results they cause for others. Painism is
only concerned about the consequences of actions as
they affect victims.
(13) What is Wrong with Utilitarianism?
When trying to decide which action is best
Utilitarianism adds up all the pains and pleasures of all
those affected, creating fictitious totals of pains and
pleasures that no-one has actually experienced.

Adding up pains or pleasures across separate individuals
is meaningless (no-one suffers such totals) so the
quantity of sufferers does not matter, morally speaking.
Some forms of Utilitarianism would approve of gang
rape, for example, if the sum total of the rapists’
pleasures exceeded the pains of the victim. Clearly this
is unacceptable. In Painism, the wrongness of an event is
calculated not by the number of sufferers, but by the
quantity of pain experienced by its maximum sufferer.
(14) What is Good About Rights Theory?
It concentrates upon the individual rather than upon
groups of individuals. (It is always the individual and
not the group itself who experiences the suffering.)
Painism regards each individual as the Universe.
(15) What is Good About Utilitarianism?
It concentrates upon the happiness and pain of victims
(including nonhuman animals), rather than on secondary
concepts such as ‘rights’, ‘principles’, ‘freedom’,
‘equality’, ‘justice’ etc., or upon the character of the
moral agent’s ‘virtues’ or sense of ‘duty’. Painism does
this also.
(16) Is an Action More Evil if it Hurts Many Rather
Than Few?
Painism says ‘no’. Painism says that causing agony to
one victim is worse than causing only mild suffering to
many. The quantity of sufferers is irrelevant. It’s the
suffering that matters.

(c) A rejection of the arrogance of speciesism. An
acceptance of the moral implications of Charles Darwin’s
Theory of Evolution ─ that all animals deserve equal legal
standing and equal moral treatment. We should be treating
the less clever species with the same respect we would
hope to receive from super-intelligent aliens who may visit
Earth. Or would we accept the aliens’ right to cruelly
experiment on us, intensively farm us, eat us and hunt us
for fun?
(d) Painism’s lack of logical flaws will strengthen the
morality of society generally, encouraging compassion.
(20) Is Painism’s Secular Approach Compatible with
Religion?
Morality is the most important part of any religion.
Basically, religions tend to agree on morality. They all
agree the Golden Rule that we should treat others the same
way that we would like others to treat us. Painism agrees
with this too.
References:
- Richard D Ryder: Speciesism, Painism and Happiness: A Morality for
the Twenty-First Century), Imprint Academic, Exeter, 2011
- Richard D Ryder: Painism in Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics, Ed Ruth
Chadwick, 2nd Edition, Vol. 3, Academic Press, London, 2012

(17) Does Painism allow the ‘Trade-Off’ of Pains in
One Individual Against Benefits to Another?
Painism recognises the problems of cost-benefit
analyses. But surely causing slight inconvenience to one
person would be justified if it produced a cure for all
cancer, for example? Or arresting a kidnapper is
allowable if it stops him torturing a child? So Painism
says that causing slight pain to A in order to terminate or
reduce the certain and severe pain of B may be
permissible.
(18) Do We Really Need a New Moral System?
Only if we need to feel that our moral outlook is based
upon a rational and consistent set of ideas, and worked
out in greater detail. At present we run our lives on a
confused hotch-potch of conflicting rules.
(19) What are the Implications of Painism?
(a) A greater concern for individuals rather than
groups.
(b) A softening of democracy’s ‘tyranny by
majorities’. Greater emphasis upon the wellbeing of
individuals and minorities.
23

Hunting Of Lions And Elephants In Africa
Marian Hussenbux is AIA’s correspondence secretary. She has been the editor of the Quaker Concern for Animals’
newsletter for over ten years and is a member of Birkenhead Quaker Meeting. She is a translator and teacher of
modern languages. She has campaigned for animal welfare and rights since the 1970s and, having Muslim and
Jewish members in her extended family, is committed to working for animals from an interfaith perspective.

By Marian Hussenbux

T

he sad case of the violent death of Cecil the
Zimbabwean lion dominated the headlines in late
July – August this year. This mur der on 1st J uly was
distinguished by certain aggravating factors in that Cecil
was deliberately lured away from the Hwange Game
Reserve, was the subject of an Oxford University study
and wearing a GPS collar, was shot with a bow and arrow
which only wounded him, and it was 40 hours before he
was finally shot dead, his head and skin removed as a
‘trophy’. He left behind several cubs who might not
survive if the lion who replaces him in dominance decides
to kill them.
The general public worldwide was therefore
outraged, forgetting, or indeed unaware, that hunts are
regularly organised by many commercial companies in
some African countries, described as beneficial for
conservation. Between 1999 and 2008, 64 per cent of the
5,663 lions killed in Africa for sport ended up as trophies
in the United States. Furthermore, according to figures
reported by the organization, LionAid, 1,166 lions were
killed and imported into Europe between 2008 and 2012.

This article
is being collated on
10th
August,
appropriately
enough, W orld Lion
Day. A time to
remember that lions
have
become
extinct
in
26
countries.
Only
seven countries –
Botswana, Ethiopia,
Kenya,
South
Africa, Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe – are believed to contain more
than 1,000 lions each. They are, however, still only
classified as a ‘vulnerable species’ by the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the
governing body that determines such categorisations
and decides whether certain protections are put in
place for a species.

Cecil the lion, shot with a bow and arrow and left for 40 hours before being shot dead as a trophy.
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LionAid, based in the UK, is working to create
much needed conservation awareness surrounding the
lion. They are actively urging the UK government and
EU to ban the importation of lion trophies in a bid to
reduce lion trophy hunting in Africa. They are also
working to have the lion listed as an UNESCO W orld
Heritage Species to bring about further recognition of
the species and protection. 93 per cent of wild lion
populations have been killed or have died in the last 50
years. For more information and how to support this
programme, visit: www.lionaid.org

On 31st July, in the wake of the killing of Cecil,
Botswana Gover nment spokesper son Jeff Ramsay
said sports hunting had been banned in Botswana, and
last year the government had taken measures to ensure
that Botswana’s lions and other large carnivores were not
exported to South Africa or any other country for
‘canned hunting’.
Elephants
The plight of elephants is even more grave. It has been
estimated that fewer than 500,000 elephants roam Africa
today and more than 50,000 are killed each year.
Poachers killed five elephants in Tsavo West
National Park on the night of 27th July this year. The
carcasses were recovered by rangers the next morning apparently an adult female and her four offspring, their
tusks hacked off.
Two days later, a lone elephant calf was found
alive and rescued by the Kenya W ildlife Service, Big
Life
and the anti-poaching and conservation
organization The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust. The
calf, whom they named Losoito after the name of the hill
close to where he was found, was then driven to a local
airfield while the DSWT mobilised keepers and a rescue
plane from Nairobi to collect the calf to fly him back to
their Nairobi Nursery.
‘Despite the baby having witnessed his whole
family gunned down at the hands of humans, he has been
friendly from the outset, needy of company and attention
and clearly grateful to have been saved,’ reported
DSWT. ‘After his terrifying 38 hours he has responded
immediately to the company of the other orphans in our
care, not wanting to leave their sides since arrival…’

Canned Hunting
The grave concern aroused by news of the killing of
Cecil has not only made the public much more aware,
and less tolerant, of the hunting of wild animals in the
bush but also the deplorable practice of ‘canned hunting’
which was previously unknown to many. It is estimated
that more than 95 per cent of lions killed by hunters in
South Africa are in fact captive-bred. So much for
conservation.
The excellent organisation Four Paws (Vier
Pfoten) writes: ‘The animals, which are born in
captivity, are taken away from their mothers within
hours of being born so they can be used in petting zoos.
When they become of age they then spend the rest of
their life in caged compounds, waiting to be released in
a larger compound for the so called ‘canned’ hunt.
‘Anyone can go and hunt lions in South Africa – a
hunting licence or proven hunting experience isn’t
usually necessary. This means that many lions aren’t
killed by the first shot, which results in them
experiencing an agonising death; this is often the case
when hunters choose to kill the lion using a bow and
arrow. For trophy hunting in South Africa there are
approximately 6,000 lions currently held in the country's
200 breeding farms and neighbouring properties where
they will be killed.’
To learn about the wide ranging work
successfully undertaken by this group, please visit Four
Paws at: www.four-paws.org
And please sign their petition to bring ‘canned
hunting’ to an end: www.cannedhunting.com

Lion cubs bred for petting zoos before being
‘released’ for canned hunting.

Trophy Hunter with his Elephant ‘Trophy’.
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Losoito with her murdered mother when rangers found her.
Very sadly, despite the excellent care given to
him by DSWT, experts in raising elephant calves, little
Losoito died on 2nd August. For further information
about the plight of the elephants visit:
www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org www.biglife.org
Elephant Protection Initiatives
Here are several initiatives now being undertaken
aiming to improve the protection of elephants.
US Secretary of State, John Kerry, arrived in
Kenya on 5th May 2015 for talks on security
cooperation ahead of a planned visit later in the year by
US President, Barack Obama. After a short journey
through Nairobi National Park to witness its
wildlife, Secretary Kerry, accompanied by US
Ambassador Bob Godec, Kenyan Cabinet Secretary of
Environment, Water and Natural Resources, Professor
Judy Wakhungu, and Kenya Wildlife Service Director,
William Kiprono visited the David Sheldrick Wildlife
Trust’s Orphans’ Project. Secretary Kerry was hosted
by Dr. Dame Daphne Sheldrick and CEO Angela
Sheldrick and the keepers, and was able to meet the 28
orphaned elephants presently at the Trust’s Nursery,
feed them their milk and learn the tragic stories behind
why they were orphaned and are now in DSWT care.
The accompanying photo (right), accredited,
with thanks, to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust,
shows John Kerry with a calf.
This visit follows the US State Department’s
hosting of a screening on Gardeners of Eden in
Washington DC at the end of April. The film presents
the reality of the ivory trade at a field level, where
David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust teams are battling to
save elephants, within the context of the international
trade. This further engagement on issues related to
elephant poaching and the State Department’s
increasing commitment to tackle the illegal wildlife
trade is heartening and important.

Please visit www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org for
more information about this excellent organisation.
On 3rd August 2015, Evgeny Lebedev, owner of
The Independent/i and London Evening Standard,
announced the launch of the Giants Club, a pan-African
initiative aiming to save Africa’s elephants from
extinction.
The new organisation, whose founder members are
Kenya, Uganda and Gabon, was founded by Space for
Giants and works in support of the Elephant Protection
Initiative and the African Elephant Action Plan. More
information at: spaceforgiants.org, spaceforgiants.org/
giantsclub, stopivory.org, elephantprotectioninitiative.org

US Secretary of State, John Kerry visits the
David Sheldrake Wildlife Trust’s Orphans
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Losoito the orphaned elephant with a keeper at the DSWT Orphanage before she died of a broken heart.

In July this year, President Obama stated:
‘We're proposing a new rule that bans the sale of
virtually all ivory across state lines’.
His decision did not come too soon as
elephants now face imminent extinction without
immediate and radical action. After China, the U.S.
is the world's second largest consumer of poached
ivory products. In addition to protecting elephants,
the new regulations will help to promote economic
growth in African countries which rely on wildlifebased tourism. It will also assist in the fight against
terrorist groups that fund their efforts with money
from the illegal ivory trade.
This, together with a ban by airlines on the
carriage of ‘trophies’ of the five main species hunted
- the so-called Big Five - African lions, African
elephants, white/black rhinos, Cape buffalo and
African leopards – will hopefully make life much
more difficult and expensive for the benighted people
who have more money than sense, or, certainly,
compassion.
Incidentally, it is interesting that the
members of the Big Five were chosen for the
difficulty in hunting them and the degree of danger
involved, rather than their size. So one wonders how
canned hunting qualifies.֍

‘We're proposing a new rule that bans the sale of
virtually all ivory across state lines’.
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Gorillas In The Mist
Uganda’s Integrated Approach To Wildlife,
Environment And Community
By Barbara Gardner

A

fter many years of concern about mountain
gorillas, having watched the heartbreaking film
Gorillas in the Mist, a true life story, where Dian Fossey
gets murdered trying to protect mountain gorillas from
poachers in the Virunga mountains of Rwanda, I was
lucky enough to be given the opportunity to visit the
mountain gorillas for myself this year.
We share 98.5 per cent of our genes with mountain
gorillas, yet there are less than 900 of them left in the
world and these live either in the Virunga mountains of
Rwanda or in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest of Uganda.
With the opportunity of visiting my brother and his wife in
May this year, who were in Uganda doing two years’
Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO), I had the once-in-alifetime opportunity to make the trek into the Impenetrable
Forest of Bwindi to visit a gorilla group. Bwindi
Impenetrable National Park is a UNESCO natural world
heritage site and lies in south-western Uganda, on the edge
of the Rift Valley. Its mist-covered hillsides are blanketed
by one of Uganda's oldest and most biologically diverse
rainforests, which dates back over 25,000 years and
contains almost 400 species of plants. More famously, this
‘impenetrable forest’ also protects an estimated 320
endangered mountain gorillas – roughly half of the world’s
population, including ten habituated groups which can be
tracked.
I consider myself to have been extremely
privileged to have seen the beautiful gorillas in their
natural habitat. But the trip was about more than just
being a tourist, it was about protecting the gorillas from
poaching, preserving the natural environment and
supporting the communities that look after them.
The Ugandan Wildlife Authority
Today, no gorillas are poached in Uganda and this is all
because of the Ugandan W ildlife A uthority’s (UWA)
interrelated approach to protecting the wildlife, conserving
the environment and supporting the community. Buying a
permit to visit the gorillas isn’t cheap, but the money
raised pays the wages of the national park authority staff
and the costs of preserving the national parks, with the
remainder being ploughed back into the community.
Numerous other local people benefit indirectly from the
tourism, such as porters, guides, hotel workers, shop
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A Mountain Gorilla in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest of
Uganda - Photo by Barbara Gardner

owners, producers of souvenirs and other supporting
industries. There is also support for the local
orphanages. National park authority staff go into
schools to educate the children about the importance of
conserving the gorillas. It’s not just that the community
realises that the gorillas are worth more to them alive
than dead, they actually respect and are concerned for
the gorillas’ welfare.
Uganda, known as ‘The Pearl of Africa’, is a
beautiful, lush country in the African rift valley, which
is rich in fauna and flora, a Garden of Eden embracing
ten national parks, which are the responsibility of the
UWA whose strapline is ‘Conserving for Generations’
– (www.ugandawildlife.org). These ten national parks
include some of the most spectacular scenery in the
world, including richly biodiverse rainforests and
extensive savannahs supporting many species of large
wild animals. As well as visiting the iconic mountain
gorillas, I was also very fortunate to be able to take
advantage of chimpanzee trekking in Kibale National
Park and to go on safaris in the Queen Elizabeth, Lake
Mburo and Murchison Falls national parks, where
elephant, giraffe, lions (including tree climbing ones),
hippos, zebra, baboons, 13 types of primates and
hundreds of other animals adorned the landscape.
Uganda is also a major birdwatching destination with
over 1,000 species of birds. All the parks benefit from
the UWA’s integrated approach to conserving wildlife,
the environment and working with the people.
However, you will not see any rhinos living wild in any
of the national parks due to past poaching.

Currently there is a security force of 80
rangers, many of whom are armed, who patrol the
fence, guard the gates and monitor the rhinos 24 hours
a day. The rangers are also active with anti-poaching
activities around the sanctuary and assist the local
community by capturing problem animals, such as
crocodiles and pythons, and releasing them into a safe
environment away from the community.

Bella, rhino rescued from Kenya, with her third
calf at Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary
Endangered Rhinos
Because of the extensive poaching of rhinos in the past,
there are sadly no rhinos in Uganda’s national parks. They
suffered a violent demise back in 1983. The only place
where you will see these iconic animals in Uganda is at the
Ziwa
Rhino
Sanctuary,
in
———–———
Nakasongola district, 100 miles north
There are many
of the capital, Kampala. The rhino re
cases where the
-introduction project is supported by
rhino carcass is
the UWA and the Rhino Fund
found with tears
Uganda (RFU). There are only 15
running down what
southern white rhinos in the
is left of its face.
sanctuary which are fully guarded
and cannot currently be released into
———————
the wild due to the threat to their
safety. However, the aim of the project is to breed and
eventually release the rhino back into the national parks, as
they are seen as a vital aspect of the environmental and
cultural heritage of Uganda and an inextricably important
ecological link.

Murdered Rhino
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The tragedy of Rhino Poaching
Here is a quote from the Ziwa Rhino Fund website
www.rhinofund.org:
‘Most rhinos being poached today are darted with
the very same immobilizing drugs that we use when
we are giving them veterinary care. The horror of this
is that, while this majestic animal’s horn is being
hacked out of its face with a machete or panga, or
being cut off with a chain saw, the rhino is fully aware
of what is happening to it. The pain it is going through

Sanctuary Ranger Attends Baby Rhino
can only be compared with the immense pain you
would feel if someone was chopping one of your limbs
off while you are awake. There are many cases where
the rhino carcass is found with tears running down
what is left of its face, and rhino with chopped off
faces have been found wandering around while
bleeding to death.
‘We are dealing with a rhino poaching mafia that is
so organised, wealthy and so well protected by their
legal aid, it is like fighting a losing battle. When you
win the battle of arresting the poacher or carrier, you
then have the war of overpaid attorneys, who are
protecting these thieves, to contend with. Clearly there
is no difference between the man with the machete and
the man with the Porsche – they are the very same
breed of evil.
‘Close your eyes for a moment, picture this process
of poaching, imagine the trauma and pain that this
animal is going through for an age old tradition that
has created a frenzy of greed amongst beings.’ ֍

Badgers
By Barbara Gardner

Badger Culls Resume Against Scientific Advice

D

espite a failure of the previous culls in 2013 and
2014, a third year of badger culling started on 1st
September 2015 which is due to last for 6 weeks and kill
up to 2,038 badgers. These killings are taking place in
Somerset and Gloucestershire, as before, but this year they
are also taking place in Dorset.
The government has revealed that the cost of the
previous culls was £6,775 per badger (£16.8m in total), far
more expensive than a trap-and-vaccinate program would
have been.
Three senior scientists, Professor Lord Krebs,
Professor John Bourne and Professor Ranald Munro, are
among a group of eminent experts who have called for the
government to halt the culls. They collectively produced
two decades of government research on controlling
badgers to reduce bovine TB which concluded that a cull
would not only not fail to reduce TB in cattle but could
worsen it due to the disturbance of the badgers who would
spread the disease further - the so-called ‘perturbation
effect’. They concluded that culling badgers would ‘make
no meaningful contribution to cattle TB control in Britain’.
The government has chosen to ignore this scientific
evidence and the recommendations of their advisors.

Professor
Ranald
Munro was employed in
2013
to
chair
the
government’s independent
expert panel on the badger
cull. It concluded that the
first year of pilot culls
failed to meet DEFRA’s
own
criteria
for
effectiveness
and
humaneness.
DEFRA
ignored these findings,
scrapped the panel and continued the badger cull in 2014
and again this year. The experts’ letter said that no
improvements to humaneness were reported following
the second year of the cull. This led to the British
Veterinary Association (BVA) withdrawing its support.
Professor Alastair MacMillan, veterinary advisor
to HSI and another signatory to the letter said, ‘Experts
agree and the verdict is in: a cull of up to 2,038 badgers
in the coming weeks would be inhumane, ineffective and
indefensible. It’s long overdue that the government
listens to science and reason and ends the badger cull.’֍

Mutilated Badger Found in Gloucester Cull Zone

D

ead and injured badgers have been found in the Gloucester cull zone by the Gloucester shir e wounded
badger patrol even before the cull started. One injured badger, found near Linton, was rescued by the local
animal wildlife ambulance from the W ild Life W ith Animals charity. A second badger was found near Taynton which
had been mutilated and had her ears cut off.
Jeanne Berry from Gloucestershire A gainst Badger
Shooting said, ‘We are distraught that badger supporters have
found two badgers with serious injuries even before the cull has
started. Sadly, the first badger died after being taken to the V ale
Wildlife Centre. The second badger had been deliberately
mutilated by whoever had killed it. We are now wondering
whether removing the ears of badgers is going to be a way of
counting the numbers killed this year - a gruesome development,
even in this cull.
‘It is beyond belief that there are people living in our
community who would mutilate a badger and we would ask
more people to join our campaign to help save our remaining
badgers’.
Mutilated badger found with her ears cut
To support Gloucestershire A gainst Badger Shooting (GA BS)
by helping with wounded badger patrols or by donating, go to
their website at www.glosagainstbadgershooting.org ֍
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Badger Cull Protesters to Launch Legal Action

guitarist and animal rights campaigner,
Q ueen
Dr Brian May headed up a mock funer al

Solutions
Scientists agree that the solutions are to be found in
the trapping and vaccination of healthy badgers and
the humane euthanasia of infected badgers. Shooting
is not only incapable of differentiating between
infected and healthy badgers, but it is a crude and
inhumane way of dealing with the problem of TB in
badgers. Even worse, it is letting down cattle and
farmers as it does not protect cattle from TB either.
Control strategies require rigid cattle movement
controls and heightened on-farm biosecurity. It must
also be recognised, advise the scientists, that the
tuberculin test is limited. Large numbers of cattle
remain undiagnosed and perpetuate the disease in
infected herds as well as spreading disease to other
cattle herds and to wildlife.
DEFRA is just either ignoring, cherry picking
or purposefully misinterpreting the science, according
to scientist Professor John Bourne. ֍

procession at Westminster on 8th September in memory
of nearly 2,500 badgers who were shot in the first two
years of the cull.
More than 100 protestors
demonstrated outside DEFRA before marching to
Parliament in front of a vintage hearse.
Brian is also lodging a judicial review in a bid to
stop the government from continuing with the cull. He
said, ‘We are on the verge of disbelief that the
Government thinks it can go ahead. We are here today
to mark the death of over 2,000 badgers in a cull that
has really achieved nothing.
We are absolutely
outraged that the Government would be carrying on
with a cull that has already failed’.
AIA director, Sarah Dunning, mar ched
alongside Brian May, Blue Fox and other campaign
groups and passionate individuals. She said, ‘This cull
is going on with no scientific reason at all and it’s
costing more than vaccinations. It beggars belief that
the government continues. I’m appalled’. ֍
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Blue Fox Defends The Hunting Act
Lorraine Platt is the founder of Blue Fox (Conservatives Against Fox Hunting) which has successfully campaigned to
defend The Hunting Act 2004 in the UK. She is also vice-chair of The League Against Cruel Sports. Here she
describes the issues surrounding the UK government’s commitment to repeal the Act and the significant role played by
the anti-hunting Conservatives in defending the Act.

By Lorraine Platt

T

No other political
party
has
held
anywhere near the
same number of antihunting events to
show support for the
ban
within
the
previous Parliament.
It has been vital for
these events to have
taken place since the
threat of repeal is
coming from the
Conservative
leadership
itself,
hence the need to oppose it strongly from within the
Conservative Party. It could also be said that these MPs
have taken it upon themselves to represent the majority
opinion against repeal which the Conservative leadership
itself has failed to do.

he Prime Minister previously backed a vote to
repeal The Hunting Act announcing that ‘a
Conservative Government will give Parliament the
opportunity to repeal The Hunting Act on a free vote,
with a government Bill in government time’.
Mr Cameron's statement may be challenged by
some who say he failed to implement his pledge to repeal
the ban in the previous Parliament. It is significant that
the repeal of the ban had
—————————
been
blocked
in
that
Some candidates
Parliament by none other
contacted us saying
than the stronghold of antithat they had been
hunting Conservative MPs. If
approached by Vote
it had not been for these
OK – the hunt lobby
Conservative MPs, otherwise
known as Blue Fox MPs, group, several times
offering campaign
standing their ground to
protect the ban, hunting with support in return for
dogs may have returned the candidates' votes
under
the
coalition
in favour of repeal.
Government. Most Lib Dem
—————————
MPs are anti-hunting, yet it is
disappointing that their leadership agreed to include the
pledge to hold a free vote within the Coalition
Agreement rather than insisting that it was dropped.
Anti-hunting Conservative MPs have been the most
active MPs in protecting the hunt ban under the coalition
Government.

Pro-Hunt Tories are Damaging the Party
Polls have consistently demonstrated that 80 per cent of
the public do not want to see a return of hunting with
dogs. Many Conservative supporters have copied us in to
emails to their pro-hunting Conservative MPs dismayed
that they could not vote for their party at the last election
because of the leadership's support for repeal. It is sad
that, instead of helping Conservative candidates to appeal
to all voters in the vital weeks before the election, Mr
Cameron caused them difficulties as they faced
accusations of the Conservative Party being cruel, nasty
and out of touch on this issue. Some of these candidates
stood in rural constituencies and they should have been
mindful that polls showed that there was as much support
for the ban there as there was in urban areas.
Conservative candidates were challenged on doorsteps on
this issue, as we saw it in action for ourselves on the
campaign trail.
Some candidates contacted us saying that they had
been approached by V ote OK – the hunt lobby group,
several times offering campaign support in return for the
candidates' votes in favour of repeal.

Anti-hunt Tories most Active in Defending the Ban
Conservatives Against Fox Hunting (Blue Fox), cofounded by a Conservative Association chairman in
2010, has organised eleven anti-hunting parliamentary
and conference events to unite these Conservative MPs
together. Blue Fox has five Conservative MP Patrons
including three government ministers. Its joint cofounder won the International Fund for A nimal W elfare
Campaigner Award 2012 and the RSPCA Lord Erskine
Award 2014 for work to protect The Hunting A ct 2004.
The group is also comprised of Conservative councillors,
Conservative
Women's
Organisation
chairmen,
Conservative Future members, agents, party activists and
supporters.
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We advised the public to contact their candidates
and ask them for their stance on hunting with dogs and
remind candidates to support the ban. We had been
forwarded emails from Conservative supporters to
Conservative
———————————
candidates saying that
It is depressing to attend
they would not vote for
animal welfare
them if they supported
a return of fox hunting. parliamentary receptions
The public quite where pro-hunting MPs
announce their strong
rightly want to see
politicians focus on the support for other nations'
wildlife, such as
economy,
education,
the NHS and other elephants and tigers, yet
important issues rather deny our own vulnerable
than hear of politicians wildlife their protective
wasting
precious
support.
parliamentary time on
—————————–——
repealing a ten-year-old
ban on blood sports. The cynical may say that the real
reason for the Conservative leadership's obsession with
repeal is to appease their friends in the hunt lobby who
massively campaigned for candidates in the 2010 and
2015 elections in return for their pledge to support the
repeal of the ban on hunting with dogs.

Hunting is Cruel
Pro-hunting MPs uniformly say that they support repeal
since the ban has done nothing to help animal welfare.
This excuse is utter tosh. The claim that chasing a wild
mammal to its death by being torn apart by packs of dogs
is more humane than being shot beggars belief. Yet a
whopping 85 per cent of Conservative MPs support a
return of these banned sports. It is depressing to attend
animal welfare parliamentary receptions where prohunting MPs announce their strong support for other
nations' wildlife, such as elephants and tigers, yet deny
our own vulnerable wildlife their protective support, even
with the threat of the hangman's noose of repeal knotted
around their neck
Recently, nine Conservative MPs signed their
name to a joint letter by Conservatives A gainst Fox
Hunting and the chairman of Conservative Animal
Welfare to mark the 10th anniversary of the ban. The
letter called for any pledge to weaken or repeal the ban on
hunting with dogs to be excluded from the 2015
manifesto.
The Blue Fox Founders had a meeting with the MP
for the Environment of the No 10 Policy Board in
October 2014. It was pointed out that a 2014 YouGov
poll for WSPA [now WAP] showed animal welfare to be
one of the deciding issues for where people placed their
vote. Animal welfare came directly behind defence and
ahead of HS2 and same-sex marriage. MPs say that they
receive more mail on animal welfare than on any other
issue.
The Hunting Act 2004 is a most successful piece of
animal welfare legislation and is supported by the
majority of the public. Mr Cameron should take heed of
this and not ignore the British public's support for the ban.
֍
Left: Lorraine Platt with Queen guitarist and anti-hunt
campaigner Brian May, founder of ‘Save Me’.
33

Foxes
By Barbara Gardner

Compassionate Campaigners Outfox UK Government’s Attempt
to Bring Back Hunting with Hounds

W

hen the UK Government moved to bring back
hunting with hounds in July this year, AIA
responded immediately and, along with other major
campaign groups, helped to prevent a repeal of the
ban on hunting with hounds in England and Wales.
On 8th July 2015, on budget day, the UK
Government announced that it was bringing in a
statutory instrument to amend The Hunting A ct 2004 to
allow an unlimited number of dogs to be used to flush
out a fox, replacing the current limit of two dogs. In
other words, without a full repeal of The Hunting Act,
hunting with hounds could be restored to the position it
was in before the Act. The announcement gave
parliament one week’s notice of the vote which would
receive only 90 minutes of debate.
Unfortunately for the government, the news
immediately leaked and campaign groups swung into
action, contacting their supporters and asking them to
lobby their MPs to ask them to attend the House and vote
against the amendment to the Act. When it became
apparent that the result depended on the SNP voting
against the amendment, campaigners immediately
lobbied the SNP to ask them to vote. This presented the
SNP with a dilemma, as the debate on English V otes for
English Laws (EVEL) was being debated on the same
day, which was probably no coincidence. However, the
SNP MPs listened to the English people who filled their
mail boxes and decided to vote against the amendment,
for which AIA is extremely grateful. The SNP had been
frustrated with the Westminster politicians for not
listening to the people of Scotland. Now they realised
that they didn’t listen to the people of England and
Wales either, as polls had showed that 80 per cent of the
UK people were against foxhunting.

AIA contacted its members to ask them to write
to their MPs and tell them to vote against the
amendment and to spread the word. When it became
apparent that the outcome depended on the SNP vote,
AIA wrote to all the key members of the SNP to ask that
they vote against the amendment too.

Thanks from AIA
AIA would like to thank the SNP and all MPs who
stood against weakening the Act. We would also like to
thank our patrons Kay, the Duchess of Hamilton and Dr
Richard D. Ryder for their most generous assistance in
letter writing and lobbying on our behalf. ֍

AIA Animal Welfare Manifesto

AIA’s Campaign to Keep the Hunting Act
Both AIA and its member organisation Catholic Concern
for Animals (CCA) played a major part in this campaign.
Along with The League A gainst Cruel Sports, Save Me,
Blue Fox, the RSPCA and IFAW, AIA director and CCA
general secretary, Chris Fegan helped to develop a
campaign strategy and attended Parliament and lobbied
MPs, writing in particular to Catholic MPs.

I

n the previous edition of Animal Spirit, AIA
presented its Manifesto for Animal Welfare
which it sent to the leaders of all the main UK
political parties prior to the UK general election. The
AIA has now sent this manifesto to key members of the
new Labour Party to ask them to work to make the
country a better place for animals as well as humans. ֍
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APGAW Debates ‘Has the Hunting Act been Effective?’

O

n 15th September 2015 APGAW (The All Party Group on Animal Welfare) debated the success of The
Hunting Act 2004. In attendance from AIA were chair, Rev. Fergus O’Connor, directors Barbara Gardner and
Chris Fegan (also representing Catholic Concern for Animals) and patron Dr Richard Ryder (also representing the
RSPCA).
Two questions were asked: ‘Has the Hunting Act been effective?’ and ‘How could the Hunting Act be
improved?’
Arguing in support of the Hunting Act were RSPCA’s David Bowles (Head of Public Affairs) and the League
Against Cruel Sports’ Dr Toni Shepherd. Arguing against the Hunting Act were Jim Barrington of the Countryside
Alliance and vet, Jeremy Naylor.
A major part of the debate revolved around whether better statistics were needed to prove the efficacy of hunting
and whether this impaired animal welfare. AIA thinks that it would be outrageous to ask for statistical evidence that an
abused person had their welfare impaired, so why is statistical evidence required when the subject of abuse is a fox?
Another argument put forward by the pro-hunters was that shooting and snaring were far more cruel than
hunting with dogs and that all the Hunting Act had achieved was an increase in cruelty as, with hunting now banned,
these worse alternatives were having to be used. AIA does not believe that it should be a question of either hunting or
shooting and snaring, but that neither are necessary. Foxes should simply be left alone. A farmer from Devon stood
up and confirmed that he farmed free-range chickens and dairy cows and that he protected them with fences and had no
need to control foxes. Science has shown that foxes can actively benefit farmers.
Vet Jeremy Naylor argued that a study he had been involved in had proved that flushing out a fox with a pack of
hounds was quicker than flushing out a fox with two hounds (hence the need to amend the Act). That’s probably a nobrainer but it was argued by The League that this caused more suffering. The pro-hunters argued that fewer injured
deer were found and shot and put out of their misery with two dogs than with a pack. I wonder whether a sheep dog,
which can round up a whole flock of sheep single-handedly, without attacking them, would be more effective?
The majority of the people attending to watch the debate were anti-hunt and, with both this strength of support
and the most convincing arguments, the RSPCA and The League won the day. ֍
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Humane Medical Research
By Rev. Feargus O’Connor

Unitarian Motion for Humane Research Without Animal Testing

I

n the previous issue of Animal Spirit we reported that AIA Chair, Rev Feargus
O’Connor, proposed a motion to the 2015 Unitarian General Assembly Annual
Meeting, to be held in Apr il 2015, encour aging humane medical r esear ch
which did not involve animal testing. We are now delighted to report that the motion
was overwhelmingly approved. The motion, which had been signed by 37 Unitarian
ministers, read:
‘That this General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches, recognising
the universal kinship of all sentient beings affirmed by the world’s great religions,
philosophers and sages, encourages fellow Unitarians and all people of goodwill to
support the Universal Kinship Fund of the Dr Hadwen Trust and other humane
research charities in order to advance non-animal medical research and in so doing
help save human and animal lives.’
Feargus says: ‘This motion is fully in the spirit of the 2013 General Assembly resolution urging all people of goodwill
to “promote a greater awareness and understanding of the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part
and, recognising the dignity and worth of all living creatures, cultivate an ethic of compassion and mercy to the
billions of sentient beings who share this planet with us and to act in ways that promote our common welfare”. This
the present motion seeks to do this by encouraging all who recognise that universal kinship affirmed by the great
religions and enlightened and progressive thinkers to support the Dr Hadwen Trust and other humane research
charities in order to “advance non-animal medical research and in so doing help save human and animal lives”.’ ֍

Dr Schweitzer Universal Kinship Fund

T

he Dr Schweitzer Universal K inship Fund was launched in
2015 by the Animal Interfaith Alliance (AIA). The fund
was set up to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr
Albert Schweitzer, to raise funds for humane research into cancer
and diabetes, using non-animal testing methods, with the Dr
Hadwen Trust. The fund builds on the Universal Kinship Fund
previously set up, which had already raised £19,000. The fund has
now raised £24,000.
Dr Schweitzer (1875 - 1965) was a minister, medical doctor
and missionary from Alsace, who administered to the sick in Africa.
He famously said ‘Until he extends the circle of compassion to all
living things, man himself will not find peace’. He was a Nobel
prize winner.
The Dr Hadwen Trust is the UK’s leading non-animal
medical research charity, which funds cutting edge medical research
without using animals, thus saving both human and animal lives.
To support either the Dr Schweitzer Universal Kinship Fund
or the A nimal Interfaith A lliance, please send cheques to: The
Treasurer, AIA, 56 Cole Lane, Ivybridge, Devon, PL21 0PN. If the
donation is for the Dr Schweitzer fund please mark it as such. ֍
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Dr Albert Schweitzer

Dr Hadwen Trust Opens First Vegan Charity Shop

AIA Chair, Rev. Feargus O’Connor with Peter Egan at opening of DHT Vegan Charity Shop

A

IA Chair, Rev. Feargus O’Connor, attended the opening of the Dr Hadwen Trust’s (DHT) first vegan
charity shop by DHT Patron and Downton Abbey star, Peter Egan. The shop, which is DHT’s first charity
shop, stocks only goods which are not derived from animals. It can be found at 16 Churchyard, Hitchin, SG5 1HR
and is open from Monday to Saturday, from 9.00am to 5.00pm. For further information please visit the DHT website
at www.drhadwentrust.org.
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AIA Welcomes Four New Patrons
Kay, Duchess of Hamilton
Kay, Duchess of Hamilton, is also patron of Scotland for A nimals and has a long record of
campaigning for animal welfare with her late husband Angus, 15th Duke of Hamilton, the
premier peer of Scotland. In particular, they campaigned against pâté de foie gras, snaring, cruel
abattoirs and blood-sports. The Duke was the grandson of Nina, Duchess of Hamilton, who
campaigned so effectively before the Second World War for humane slaughter and against
vivisection.

Joyce D’Silva
Joyce D’Silva has worked for Compassion in World Farming (CIWF) since 1985 and was its
Chief Executive from 1991-2005, after which she became its Ambassador. During this time
CIWF was responsible for effecting a considerable amount of legislation, both in the UK and the
EU, which improved the lives of billions of farm animals. She has written the vegan cookery
book Healthy Eating for the New A ge and co-edited The Meat Crisis: Developing Sustainable
Production and Consumption. She has recently overseen CIWF’s publication of Farmageddon.

Dr Alpesh Patel
Dr Alpesh Patel is a Hindu and is the Science Officer for the Dr Hadwen Trust (DHT). He
received his Ph.D. in Biochemistry from Kings College, London, where his role involves
advancing the development, understanding and uptake of alternative methods of biochemical
research which does not include animal testing.

Matthieu Ricard
Matthieu Ricard is a French Buddhist monk who resides at Shechen Tennyi Dargyeling
Monastery in Nepal. He is the author of many books, including Happiness: Developing
Life’s Most Important Skill. Altruism: The Power of Compassion to Change Yourself and
the World and A Plea for Animals: Developing Kindness Towards All.

Thank You!

Events Attended During 2015

AIA would like to thank the following
organisations and individuals for their financial
support in 2015, beyond the cost of membership,
without which AIA would not be able to print and
distribute A nimal Spirit magazine, campaign or
attend events:
(*** Gold donor, ** Silver donor, * Bronze donor)

- Sarah Dunning & Thom Bonneville held a stall at the
SOAS Interfaith Music Festival on 30th March.
- Barbara Gardner spoke about AIA at the Guildford &
Godalming Interfaith Forum on 14th April.
- Thom Bonneville spoke at the London A nimals Charities
Fair on 18th April.
- Chris Fegan & Barbara Gardner attended the Ecumenical
Animal Welfare Retreat in May. Barbara spoke about AIA.
- Dr André Menache spoke to the Y oung Jains on 31st May.
- Barbara Gardner spoke at the Cheltenham Inter Faith on
25th June.
- The Interfaith Celebration for A nimals was held on 12th
July.
- Rev Feargus O’Connor & Chris Fegan attended the St
Ethelburga’s ‘World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation’
on 1st September.

Quaker Concern for Animals *
Michael Allured
Rev Feargus O’Connor *
Rita Donovan
Beryl Finch
Barbara Gardner *
Dr Richard D. Ryder ***
Anant Shah **
Judith Wilkings
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AIA Welcomes The Sadhu Vaswani Centre
The Animal Interfaith Alliance is delighted to welcome the Sadhu Vaswani Centre as a new member organisation. The
Sadhu Vaswani Mission is relatively new (www.sadhuvaswani.org). Here is a little history of it.

T

he Sadhu Vaswani Mission today was started by
Sadhu T.L Vaswani in 1929, at Hyderabad
(Sind). Kumar i Shanti Maghanmal was a devout
disciple of Sadhu T.L Vaswani. At her behest, her father
offered a hall where Sadhu Vaswani could hold his
satsang (fellowship meetings). In those days it was
known as the Sakhi Satsang.
In the early days of the Sakhi Satsang, it was
largely composed of women. For in an age when the
woman's place was considered to be largely confined to
the kitchen, Sadhu Vaswani was a visionary who
believed that women had a great potential – a great shakti
– which could be utilized for the betterment of the society
and the nation.
Sadhu Vaswani believed that service and
sacrifice were the most vital aspects of the spiritual life.
Under his guidance the satsang was a dynamic
organization, rendering service to the community of
Hyderabad – Sind.
A monthly magazine called Sant Mala, published
by the satsang, carried beautiful articles by Sadhu
Vaswani on the lives and teachings of Saints.

himself looked into the
accounts from time to
time, and as he did so,
he would tell his
volunteers: ‘Honesty is
its own reward’.
The
activities
and departments of the
Sakhi Satsang grew
rapidly. More and more
sisters came forward to
Sadhu Vaswani
offer their services in
the
noble
cause
undertaken by the association. These women gave of
their time and effort freely, generously and in the true
spirit of love and service advocated by their beloved
Master. In so doing, they found a new meaning in their
own lives, and began to know what fulfilment was like.
The Mira Movement in Education
On 4th June 1933, The Mira School for girls was
inaugurated in rented premises. The school was the
cornerstone of the Mira Movement in Education. It was
the vision of Sadhu Vaswani to create a school for girls,
based on the ideals of new education.

Sakhi Satsang Store
The welfare department of Sakhi Satsang soon opened a
shop called Sakhi Stores meant exclusively for women
and managed by women too – a truly revolutionary idea
for its time and for the conservative society of HyderabadSind! The shop sold stationery, articles of daily use and
swadeshi cloth, and was highly popular among the
womenfolk. Wholesalers and distributors gave articles
and textiles to the shop at cost price, for they knew that
they were contributing to a worthy cause. All profits from
Sakhi Stores were spent in the service of the poor and
needy.
Since the shop bore the stamp of the sacred name
of Sadhu Vaswani, people accepted the novel idea wholeheartedly. Everyday between 5.00pm and 6.00p.m. Sadhu
Vaswani took up ‘duty’ at the store. His presence
brought to mind the very image of Guru Nanak, and the
rush during this hour was very heavy indeed. As he sold
swadeshi cloth to women, he urged, ‘Chant satnam when
you wear this cloth’. Children came to the shop to buy
paper, pencils, biscuits and sweets. They chanted satnam
as they received those articles from Sadhu Vaswani.
Parpati Malkani, one of the earliest devotees of the
saint, kept the account scrupulously. Sadhu Vaswani

The Brotherhood Association
A number of men who were inspired by the master
begged him to permit them to join his satsang. The
Master graciously consented and the satsang and its
activities were thrown open to all. Sakhi satsang now
became the Brotherhood Association.
Sadhu Vaswani's service programs in social,
educational, cultural and humanitarian aspects greatly
benefited the province of Sind. His activities grew and
flourished until Partition forced the Sindhis to leave
their beloved motherland and migrate to India.
The Pune Era
After a brief sojourn in Bombay, on 13th Feb 1949
Sadhu Vaswani came to live in Pune, the historical city
of the Peshwas, which is also renowned as the cultural
capital of Maharashtra. Fellowship meetings (satsangs)
soon commenced at Panday Cottage, marking the
historical commencement of the Pune Satsang which
still attract thousands of Sadhu Vaswani's devotees from
all over the world.
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Soon thereafter, the satsang had to be shifted to
the bungalow of a devotee, Bhai Ramchand Daryanani,
so that the ever-growing numbers of the faithful could be
accommodated. At the Pimpri refugee camp on outskirts
of Pune, many thousands of Sindhis, who were forced to
flee their homeland after partition, were living in abject
poverty. Sadhu Vaswani helped these displaced people
as much as he could, and also urged his wealthy devotees
to look after their brothers and sisters in distress.
And so began the Welfare Department of the
Pune Mission. On Guru Nanak's birthday, Sadhu

Vaswani opened a grocery store, where the affluent
purchased grains and other basic necessities and
donated them to the poor and the needy. Fifty years on,
the mission of help and healing still continues. Sadhu
Vaswani's presence in Pune began to be felt very soon.
At a crowded gathering in Gokhale Hall, he shared the
dais with Maharishi Karve, who introduced him to the
citizens of Pune as The Saint of Sind. He said that it
was the city's good fortune that a holy man of Sadhu
Vaswani's calibre had come to live there. What
Hyderabad had lost, Pune had gained! ֍

Meatless Pledge Day – 25 November
25 November is International Meatless Day, Animal Rights Day, SAK
(Stop All Killing). This is a concept developed by those who concurred
with Sadhu Vaswani when he proclaimed that the creation of God is bound
by the golden chains to the Feet of the One God, the One Divine Father of
us all. People are requested, in recognition of this ideal, to refrain from
eating non-vegetarian food on this day. Since this concept was developed
this movement has gathered infinite momentum and the last few years have
seen pledges from well over 10 million across the globe. Such has been the
consciousness that a number of states in India voluntarily shut their abattoirs on that day. However,
this is not enough and we need to endeavour to move more people to this level of consciousness.
Dada J P Vaswani believes that the 21st century will bear witness to the establishment of rights to
animals. He has tirelessly led a crusade for animal rights Stop All Killing (SAK). He believes that
there should be a Charter of A nimal Rights and a Charter of Man’s Duties Towards the Animals.
Animals have certain fundamental rights. And the very first right of every animal is the right to live.
Here is a Pledge Form. Kindly print or forward it to as many of your contacts as possible. Either
post the forms to the address shown at the bottom of the form or scan them and email to the address
shown. Please remember we want these forms by 20 November 2015.
I am a vegetarian. Do I still need to pledge?
Yes, you may pledge to do an act of kindness to a bird or an animal on that day.
Do I have to remain a vegetarian for life?
No, you don’t, but you must refrain from foods of violence on 25 November. However, it would be
good food for thought if you considered becoming a vegetarian for life.
I pledged last year, do I have to pledge again?
Yes, you need to renew your pledge each year.
I have already pledged this year. Do I need to pledge again?
Thank you for pledging. You don’t have to pledge again.
What is SAK?
It stands for Stop A ll Killing. We are taught that we must create and foster reverence for All Life, in
the belief that ALL Life must be regarded as sacred.
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AIA Welcomes
The Christian Vegetarian Association
AIA welcomes the Christian Vegetarian Association of the US and the Christian Vegetarian Association of the UK as
new member organisations.

The Christian Vegetarian Association of the US (CVA)
CVA is dedicated to cruelty-free living through a
vegetarian/vegan lifestyle according to Judeo-Christian
ethics. Unconditional love and compassion is the
foundation of their peaceful means of accomplishing this
goal for all of God's creatures, whether human or
otherwise. Their website states:
‘God's original intent was that there would be no death, and that only plants and the fruit of the trees were to be
the food of all of God's created beings (Gen. 1:29-30). Truly, what God originally created was heaven on earth.
When the disciples asked Jesus how to pray, one of the first things He said to pray for was ‘Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’ (Matt. 6:10). If we believe God's Word, and truly pray in this manner, then
we should work to achieve what we pray for. And most importantly, Jesus Christ is our final sacrifice. There is no
longer any need for the further shedding of blood. Thus, our diet should be plant-based, and we should strive to give
all peoples and animals the God given rights they deserve, and in the process protect and restore our environment.
‘Yes, we may have our doctrinal differences, but we have our commonality in the Lord our God who made us
all and gave us the insight and ability to see beyond death and promote life for all of God's creatures, both human and
otherwise, even upon this earth. We need to work together in peace and harmony to achieve the good works which
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them (Eph. 2:10).’
To find out more and to join CVA US please visit their website at www.all-creatures.org . We also recommend
signing up for the weekly CVA newsletter, where MD Stephen R. Kaufman is sharing his thoughts on freewill and
there is a weekly sermon from Rev. Frank and Mary Hoffman.

The Christian Vegetarian Association of the UK (CVA UK)
CVA UK’s mission is to proclaim Christ's eternal
compassion for all creation by:

a) Supporting and encouraging Christian vegetarians and Christians moving towards vegetarianism.
b) Sharing the biblical and theological basis of vegetarianism within the Christian churches. Raising awareness of the
contribution that a plant-based diet can make to the alleviation of world hunger, the avoidance of animal suffering,
human health and the sustainability of natural resources.
c) Promoting a way of life that represents good Christian stewardship and is consistent with belief in the God who
created, affirmed, and will redeem all creatures.
CVA UK is run by John and Brenda Ryder and Don Gwillim. It was launched in September 2004 when the Veg4Lent
team realised that the time had come to expand the aims and endeavours of Christian-vegetarian advocacy beyond the
limits of the Lenten period. To find out more and to join CVA UK please visit their website at
www.christianvegetarians.com ֍
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Chilli Tofu
Recipe produced by Shambhu’s
www.shambhus.co.uk

Serves: 2 adults
Features: no added sugar , no added oil, meat-free,
dairy-free, egg-free, wheat-free, gluten-free
Ingredients
- 340g extra firm tofu
- 3 tablespoons tamari/soy sauce
- 3 pineapple rings
- 1 tablespoon rice vinegar
- 2 whole pitted dates
(or more depending on desired sweetness)
- ½ red pepper
- ½ yellow pepper
- 2 cloves garlic
- 2 chillies, medium hot
- 3 sticks spring onion
- Sesame oil (optional, for greasing the pan)
Equipment: Hand blender
This dish can be made in advance; heat it up before
serving. This dish can be served with rice or noodles.

Preparation
1. Blend the rice vinegar, tamari, dates and one pineapple
ring to a fine paste.
2. Either mince or finely grate the garlic cloves.
3. Cut the remaining pineapple and bell peppers into 1-inch
cube-shape pieces.
4. Drain the water from the tofu, and cut the tofu into 1-inch
cube-shape pieces.
5. Slice the chillies and spring onions into rings.
Method
1. Warm up a non-stick pan and keep on low heat.
2. When the pan is warm, add the tofu pieces.
3. As the tofu pieces cook they will release water – simply
allow the water to steam off.
4. Toss the tofu pieces so that they do not stick to the pan.
5. Let the pieces brown slightly, or cook until they are hot to
touch.
6. Increase the heat if the tofu pieces are not browning.
7. Add the garlic and stir when necessary to prevent the
garlic from burning.
8. When you get the aroma of the garlic, add the chillies and
stir.
9. Add the remaining ingredients, except for the spring
onions.
10. Let all the flavours blend. If using canned pineapple add
the pineapple juice if the tofu is absorbing all the liquid.
11. Allow to simmer for about 5 minutes, or until all the tofu
pieces have been coated well.
12. Take off the heat and finally add the spring onions.
Shambhu’s are Jain
vegan caterers, r un
by
Mahersh
and
Nishmah Shah (right).
They are registered
with
the
Vegan
Society and have won
the Viva best vegan
caterer award.
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AIA’s Letter Writing Campaigns
Marian Hussenbux is AIA’s correspondence secretary. She has been the editor of the Quaker Concern for Animals’
newsletter for over ten years and is a member of Birkenhead Quaker Meeting. She is a translator and teacher of
modern languages. She has campaigned for animal welfare and rights since the 1970s and, having Muslim and
Jewish members in her extended family, is committed to working for animals from an interfaith perspective.

By Marian Hussenbux
In the period April to August 2015 the Animal Interfaith Alliance took the following actions.
appropriate, contact details have been provided if you would also like to write and protest:

Where

Ganga the Elephant in Sri Lanka
We wrote to the Sri Lankan President about the
keeping of elephant Ganga at a temple. Born Free
had investigated her conditions and found them very
inadequate, though, physically, Ganga appears well.
We asked for her housing to be improved.
Please write to the President of Sri Lanka, Shri
Maithripala Sirisena at info@cabinetoffice.gov.lk

Bullring in Lisbon, Portugal
We congratulated the new mayor of Lisbon on his
election and asked, in the name of Catholic Concern
for Animals, for a ban on bullfighting in their new
bullring. We received an acknowledgment from his
office.
Please write to the Mayor of Lisbon at
gab.presidente@cm-lisboa.pt

St Patrick’s Parish Pig Wrestling
At St. Patrick’s church in Stephensville, Wisconsin,
a Pig Wrassle is organised in which pigs are treated
without respect or compassion. We thanked the
church authorities for deciding not to hold this event
this time.
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Cats at Tradewind Hotel in Samui
We contacted the Tradewind Hotel on the Thai island
of Samui, where cats had been disappearing. The
proprietor maintained they had been moved to
temples, where the resident dogs were likely to attack
them. We asked about their whereabouts, copying in
John Ens, Director of the Tourist Association, whose
organisation kindly takes on some responsibility for
feeding street animals.

Nadia the Elephant at Hotel in Thailand
In May, also in Thailand, we wrote to the Marina
Phuket Hotel, where they keep baby elephant Nadia
as a mascot. We asked them to have her transferred
to a more appropriate environment at a sanctuary
which has agreed to care for her.
Please write to The Marina Phuket Resort Hotel– The
Director at info@marinaphuket.com

Bullfight Protests by CRAC
The French group Comité Radicalement A ntiCorrida (CRAC) held one of their regular protests
against the bullfight in Alès. AIA wrote to give our
best wishes and offer our moral support for their
compassionate work.
CRAC are constantly organising anti-corrida and
other bull events protests. Web site:
www.anticorrida.com

Bullfight Protests by ICABS
In July, the Irish Council A gainst Blood Sports
(ICABS) demonstrated at the approach to Dublin
Airport, asking holiday-makers not to attend
bullfights. This gained considerable attention and
support and is significant as bullfights are often
supported by unaware tourists.
For more information on ICABS, their website is at
www.banbloodsports.com
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Jallikattu Bull Racing
Bull racing, called jallikattu, still takes place in parts of
India, though it is in principle banned. We wrote to the
Indian Prime Minister asking him to ensure the ban is
not lifted as it is suggested might happen.
Jallikattu – The Honourable Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India
Prime Minister's Office
152, South Block, Raisina Hill
New Delhi 110 011

Cats and Dogs declared Residents
It was gratifying to send a letter of thanks to the mayor
of the Spanish town of Trigueros del Valle, Castilla y
León. They are the first Spanish town to declare cats
and dogs ‘non-human residents’ and are taking on the
responsibility of preventing ill treatment or cruelty and
fostering sterilisation of the colonies of feral cats. Other
towns are now considering this step.
Mayor of Trigueros de Valle – Don Pedro Pérez
Espinosa
Ayuntamiento de Trigueros del Valle
Plaza Mayor 4, 47282
TRIGUEROS DEL VALLE
VALLADOLID, SPAIN

Sale of Zimbabwean Elephants to China
We wrote to John Scanlon, Secretary General of the
Convention on the International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), asking the
organisation to attempt to prevent Zimbabwe from
cruelly removing elephant calves from their herds and
shipping them to China, where there is not yet any
animal welfare legislation and they are exploited in
safari parks. CITES :
Secretary-General John Scanlon
International Environment House
Chemin des Anemones, 1219 Châtelaine
Geneva, Switzerland

Toro de la Vega
The appalling cruelty of this event held in Tordesillas,
Castilla y León, in which the town council buys a bull
who, on the second Tuesday of September each year, is
released into the countryside pursued by baying crowds
on foot and horseback and speared to death – in honour
of the Virgin Mary, patron of the town. We wrote to the
Secretary General of the PSOE, the Spanish Socialist
Party, asking him to reflect on whether such futile
cruelty is in accord with Socialist principles and to ask
the Socialist mayor of Tordesillas to ban this terrible
spectacle.
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Murder of Cecil the Lion
In August, in response to the cruel murder of lion Cecil in
Zimbabwe, we wrote to ask President Obama to urge
relevant bodies to extradite the hunter to Zimbabwe to
stand trial for the illegal and cruel killing of a protected,
tagged lion.
President Obama – The President of the United States,
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20500

Temple Elephants in Kerala, India
In response to the Mail on Sunday’s exposure of the
appalling treatment of temple elephants in Kerala,
including extremely cruel ‘training’ methods in camps not
accessible to the public, we wrote to the President, Prime
Minister and Minister of Environment of India and the
Chief Minister of Kerala, asking them, in the name of
ahimsa, to take urgent action to put a stop to this.
Prime Minister of India: The Honour able Shr i
Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India
Prime Minister's Office
152, South Block, Raisina Hill
New Delhi 110 011 INDIA

Vaquillas near Madrid
In Ribatejada, near Madrid, it was disappointing to read
that after a ban of some five years, vaquillas, in which
heifers are released into the bullring to be abused in
various ways, were again organised this year. We wrote
to ask the mayor to reinstate the ban.
Mayor of Ribatejada: Don Eugenio Dominguez
Fanjul,
Ayto. de Ribatejada,
Plaza del Caudillo s/n,
28815 Ribatejada,
MADRID.

Coahuila Ban on Bullfighting
On the other hand, it was extremely gratifying to
compliment the enlightened governor of the Mexican
state of Coahuila, who in August announced his state
would become the third in Mexico to ban the bullfight.
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Equines in Mexico
Again in Mexico, several petitions drew our attention to
the negligent and cruel treatment of equines in various
cities and states. We wrote to several Ministers of the
State of Mexico, asking them to ban horse/donkey drawn
carts and replace them with motorised transport. (A ban
on horse-drawn transport is already in force in Mexico
City).

Irish Hare Coursing & Scottish Hen Harriers
Nearer home, we repeated our request to the Irish
authorities not to renew the hare coursing licence for the
coming year, and protested to the Scottish Environment
Minister about the illegal shooting of Annie, the hen
harrier.
Hare Coursing - Irish Environment Minister:
Heather.Humphreys@oireachtas.ie
Scottish Environment Minister - Dr Aileen McLeod:
ministerforenvironment@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

AIA Disaster Emergency Appeal
Animals as well as humans suffer terribly in natural disasters, such as the recent earthquake in Nepal. AIA is
recommending that anyone wishing to help animals caught up in disasters should donate to IFAW’s, HSI’s or
WAP’s Disaster Emergency Funds. Their teams work with local partners to rescue, feed and provide medical
care for animals. Details are on their websites.
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St Ethelburgas Centre for Peace &
Reconciliation Celebrates ‘World Day of Prayer
for the Care of Creation’

Pope Francis has announced that, from this year, 1st September will be the W orld Day of Prayer for the Care of
Creation. This builds on the recent publication of Laudato Si’ and represents more good news for the Animal
Kingdom.
AIA Chair, Rev Feargus O’Connor and AIA Director, Chris Fegan attended the first W orld Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation held by the St Ethelburga’s Centre for Peace and Reconciliation on 1st September 2015.

Catholic Concern
for Animals
Christmas Cards
From the series

Saints Who Loved Animals
Pack of 6 cards
£3.00
Available from the CCA membership
secretary, Frances Chalk
26 The Fairway, Upminster, Essex,
RM14 1BS
Franceschalk@hotmail.co.uk
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Book Reviews
Animals and World Religions
By Lisa Kemmerer, Oxford University Press, New York , 2012, ISBN 978-0-19-979067-5, £22.99 (Paperback)

T

his impressive book is a review of the traditions
of the major world religions into non-human
animals. It also has a ver y inter esting chapter on
what she describes as ‘Indigenous Traditions’. Kemmerer
is writing from the position as ‘philosopher-activist’ and
this is a position I particularly appreciate, as articulated in
the famous quote of 19th century philosopher and
economic thinker, Karl Marx, which is inscribed on his
grave, ‘The Philosophers have only interpreted the world
in various ways, the point however is to change it’.
I have always subscribed to the view that
academics and academic work although very helpful and
important is nothing without action to put ideas into
reality. Indeed, this is what Catholic Concern for A nimals
(CCA) is about, not only to educate for Animal Welfare
but to improve the wellbeing of animals in reality. This is
why we have The Phyllis Mary Trust to support animal
welfare work on the ground, along with The A rk and our
other educational literature and work. Kemmerer clearly
believes the same, as an accomplished philosopher/
academic as well as an animal welfare activist.
Returning to her book, I believe that it is an
excellent addition to the recent tradition of superb books
on the subject of animals within religious belief and
experience, and the depth of the research into such a wide
ranging subject matter is very impressive. Each religion
is examined in detail, including sacred texts as
appropriate, and although many previous authors have
worked in this field, it is my feeling that Kemmerer has
added to our existing knowledge and certainly to mine
and my understanding of the subject matter. Her review
includes modern religious figures and thinkers such as Dr
Martin Luther King Jr as well as the historical founders
and sacred figures of the great religions. I think the book
greatly benefits from this approach. I also very warmly
welcome her case study of Factory Farming and Fishing
which is one of the great tragedies of our time and an
issue on which CCA and its members have strong views.
All in all, this is a very good book and although I
cannot do it justice in a short review, I would fully and
happily endorse it and advise anyone who wants to get a
very good grounding in the traditions and views of the
major world religions to invest in a copy - you will not be
disappointed.

T

he publication of this book is an outstanding
achievement in the thoroughness of its
presentation in its first 276 pages of the highest ideals
of the world faiths with regard to animals.
Despite differences in theology between the
various Eastern religions, and between them and the
Abrahamic faiths, Kemmerer finds in them all a concern
for creation, and indeed a wide recognition amongst all
the faiths that we are animals too. Christians have no need
to feel defensive in this respect, bearing in mind Jesus’
own concern for the vulnerable, the many stories of the
relationship of saints with other creatures and the proud
record of Christians involved with anymal rights.
(Kemmerer employs this spelling when members of one
species − ourselves − write of other animals).
Christians can, of course, build on a proud tradition
of Jewish thought, beginning with the creation stories in
Genesis. It is good to read of animal friendly Islamic
traditions. Hindu, Buddhist and Chinese religions

Chris Fegan (AIA Director and General Secretary of
Catholic Concern for Animals)
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will be less familiar to many readers but anymal equality
with humans is taken very seriously, especially by Jains in
India and Daoists in China, who are especially careful not
to take life and consequently instil the necessity of a
vegan lifestyle. Hindus and Buddhists who believe in the
transmigration of souls are by it reminded of the essential
unity of all life.
If this book is about ideals, it makes no claims
that members of the majority of these faiths live up to
these ideals. Indeed there is a powerful sting in the tail, in
the conclusion and especially in the appendix which,
although less than 30 pages long, lists the horrors of
factory farming and industrialised fishing. Although much
of Kemmerer’s evidence is from the United States (which
is supposed to have a high percentage of believers) we all
know that many people who claim to be people of faith
seem indifferent to animal cruelty.
Animals and World Religions deserves to be read
alongside Barbara Gardner’s excellent The Compassionate
Animal (Animal Books and Media Limited) which was in
fact published in the same year (2012) and which covers

some of the same ground, but also discusses
evolutionary, psychological and philosophical aspects
which link other animals (anymals) to ourselves. Both
Kemmerer and Gardner provide all the evidence we need
to draw people of all faiths together in an interfaith
initiative to protect the threatened creatures, the many
millions of animal victims exploited and killed by our
own benighted species. They demonstrate the necessity
of the A nimal Interfaith Alliance (A IA ) to which happily
the A nglican Society for the W elfare of A nimals
(ASWA) is affiliated. More immediately they have both
confirmed me in my belief that a compassionate life, if it
is to be truly meaningful, has to embrace all the creatures
of this world and that the love of one’s neighbour must
of necessity include non-human neighbours too.
Our task is to persuade the Church (in all
denominations) that treating anymals with true kindness
helps to define us as true Christians.
Rev. Martin Henig (AIA Director and Vice President of
the Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals)

The Most Good You Can Do:
How Effective Altruism is Changing Ideas About Living Ethically
By Peter Singer, Yale University Press, 2015, ISBN 978-0-300-18027-5, £14.99

P

eter Singer has been described as ‘the world’s
most influential living philosopher’ and Time
magazine has named him as one of the 100 most
influential people in the world. He is still best known
for his first book A nimal Liberation (1975) in which he
picked up on my concept of speciesism (in reaction to
seeing my leaflet entitled Speciesism which I published
in 1970) and turned it into the powerful philosophical
tool it is today.
In his latest book Singer argues: ‘to give less
consideration to the interests of nonhuman animals,
merely because they are not members of our species, is
speciesism and is wrong in much the same way that the
crudest forms of racism and sexism are wrong’. Singer
has said: ‘if speciesism is not wrong, then neither are
racism or sexism!’
In a telling phrase Singer asserts: ‘Speciesism is a
form of discrimination against the interests of those who
are not “us”’. He argues that species (like gender and
race) is morally irrelevant, adding: ‘my impression is
that the moral irrelevance of species, in itself, has come
to be accepted by most philosophers who reflect on the
question’. In the words of Colin McGinn, ‘it is a won
argument’.
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This is one of Singer’s greatest achievements:
to have put speciesism (and the moral status of
nonhuman animals generally) onto the agenda for
philosophers around the planet when, prior to 1970, it
was hardly ever mentioned. Indeed, philosophical
ethics (thanks largely to the utterances of logical
positivists such as A.J. Ayer) had become almost a
dead subject before 1970, as far as the secular world
was concerned.
By espousing and helping to
champion the animal issue, Singer (along with the
other philosophical members of the second Oxford
Group) managed to revive the whole subject of Ethics
itself. After the animal liberation explosion of the
1970s (caused chiefly by Oxford-connected thinkers
Singer, Regan, Clarke, Linzey, Brophy, Midgely,
Godlovitch, Harris, McGinn and myself) the whole of
Ethics became a hot topic and, thankfully, remains
one to this day.
The ‘animal issue’ led the way for the
exploration of the other moral issues (e.g.
environmental ethics, abortion, euthanasia, human
rights, just war, political ethics, media ethics etc.)
which followed. The universities of the world geared
themselves up accordingly. Prior to 1970 moral
issues had been left almost entirely to the churches
and to non-academic political activists. Indeed, many
professional philosophers (such as C.D. Broad, who,
coincidentally, died in 1971) influentially argued
against involvement by philosophers in the promotion
or application of ethical points of view.
So the huge revival of interest in the treatment
of individuals of other species which occurred from
1970 till 2000 (and still continues) was different from
the political movements against Racism, Sexism and
the Vietnam War which had occurred in the 1960s,
not least in that professional philosophers themselves
played a leadership role in the anti-speciesism
movement.
Rarely has a reform movement been
intellectually so well armed as this one! Professor
Charles Magel pointed out in 1989 that in the 2,400
years since Socrates and up to 1970, only 94
published works dealt with the animal issue, whereas
in the next 19 years there were 240 such publications!
Peter Singer, with this book, is taking the next
step. Now that we can agree, more or less, what is
good (reducing the suffering of others) we need to set
about practical ways in which we can do the most
good. Singer, as a professor in both America and
Australia, advises his followers to become more
‘morally effective’ by:-

1) donating to effective charities
2) establishing which charities are most effective
3) choosing careers that earn most so that they can
give most to charity
4) spreading the idea of effective altruism
5) donating body parts (blood, marrow, or a kidney)
to others.
Strangely, Peter leaves out politics as a way to
do good. (That is the route I chose in the early 1970s
and in which I became so engrossed that I could not
accept his kind invitation to be co-author of A nimal
Liberation. I was too busy!) Yet in Britain and
Europe generally we did manage to put animals into
politics successfully and can now look back on the
passage of some 23 major pieces of legislation which
reduce the sufferings of many millions of animals.
As I approach the end of the road that thought
comforts me.
In this country the backlash from the prohunters has been vicious and, in consequence, the
British media have turned against the pro-animal
movement causing even the politicians to forget its
importance, and for animal campaigners to be
traduced, suppressed and persecuted, as we now are.
The foxhunters are few but powerful. They
stretch to the very top of British society and
represent very clearly the forces of cruelty and evil.
Being cruel to an animal for fun is certainly a sin.
Indeed, cruelty, surely, is the greatest sin.
Peter Singer, thank goodness, manages to
remain above all this. But I wish I could be as
sanguine as he is about the effectiveness of charities.
I have spent 45 years campaigning within charities
and seeing how desperately ineffective they can be.
If I now feel exhausted, this is not due to having to
fight my moral enemies but because I have had to
fight the short-sightedness, laziness, incompetence
(and sometimes the subversiveness, too) of some alltoo-human charitable allies. Charities too often fail
to get to the root of a problem.
All in all, I trust politicians more than some
charity workers to get the right results! But I wish
Peter Singer all the best with his great crusade for
effective altruism, which I warmly support. He has
written a book that Jesus might have written if he had
not died so young. ֍
Dr Richard D. Ryder (AIA Patron, RSPCA Trustee )
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Books On Animals In The Faith Traditions
All available from Amazon
Laudato Si’:
On Care of
Our Common
Home
By Pope
Francis

Animal
Welfare in
Islam
By Al-Hafiz
Basheer
Ahmed Masri

Judaism and
Vegetarianism
By Richard H.
Schwartz

Animals and
World
Religions
By Lisa
Kemmerer

For the Love
of Animals
By Charles
Camosy

The Global
Guide to
Animal
Protection
By The Oxford
Centre for
Animal Ethics
& Illinois
University
Press

Let My People
Go
By Rev.
Christa Blanke

The Longest
Struggle
By Norm
Phelps

The Great
Compassion:
Buddhism and
Animal Rights
By Norm Phelps

The Dominion
of Love
By Norm
Phelps

The
Compassionate
Animal: An
Interfaith Guide
to the Extended
Circle of
Compassion
By Barbara
Gardner

The School of
Compassion: A
Roman Catholic
Theology of
Animals
By Dr Deborah
M. Jones

Books by AIA President, Satish Kumar
A whole range of spiritual books by AIA President, Satish Kumar, are available from Amazon.
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Diary Dates
Please tell us about your event so that we can include it in the listing below, using the contact form at the bottom of this
page.

Regular Events
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation – Every 1st September
Pope Francis has announced that, from this year on, 1st September will be a world day of prayer for the Care of
Creation.
World Animal Day – Every 4th October www.wor ldanimalday.or g.uk/
Meditation for Non-Humans – Every Sunday at 5pm – Quaker Concern for Animals holds an interfaith or no-faith
meditation for named/unnamed non-humans. We hold them all in love and light and send healing. Details on
www.quaker-animals.co.uk
Prayer link-up – Every Wednesday at 9.30pm. Wherever you are. Irene Casey has a prayer suggestion sheet: Tel.
01925 657890.
Prayers for Animals – Every first Saturday of the month at 12.15pm. Gloucester Cathedral, Check with Rev. Helen
Hall on 07919 538077.

October 2015
Vegfest UK – London – Saturday 10th & Sunday 11th October, Olympia. For further information go to http://
london.vegfest.co.uk/
CCA AGM – Saturday 17th October, 1.00pm – 4.30pm, at St Joseph’s Hall, Brompton Oratory, Brompton Road,
London, SW7 2RP (Nearest tube stations are South Kensington and Knightsbridge). Guest Speaker – Dr Richard
Ryder, CCA’s Scientific Adviser. 1.00pm – St Joseph’s Hall open for tea and coffee (please bring your own
sandwiches) 2.00pm – Guest speaker, 2.45pm – break, 3.00pm – AGM, 4.30pm – close.
West Midlands Vegan Festival – Saturday 24th & Sunday 25th October – Wolverhampton. For further information
go to www.veganmidlands.org.uk/festival/home.html
–

November 2015
Remembrance of Animals in War – Sunday 8th November
ASWA Remembrance Sunday Service – 8th November at 3.00pm at the Animals in War Memor ial, Par k Lane,
London. Special guest Pen Farthing of Nowzad Dogs.
Gentle Thanksgiving Dinner in New Jersey, USA – November 21st – No animal products – God’s original diet for us
to give thanks for all of creation. For more information, please contact God’s Creatures Ministry at
Info@GodsCreaturesMinistry.org.
Meatless Pledge Day – 21 November (Sadhu Vaswani’s birthday).
Cambridge Vegan Fair – Saturday 28th November www.facebook.com/cambridgeveganfair

December 2015
Vegfest Scotland – Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December – SECC Glasgow
Animal Aid’s Christmas Fair – Sunday 6th December – Kensington Town Hall London www.animalaid.org.uk/h/n/
ACTIVE/demo_organiser//2260//
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ANIMAL INTERFAITH ALLIANCE
SUPPORTER FORM
Title: Dr____ Mr ____ Mrs ____ Ms ____ Other _____
First name/initial: ______________________________
Surname:_____________________________________
I wish to join the Animal Interfaith Alliance: ______
Or – I wish to renew my membership:

______

Address:_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________Postcode: __________________________
Country: _______________________________________
Telephone number: _______________ Mobile number: _______________________
Email Address:________________________________________________________

Type of annual membership (please tick):
Organisation membership £50.00 ____ Individual membership £15.00 ____
Individual concessions membership £7.50 ____
I would like to make a donation of £ _________

Please make cheques payable to ‘The Animal Interfaith Alliance’ and send to The Treasurer, Animal
Interfaith Alliance, 56 Cole Lane, Ivybridge, Devon, PL21 0PN.

Signature: _________________________________________ Date: _______________________________
Registered not-for-profit company number: 8958588
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The Kshamapana Sutra:
KHAMEMI SAVVE JIVE
We forgive all living beings
SAVVE JIVA KHAMANTU MEIN
May all living beings forgive us
MITTI MEIN SAVVA BHUESU
Our friendship is with all living beings
VAIRAM MAJJHA NA KENAI
We have no animosity towards any living beings

www.animal-interfaith-alliance.com

